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tute Annuity certificate by Mr. Carl J. Frizen, Stewardship Department. 
And she has reason to smile! She is assured of a generous, dependable 











VA income for the rest of her life. 
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And besides that, she says: “No one can 
ever know what a great thrill it is to my 
heart to know that I have a part in train- 
ing consecrated young people for lives of 
Christian service. I just recently learned 
that 120 former Moody Bible Institute stu- 
dents sailed for the mission field in one year. 
I feel that in this way I am really doing some- 
thing vital and important for my Lord.” 

You, too, can be assured of a steady, gen- 
erous income for the rest of your life. After 
signing an annuity agreement, you are free 
from bother and worry. For 45 years Moody 
Annuity returns have arrived on time and 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY—NO OBLIGATION 


have remained the same, regardless of wars, 
depressions or other economic conditions. 
They are “burglar-proof” because they are 
worthless to anyone except the true owner. 
If they are lost or destroyed, payments 
continue to the real beneficiary without 
interruption. i 

And through investing your money in 
this way, you have the joy of knowing your 
dollars are being used to train missionaries, 
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to proclaim the gospel through the printed 
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broadcasts, and the other varied ministries 
of Moody Bible Institute. 
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Rese feader/ 


Some of the most touching let- 
ters received in our offices are the 
ones from missionaries and national 
workers who have been the bene- 
ficiaries of gift subscriptions to 
ETERNITY. 

“You probably know what a 
spiritually dry and thirsty land 
Algiers is; especially in the inte- 
rior,” wrote one faithful warrior 
from North Africa. “We are up 

inst the forces of Islam day in 
and day out. We have no a 
nity of having real ministry of th 
Word from others of » 
the Lord’s servants, 


means to receive 
ETERNITY on a mis- 
sion station more 
and more of them would contribute 
to the fund for this purpose.” 

The missionary to Algiers refers 
to the ETreRNity Gift Fund to 
which many readers have contrib- 
uted regularly and generously. 
They have entered into the joy of 
sharing the magazine with others 
whose means or circumstances do 
not permit them to subscribe for 
themselves. 

Sometimes gift subscriptions are 
given to workers in the U. S. or to 
key evangelicals who catch a vision 
of the magazine's ministry and so 
cause it to be known to an ever- 
enlarging circle. In several instances 
gift copies have been responsible 
for revolutionizing the ministry of 
ministers who have wavered in 
certain areas of Christian truth. 

An Indonesian pastor tells of his 
reveling in the truth he discovered 
for the first time in dog-eared old 
copies passed on to him by another 
Christian worker. 

“How glad and happy I am hav- 
ing those magazines,” he tells us. 
“They contain many important and 
good articles and material for my 
study and service for the Lord. 
ETERNITY is a source of blessing 
and refreshment to me a young 
minister.” 

A woman missionary living on a 
subsistence allowance as she labors 








for the Lord in Alaska wrote re- 
cently: 

“I want to send ETERNITY to my 
pastor back home for one year. He 
needs the deep teaching it affords. 
‘= God use it to open his spirit- 
ual eyes to the deep teaching of His 
Word. 

“God bless you. I have been a 
reader of ETERNITY when it was 
Revelation too and have been 
blessed — by its written 
ministry. I pass it on to another 
missionary.” 

A denominational leader who re- 
turned recently from a tour of mis- 
sion stations in South America 
was impressed by the omnipresence 
of | ETERNITY. “Every- 

. where I went I saw 
three magazines on 
missionaries’ desks— 
TIME, Reader's Di- 
gest and ETERNITY.” 

One of Japan's 
most capable mis- 
sionaries recently 
told us that he could 
place 100 subscrip- 
tions to ETERNITY in 
the hands of the 
choicest Japanese evangelical leaders 
who will shape the course of the 
church in that land in the days to 
come. We want to do this and 
also provide subscriptions for mis- 
sionaries who are unable to sub- 


-scribe for themselves. This is — 
lays 


ble, however, only as the Lor 

the need on the hearts of His 
people. Each legitimate request is 
filled as far as the Gift Fund, per- 
mits. There are a great number of 
men and women, serving the Lord 
in far corners of the world, who 
will be blessed through the ministry 
of ETERNITY if gifts received make 
it possible to supply them with 
subscriptions. . 

May the Lord lay this wonderful 
opportunity on your heart. Just 
make your check or money order 
out to ETERNITY Gift Fund and 
send it to 1716 Spruce Street, Phila- 
delphia 3, Pa. Your gifts are de- 
ductible for income tax purposes. 








Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 





contained peculiar depressions in its skin 
which the old wives’ tales said were the 
marks of Adam’s teeth. Now, if I may be 
facetious, I would like to ask a question. 
The word “apple” is understood by most 
people today to mean some variety such as 
the Delicious, winesap or McIntosh. But if 
the lump in man’s throat is from an apple 
such as this, tell me how the lime which 
Adam bit in the second legend became the 
apple of the first. 

The “apple” of tradition could be any- 
thing. In the earliest periods of literature 
the word was used with the greatest lati- 
tude. The apple of love was a tomato, the 
apple of the eye is the pupil, the oak apple 
is the fruit of the oak tree, and the Adam’s 
apple is the thyroid cartilage in the human 
anatomy which is more prominent in the — 
male. 

We cannot build Bible interpretation 
upon myths and legends. Nor can we as- 
sume that because a story has a Bible name, 
or is “commonly referred to as Biblical” that 
it is according to God’s Word. There is no 
easy way out of searching the Scriptures 
daily, to see if these things be true. Woe to 
the Christian or the unsaved person who 
turns the keys of his faith over to the 
keepers of tradition, myths and legends. 
SANITY AND CHARITY 

Permit me to express appreciation of the 
many instances in which ETERNITY, editor- 
ially and otherwise, is promoting sanity 
and charity among us fractious fundamen- 
talists—notably, the two articles on the 
RSV in the May and June issues. Dr. 
Bruce’s on the OT and Dr. Blaiklock’s on 
the NT are superbly clear and comprehen- 
sive, with adequate scholarship warmed by 
evangelical fervor. 

May I add two suggestions? 1. A_ discus- 
sion of the possibility that John 7:53—8:11 
belongs in Luke 21, with some MSS, would 
be helpful. 2. As to the ending of Mark’s 
Gospel, Dr. Samuel Zwemer has an interest- 
ing argument for its genuineness in chapter 
five of his book, Into’ All the World, pub- 
lished by Zondervan in 1948. 

Emmet Russell 
Gardner, Mass. 
MISSES “MEDITATIONS” 

What can take the place of the “Daily 
Meditations”? Oh, how I miss them. I have 
taken my year-old ones of exact date and 
started over again. Always a real feast. I 
can’t get along without them. 

Our prayers are for Dr. Barnhouse and 
the television work. 

(Mrs.) Dorothy Burnett 
Pasadena, California 
The Editor expects to resume the popular 
“Meditations,” starting in the September 
issue. 


*FAMILY NEEDS* 


ETERNITY needs a typist for the Circula- 
tion Department. If you are interested or 
know of a Christian who would be inter- 
ested in Christian work as a member of the 
ETERNITY Staff, please write to the Circula- 
tion Manager, ETernity, 1716 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. Preference will be given 
to those living in the greater Philadelphia 
area but anyone free to move to Philadel- 
phia will be considered. 
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NOW AND LATER 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, whose like- 
ness graces this month’s cover, is widely 
recognized as one of the leading evan- 
gelicals of the U. S. 

Since 1922 he has served as headmaster 
of The Stony Brook School on Long 
Island, a school marked by high aca- 
demic standards and a distinctly Chris- 
tian philosophy of education. Dr. Gaebe- 
lein heads the Bible department at 
Stony Brook. 





ETERNITY takes this occasion to honor 
this distinguished educator and author 
as it presents excerpts from his latest 
book, The Pattern of God’s Truth, 
which, by the way, the Editors of ETrr- 
NITY regard as a “must” for every think- 
ing evangelical Christian. 

This is not Dr. Gaebelein’s first book 
by any means. He has written seven 
other books and a long list of articles 
which have appeared in leading Chris- 
tian magazines. It was as chairman of 
the Committee on a Christian Philos- 
ophy of Education of the National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelicals that he served as 
editor-in-chief of the volume, Christian 
Education in a Democracy, published in 
1951. 

The holder of degrees from New York 
University and Harvard, Dr. Gaebelein 
is a member of Phi Beta Kappa. He has 


(Continued on page 48) 
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Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 

August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29—Tenth Pres- 
byterian Church, Philadelphia, 
Penna.; August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30—New 
York Bible Class, St. Luke’s Lu- 
theran Church, New York, N. Y.; 
August 9 thro 15—Sandy Cove 
Bible Conference, Northeast, Md. 
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THE WORLD CHALLENGE 
TO THE CHURCHES 


What answer will God give to those who would destroy the earth? 


HAVE chosen two texts to serve as rubrics for what I 

have to say. In the first are the words of the Lord Jesus: 

“In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world,” In the second are words 
given by John in the Apocalypse: “Thou shouldest destroy 
. . - those who would destroy the earth.” 

The first words were given by our Lord as the last 
words to His disciples before he entered the Garden of 
Gethsemane and went toward those climactic events of His 
life. He had finished His public and His private ministry, 
some of His passion ministry and was entering the very 
last hours of His life: And to these disciples He said, “Be 
of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” 

The second statement is taken from that section of the 
book of Revelation which deals with the very last days. I 
do not know what your interpretation of the book is but 
mine is that there are seven sections which deal, in the 
end of each section, with the final judgment that is to 
come. In the midst of this sixth chapter there is the look 
out into the future and the great occasion of judgment 
that “Thou shouldest judge (or, destroy) those who would 
destroy the earth. 


Our Blurred Vision 

In these two I think that I have for my own thinking 
the clue to the challenge of the world to the Church in this 
hour. The fiery cross over Eniwetok has raised a radioactive 
cloud of dust that has blurred the vision of the nations 
of the world so that they, today, look at the United States 
with fear of a global war. Surely this blast, which was felt 
through the radio-active ash eight hundred miles away 
ought to have shaken the Church of Jesus Christ out of its 
lethargy, its indolence and its indifference, because of what 
it foretells in the world. 

When we consider this we realize that we are facing 
one of the most dread specters in the whole world—this 
blur that has come over the vision of men, so that 
they think and seem to be living as though they were in 
a Kansas dust storm. They look at the United States of 
America and pervert the history of this nation and the 
activity of this nation so that it is being widely misunder- 
stood. I. think that is partly the result of Communist 
propaganda, but we see the facts so misconstrued that 





An address delivered before the Twelfth Annual Convention 
of the National Association of Evangelicals at Cleveland, Ohio, 
by Dr. Ockenga, President of Fuller Seminary, Pasadena, Califor- 
ee 


6 Freedom is not the disobedience of truth 


By Harold John Ockenga 


today the revolutionary activities of Russia, the instigation 
of civil war in Greece, in Berlin, in Austria, in Korea, in 
Indo-China have all been blamed on America. Yet anyone 
who has read history for the last two decades knows the 
true story of where aggression has originated. 

I say that the world is moving in a mist, in a miasma of 
corruption, so that distrust and hatred and suspicion and 
hesitancy and fear and dread_of global conflict has warped 
the thinking of men’s minds. Talk to anybody today in 
almost any foreign country and see if there is any gratitude 
for the Marshall Plan and for the magnanimous aid that 
the USA has given to the nations of the earth to the tune of 
some sixty billion dollars in the last decade. Men quickly 
brush that aside as being done from an ulterior motive, 
something that we had to do to purchase the friendship 
of other nations in the power struggle of the world. And 
in this day men do not know what stands around the 
corner. 

Now I ask you, is the cobalt bomb the announcement 
of Doomsday just around the, corner? Are we headed for 
awful catastrophe and holocaust? Is there a Christian 
alternative? 

Three Possible Positions 

The challenge is placed directly at the door of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. That means that we must under- 
stand something about the nature of the conflict in the 
world. We ought to see the three possible positions that 
nations hold in this hour. 

The first of these is the position that is held by those 
Iron Curtain Nations committed to the Communist inter- 
pretation of history and philosophy of life. 

The second is the position represented by the philosophy, 
achievements and strategy of the Western Free world. 

The third is the position occupied by those neutral 
nations who, although very much in sympathy with the 
West, are prey to the Communist propaganda. If they were 
being counted, they would have to be counted on the 
Communist side. 


The Communist Problem 

Pause for a moment to look at these areas with me. 
Those nations and individuals who may be classified 
under the Communist philosophy are dedicated to the 
following ideas: 

First, to what is called materialism. Christians believe 
that there are two substances, matter and spirit. But the 
Communist is dedicated to the viewpoint that matter 
is the only substance in the world, that mind is but the 
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functioning of a physical brain, that you and I are nothing 
but an aggregation of atoms and that we are functioning 
under a purely mechanical force without a Supreme In- 
telligence standing back of us. Materialism is the base of 
the Communist viewpoint. 

Second, Communism is committed to what is called 
economic determinism. Namely, that the struggle for bread, 
the conflict for the material things of the world, for 
wealth, position, power, recognition and so forth, consti- 
tutes the determining factor in the development of the 
history of the nation. That means that there is an immense 
conflict between the classes of society which will only reach 
its denouement, its final conclusion in a world revolution 
which will liquidate all other positions. 

Third, Communism is devoted to the idea that every 
individual who works in a non-Communist society is being 
robbed of a percentage of that which rightfully belongs 
to him. Therefore, the worker must be taught that he is 
being pillaged and robbed. Furthermore, he must be 
united in a world movement in order to throw off his ex- 
ploiters and all controls from above, and to realize the 
benefits of his own labor for his own good and that of 
his fellow men. 

Fourth, Communism is committed to revolution within 
the nation in which he lives. 

Fifth, Communism believes in a dictatorship and that 
that dictatorship must, by the law of destiny, liquidate all 
its opponents. Simultaneously that dictatorship builds what 
is called “Socialism” in which the fruit of the labor of men 
flows into the State and the State uses it supposedly for 
the benefit of all the people, but primarily for the Red 
army which will defend that Communist or that Socialist 
government until such a time as the revolution takes place 
in the whole world. Then the Communists teach that 
out of this nationalistic Socialism, in which the fruits of 
labor flow into the government the money shall be spent 
for propaganda, for militarism, for revolution, for the 
spawning of civil war in the other nations of the world 
until every nation in the world shall be brought to the 
revolution and shall establish the dictatorship of the 
proletariat in each individual government. 

Now in that process, because it is materialistic, the in- 
dividual is of utterly no value. He is absolutely inconse- 
quential. If one, or a million, or ten million or a hundred 
million are liquidated it makes no difference because 
in the long process it is a sacrifice laid upon the altar 
of the humanitarian betterment of the world. 

Under the Communist view all ethics immediately become 
relativistic. If we have a materialistic base to our thinking, 
a naturalistic development to economic determinism, then 
such things as truth and love or loyalty have no meaning 
whatsoever. Then an individual can lie today and lie 
again tomorrow, saying exactly the opposite thing, if in 
each case it will advance the cause of the revolution and 
it is right so to lie. If an individual kills or if the govern- 
ment liquidates a whole area of population, it is right 
if it advances the world revolution. 

This is the inner teaching of a philosophy which today 
is controlling a vast area of this world. This is the 
philosophy that controls the Reds who. sat at Panmunjom, 
who argued back and forth through those many months. 
This is the philosophy which is back of those who sat 
at Berlin and this is the philosophy that is back of those 
who sit at Geneva today. Now for anyone to believe that 
he can work out, with a people which is committed to a 
philosophy such as this, some kind of a way of life or some 
kind of an equitable moral adjustment of the problems of 
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the world is to be guilty of wishful thinking. Nevertheless 
this is the philosophy, this is the strategy, this is the goal 
of a vast multitude of people in this world. 


The Free World View ey." 
Over against this is the position which the free West 
occupies. It is the theistic view over against the atheistic 
view. It is the spiritual view over against the materialistic 
view and, logically, it is the supernaturalistic view over 
against the naturalistic view. It is the view that there is a 
God who is Creator and Governor and Judge of the world. 
The Christian will go farther; he will say Redeemer. But 
the ordinary person will admit that He is Creator, Governor 
and Judge. This is the ground of Western thinking. Now it 
is true that there are great areas of thought in America 
which reject that, and also in England, but nevertheless this 

is the basis of our way of life. 

Because such a God exists there is expressed, objectively, 
in the world which He has created and which is dependent 
upon Him, but on which He is not dependent, the nature of 
God Himself which is called moral law. And the moral law 
is woven into the warp and woof of the universe so that 
this universe reflects the morality, the holiness, the justice 
of the God who created it, as well as His omnipotence. In 
that reflection we have a distinction between right and 
wrong which is absolute, which is eternal, which does not 
change with the experiences of everyday life. And because 
there is this God, and there is this kind of universe, there- 
fore the man whom God put within the universe, created 
in His own image, with intelligence and freedom and 
with the external law, is responsible to that God in the 
life of a world in which he is created. 

Wherever these views are expressed in community life 
we have what we call the self-determination of nations. 
And it has been that viewpoint advanced by President 
Woodrow Wilson, advanced by humanitarian leadership, 
advanced largely and defended by the United States 
of America, also by England, this self-determination of 
nations is the result of this viewpoint which is the philo- 
sophic grounding of the West. And it is on this basis that 
when we see people in hunger in India, or when we see 
them passing through typhoons in Japan, or when we . 
see them suffering some great catastrophe or plague any- 
where in the world, the West rallies and (as our NAE War 
Relief Commission has shown consistently for ten years) 
they pour out of their substance to share with others 
because those others are of infinite value in the sight of 
God and are equal to them as individuals. This is the 
philosophy of the West. 


The Neutral View 

Now in between there stand people who are not 
necessarily theists in our sense of the term. They may 
believe in God but it may be a pantheistic God, such as 
is worshiped by some Indian religions. They may hold 
a deistic viewpoint, or a fatalistic view as do the Moslems. 

These people have been the recipients of great largess on 
the part of the West. 

And strange to say, this neutral group stand in the 
world today looking at us through this blur of radio- 
active cloud and of the Communist propaganda which 
has blinded them to the magnanimity and the moral 
leadership of this nation and of the West. And today 
they are letting their influence be felt against the defense 
of the ideology and also of the security of the free world. 

Simultaneously, we have found in a strange way that 
in America there has been the infiltration of Communist 
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ideology and philosophy entrenched in the minds and 
hearts of many of the intelligensia, the academic leader- 
ship of this nation. Say what you will, it has been here and 
is here. Why is it here? It does not take someone like 
McCarthy to reveal it. It is here; men have known that it is 
here. The reason it is here is this: In America today 
there is the repudiation, the tearing up, the breaking 
down of the old foundation. Men today have exchanged 
theism for atheism, a spiritual interpretation of the world 
for a materialistic interpretation of the world. Because 
man believes there is no God or that God is a social process, 
or God is a projection of his own thinking, or God 
is some nebulous idea, an idol which he has made instead 
of the true God who made Heaven and earth and him and 
to whom he is responsible—because of that, he is conditioned 
for the acceptance of Communism before the propaganda 
ever falls in his way. Moreover, that man has believed in 
the perfectibility of human nature. You need to realize 
in your thinking how widespread is the relativistic standard 
of morals that is accepted in America on the basis of a 
naturalistic interpretation of the universe which posits 
nothing as the category of right and wrong except the 
experience of man. 

And so today we have in America this aggressive, 
dynamic, powerful movement of men held in the vice- 
like grip of a homogenous philosophy. Here is a group 
of people who are hesitant and undecided and uncommit- 
ted and unable to move out with power even though 
they profess to believe what Western culture is erected 
upon. So in between is this vast mass of people who look at 
this world problem through a haze and look at that one 
through propaganda and who therefore nullify their in- 
fluence in the world and may be counted as opposed 
to the free world. In a situation like that what is the end? 


Answers to the Problem 

Now there are various answers to the world problem that 
are being advocated in our day. May I suggest one or two 
of them to you. 

One is the answer of pacifism. I know that Christians 
differ on this but we need to once again go through the 
Bibical teaching of the whole revelation of God. We need 
to see how God established human government, how He 
committed to human government the power of justice 
and retaliation in the sword, how that He also commits 


unto men responsibility in their civic as well as in their ~ 


spiritual life. In my way of interpretation, and: I say it with 
all due regard to all who may disagree, the lifting today of 
pacifism before a monster such as this Communistic philos- 
ophy which is governing hundreds of millions of people of 
the world is suicide and we ought not even to consider it. 
Indeed, from my interpretation of the Scripture it is not 
Biblical. 

There is another view that is being raised and that 
view is that we should: have collective security. Everywhere, 
all through the warp and woof of the fabric of our nation 
we are being told that the only way of security today is 
collective security. I was in Korea not long ago and saw 
the results of the Chinese flaunting United Nations decisions 
in our faces. As there, so in other sections of the world, the 
United Nations has no power whatsoever to do anything 
but legislate, never to apply. 

Now in the membership of the United Nations are the 
ones from whom we want our security. For illustration, 
Russia has used the veto sixty-one times to invalidate 
collective action for the security of the world. If in the 
very United Nations are the ones from whom we need our 
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security or to be protected against, how can we depend 
upon the United Nations to give us the security we need 
from those very people? 

“Well,” say some. “there should be appeasement.” Toyn- 
bee, of course, tells us that Communism is nothing more 
than a self-criticism of the West, that was born along the 
Rhine with Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, transported to 
England, developed in Manchester and London; finally 
because it was a self-criticism from within the West it was 
imported to Russia and now Russia exports it as a philoso- 
phy to be used as a weapon against the West because it 
puts its finger upon the inner contradiction within the 
West itself. So, says Toynbee, because we have been the 
aggressors of the world for 450 years, therefore, now that 
the tables are turned, we should take a viewpoint of 
appeasement. There are many people in the world who 
think that. So we have had our Munich, our Yalta and our 
Potsdam and our Panmunjom and our Berlin and now 
we will have our Geneva and so on. 

Then there are those who talk about what they call 
prophylactic or preventative war. We still have enough of 
the moral law of the theistic viewpoint within our nation 
to prevent us from doing that. 

Then we come to international law. We have stooped 
to expediency and made an agreement with Tito, furnished 
him with half a billion dollars. The peace-loving nations 
of the earth are looking at us through a greater miasma 
and blur and haze because of such actions. 

I want to make three suggestions to you. 


Three Suggestions 

The first suggestion is that we need to have faith in 
the sovereignty of God. We need once again to consider 
Him who is the Creater, the Governor and the Judge of 
this world. Is it a moral world? Is the morality of the 
world based upon the nature of God? Do we sincerely 
believe that? Then, mark my words, Russia, and Com- 
munism that spawn of Hell, will sooner or later, under the 
justice of the omnipotent God, be brought down to the 
dust, “for the wicked shall be turned into hell, and the 
nations that forget God.” 

Never mind the strength of Tito or Franco or imperial- 
istic areas of the world. Stand upon the law of God and 
God will raise a banner that will rally the nations in this 
hour. Remember that the Scripture says that “God will 
destroy those who would destroy the earth.” I care not 
that Russia has the hydrogen bomb or that she has the 
cobalt bomb or if we have or if anybody else has it. 
The Bible tells us that that is the divine prerogative. He 
created the earth, He sustains the earth, it inheres in 
Christ the omnipotent One, and it will not disintegrate 
until God rolls up the heavens as a scroll and the elements 
melt as fervent heat under His divine fiat and decree. 
Then why hysteria or fear or despair? God is on the 
throne. We need to remember that in our Christian work. 

Second, I would like to suggest that we truly accept 
Christ. We talk about it, we sing about it, we testify about 
it, but do we really accept it? Do we have God’s Word 
sustaining us now in all of the ways of life so that the 
love which He has commanded has become for us a 
fulfillment of the law and that our lives are conformed 
to.the Word of God? 

Then we have Christ Himself. The intimacy, the mysti- 
cal union, the glorious fellowship of walking with God! 
Some of us are going to be thrown in the fiery furnace. 
Some of us are going to go through tribulation. Some of 
us will seal our testimony with blood before we are 
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through. Some will go the way of the cross but shall we 
forget that in the fiery furnace there was one like unto 
the Son of God? As you walk that way, Peter says “In this 
ye rejoice, though now for a season ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations: that the trial of your 
faith, being much more precious than that of gold that 
perisheth, . . . might be found unto praise and honour 
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: whom having 
not seen ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not . . . ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiving 
the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.” 

And then, He, the crucified, buried, resurrected, ascended, 
coronated and reigning Christ has given unto us the Holy 
Ghost. “He hath shed forth this which ye now see and hear.” 
Do we see and hear the evidences of the power of the 
Holy Ghost? 

I was talking with Dr. J. Roswell Flower a little while 
ago. He came from Britain where Billy Graham was holding 
his meetings. He mentioned how the little simple messages 
that Dr. Graham was giving amazingly brought the people 
just streaming to the altar. I said, “Dr. Flower, isn’t it 
true that Billy Graham has received the gift of an evan- 
gelist from the Holy Spirit?” He said, “Yes, there is no doubt 
about it.” 

Are we seeing Him whom the Lord of glory had shed 
forth among us? He said, You will have power! Paul said, 
“My gospel came not unto you in weakness but in power, 
in the Holy Ghost and in much assurance and we received 
the spirit, not of fear but of love, of power and of a sound 
mind.” Is that what we are enjoying today—the regen- 
erating power, the redeeming power of the Lord as He 
reaches out through the spirit and builds His church? 
The restraining power of the Holy Ghost in the world as He 
strives with men and holds back the self-destructive pro- 
cesses of sin? Are we seeing the mighty power that the 
Holy Ghost can bring into our lives through the glorified 
Christ, giving Him to a crucified individual? We need 
faith in God, His sovereignty, His omnipotence, acceptance 
of Jesus Christ, and then Christian action! 


What Can We Do? 

What can we do? That ought to be our question. I do 
not believe that there is any one thing that we can do. God 
has His answer but we do not have it. With us, He has 
given us a program and it is here a little, there a little, 
line upon line, precept upon precept, word upon word, 
until we can fulfill that, at least, which has been required 
of us. 

Is it possible today to have a world-wide revival? We 
cannot say today that the era of possible world revival 
is over and we cannot have it again, that we cannot have 
the outpourings of times of refreshing from the Lord 
until He sends us Jesus. I think that if the thousands of 
ministers and servants of God who are represented in the 
National Association of Evangelicals could have kindled 
in their souls the fire that burns as it burns with a passion 
in the soul of Billy Graham, we could see world revival. 
Why? Maybe God is sending him as a prophet of doom 
to Washington and Boston and Los Angeles and London 
and Berlin and the capitals of Europe, because the im- 
minent judgment is at hand. That may be, but let us re- 
member that according to the Scripture we can expect, 
until the day of the end, that there will be a quickening 
in the Church of Jesus Christ and an awakening in the 
world. 

We need, desperately, in the world a united testimony 
for the faith. Now there is one in the process of formation, 
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the World Evangelical Fellowship, that is trying to raise, 
in various nations of the earth, autonomous organizations 


that will witness as a fellowship and as an articulate evan- : 


gelistic instrument to the faith once and for all delivered 


unto the saints, in a positive way, and progress is being 


made. We need, and it will be held, in 1955, a theological 
conference which today will redefine the concepts and 
which will deal with the problems and represent to the 
whole world the one line of demarcation, the watershed 
of modern theology; namely, the doctrine of the revelation 
of God and the inspiration of the record of that revelation 
and its authority in the Scriptures. We need also world 
evangelism and I am persuaded here to suggest something. 

As the representative of the World Fellowship, I recently 
went around the world. One of the conclusions to which I 
came was this: that we had better begin pretty soon to re- 
orient our strategy. Nations are closing to the gospel. India 
is closing rapidly. Egypt is closing, Israel is closing. Other 
nations of the earth are closing rapidly. If the Communists 
sweep down through Indo-China other areas are going to 
be closed immediately. We had better, very soon, train the 
nationals and put our whole emphasis upon it. 

We need a world-wide prayer movement. I told you that 
Jesus has said “I have overcome the world.” He had not died 
yet. On the cross the Lord did overcome the world. On the 
cross, we read that He nailed the ordinances that were 
against us and made a triumph of principalities and powers 
and He overcame all and He was lifted above and set down 
above all principalities and powers and dominions, that He 
might have a Name that was above every name and that 
His Church might there be seated with Him and fill all in 
all. Therefore, we have been resurrected, and we have been 
quickened, we have been seated with Christ and we have a 
position of authority and power above principalities and 
powers and demons this day. Do we pray as if it were true? 

In conclusion, let us not be fooled or deceived by the 
prince of the power of the air into thinking that this is 
“just another struggle.” 

Do you realize that in every major struggle of history 
there has been a mixture of opponents? The theists and the 
atheists were on one side and the theists and atheists were 
on the other side and they fought each other, always. Today, 
eight hundred million people at the moment subscribe to 
the official philosophy of atheism, of the lack of the value 
of the individual and the strategy involved therein. There 
are many in Russia who do not follow the Communist line. 
But the official, authoritative philosophy is materialistic 
atheism. In America we have a lot of positivists and mate- 
rialists and naturalists and so on, but the official grounding 
of our culture is theistic and Christian. 


(Continued on page 48) 





Edgar Bergen asked Charlie McCarthy 
if his conscience ever told him what 
to do. “Yes,” replied the ventriloquist’s 
dummy, “and then | tell it what to 
do.” Which proves that the wooden 
mannikin is like most of the human 
race. Conscience is not a safe guide 
because of its subordination to the 
human will. The. only safe guide is 
the Word of God illuminated by. the 


Holy Spirit. 
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THIS MONTH'S EDITOR 

The Editor of Ererniry has known 
and loved the Headmaster of the Stony 
Brook School for a quarter of a century. 
Recently Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein who 
has brought that school for boys to a 
very high place in the educational 
world, a place acknowledged by un- 
believers as well as believers, gave me 
a copy of his new book, The Pattern of 
God’s Truth, (see p. 36). I told him that 
I was so busy getting ready for my 
teaching work in France that I would 
not have time to review it before I left 
for the summer. But having picked it up 
I could not put it down, and read it 
through to the very end, marking cer- 
tain passages and storing some in my 
mind for future use. Finally, I realized 
I had to do something about it, and 
secured permission from Dr. Gaebelein 
and the Oxford University Press, to ex- 
tract the following passages which make 
strong editorials. This book is an abso- 
lute must for every Christian who ever 
studied in a Christian college, and, 
above all, it must be taken in saturation 
doses by all who claim to be Christian 
educators. 


IS CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION CHRISTIAN? 

Let us face the fact. When it comes to 
the application of the noble principles 
upon which it is built, Christian educa- 
tion in America has much to learn. We 
have had a great deal to say about God- 
centered, Christ-oriented, Bible-based 
education. But in actual practice we 
are not doing nearly enough of it. The 
old Negro spiritual, ‘Everybody talkin’ 
‘bout Heaven ain’t goin’ there,’ might 
be paraphrased somewhat as follows: 
‘Everybody talkin’ ‘bout Christian edu- 
cation ain’t doin’ it.’ This is not to say, 
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of course, that we are not to any extent 
practicing Christian education.- That is 
too extreme a judgment. Nevertheless, 
in respect to a thorough-going integra- 
tion of Christ and the Bible with the 
whole institution, with all departments 
of study, with all kinds of student acti- 
vities, with all phases of administration, 
there remains much land to be taken. 


The trouble is that a good many 
Christian institutions are unconsciously 
deceiving themselves. Not even the 
theological seminary is exempt from 
criticism at this point. For it is a fact 
that in many a seminary the Bible has 
what amounts to a secondary place, 
though the program contains many 
courses about the Bible—its criticism, 
interpretation, and languages—the stu- 
dent learns too little of the Word of 
God itself in its plain and forthright 
power. Therefore, it is entirely possible 
for students to go to some seminaries 
and come out knowing much about 
higher criticism, dialectic theology, the 
philosophy of religion, sociology, wor- 
ship programs, and the like, and yet 
have only a bowing acquaintance with 
great portions of Scripture. As for 
many evangelical schools and colleges, 
because they have daily chapel services, 
Bible departments, and flourishing stu- 
dent activities of a Christian nature, they 
conclude that they are Christ-centered, 
Bible-based institutions, when in reality 
they have not grown up to that stat- 
ure . . . Professor Gordon Clark of 
Butler University speaks of the Christian 
college, where such good things as ‘giv- 
ing out tracts . . . holding fervent prayer 
meetings, going out on gospel teams, 
opening classes with prayer’ are the ac- 
cepted practice; ‘yet the actual instruc- 
tion is no more Christian than in a 


respectable secular school . . . The pro- 
gram is merely a pagan education with 
a chocolate covering of Christianity. 
And the pill, not the coating, works . . . 
The students are deceived into thinking 
that they have received a Christian edu- 
cation when as a matter of fact their 
training has been neither Christian nor 
an education.’ 


DUALISM OF TRUTH 


We do indeed give the primacy to 
that spiritual truth revealed in the 
Bible and incarnate in Christ. That does 
not mean, however, that those aspects 
of truth discoverable by man in the 
realm of mathematics, chemistry, or 
geography are any whit less God’s truth 
than the truth as it is in Christ. The 
difference is clearly a question of sub- 
ject matter. In the latter case, the sub- 
ject matter is of a different importance 
from the former; truth about Christ 
pertains to salvation, that about physics 
does not. To be sincerely mistaken re- 
garding scientific truth is one thing; to 
be mistaken, even sincerely, regarding 
such truth as the Person and the work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ is another 
thing. But all the time there is the unity 
of all truth under God, and that unity 
we deny in education at the peril of 
habituating ourselves to the fragmentary 
kind of learning found on some 
avowedly Christian campuses today. 

The call, then, is for a wholly Chris- 
tian world view on the part of our 
education. We must recognize, for ex- 
ample, that we need teachers who see 
their subjects, whether scientific, histori- 
cal, mathematical, literary, or artistic, 
as included within the pattern of God’s 
truth. It is one thing to take for our- 
selves the premise that all truth is God's 
truth. It is another thing to build upon 
this premise an effective educational 
practice that shows the student the unity 
of truth and that brings alive in his 
heart and mind the grand concept of 
a Christ who ‘is the image of the invisi- 
ble God,’ by whom ‘all things were 
created,’ who ‘is before all things,’ and 
by whom ‘all things consist,’ or hold 
together. 

If this is our position, if we actually 
mean to stand upon this ground, then 
we are driven to some searching con- 
clusions. Let us not hesitate to state 
them simply and directly, leaving our 
conscience to make whatever application 
is needed. Once more, then, we set 
down the premise: All truth is God's 
truth. Whereupon we must conclude 
that Christian education has a holy ob- 
ligation to stand for and honor truth 
wherever it is found . . . To be sure, 
revealed truth, as stated in the Word 
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of God and known through Christ, is 
of higher importance than natural truth. 
But the latter is also within the pat- 
tern of God’s truth. Thus it follows 
that for any of us, orthodox though our 
beliefs may be, to try to support revealed 
truth either by denying any other aspect 
of truth or by suppressing or distorting 
it is an offence against the very nature 
of God, as well as a lapse into the im- 
moral doctrine that the end justifies the 
means . . . The solemn fact is that truth 
is holy; inherent in the nature of God 
Himself, it is ever sacred. No man who 
tampers with it is guiltless. 


SEAT OF TRUTH 

For the Christian . . . the seat of truth 
is God’s revelation, contained primarily 
in the inspired Word, but manifest also 
in creation. And this truth, though on 
its highest level received by faith, can 
also be known through our reason, en- 
lightened by the Holy Spirit. The pre- 
ceding sentence expands the idea of 
truth held by some Christians. It brings 
to our attention another sphere of God’s 
revelation—that of nature. When we 
say that God has two books, we are on 
solid Scriptural ground. There is, for 
example, the Nineteenth Psalm, the first 
six verses of which tell us that the 
heavens, the firmament, day and night, 
and the very sun itself unite in their 
witness to the glory of God and the 
greatness of His handiwork, while the 
remainder of the psalm pays tribute to 
the written Word. Even more plainly, 
the opening argument of Paul’s indict- 
ment in Romans of human sin is that, 
having the witness of God in nature— 
that is to say, having God’s book of 
creation open before him and _ being 
able to read in it the divine power and 
Godhead—man is inexcusable, because, 
neither recognizing nor glorifying God, 
he has followed his own foolish and 
darkened _ heart.* 

Any adequate basis for Christian edu- 
cation must, therefore, include God’s 
revelation in creation as well as in His 
written Word. But our human under- 
standing of the book of nature must 
not be made the norm for acceptance of 
the other book, the Bible. To the con- 
trary, Christian education must recog- 
nize the fragmentary state of our know- 
ledge of the vast book of the created 
universe. . . . A great deal of humility 
is needed to avoid the rash assurance 
with which some Christians who know 


* ‘The invisible things of him from the creation 
of the world are clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead; so that they are without ex- 
cuse; because that when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God, neither were thankful, 
but became vain in their imaginations and their 
foolish heart was darkened.’ 
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next to nothing ‘about the spacious 
realm of science dogmatize regarding the 
book of creation. 

All the time, however, the ultimate 
criterion of truth is found in the re- 
vealed Word, the Bible. This is not to 
say that Christians know everything 
there is to know about the meaning of 
that criterion. It is still true, and always 
will be, until the time of the new 
heavens and new earth, that we ‘see 
through a glass darkly.’ Nevertheless, 
we of an age far removed of that of St. 
Paul should be able to profit by the 
lessons of the past. We should remember 
that there was a day when Ptolemaic 
astronomy was equated with Scripture 
truth. The equation was wrong, as even 
the strictest fundamentalist now knows; 
it was not Scripture that was faulty, but 
the Christian understanding of Scrip- 
ture. So also when the church finally 
admitted the truth of Copernican astron- 
omy, the Bible was illuminated, not 
overthrown. 


THE PLACE OF MUSIC 

One summer day, several leaders of 
the 1952 Conference conducted by the 
International Fellowship of Evangelical 
Students at Jugenheim near Darmstadt, 
Germany, were discussing music. In the 
course of the conversation, I said that 
for me there is in the music used in 
evangelical work much that is trite, senti- 
mental, and even vulgar. But, I went on, 
I had come to the conclusion that to 
condemn it would be wrong, because it 
is apparently a source of blessing to 
many, who, innocent of any real musical 
appreciation, are helped by it. In short, 
I had determined not to be a musical 
snob, even though to a cultivated taste 
much that was played and sung in con- 
junction with the presentation of the 
gospel was aesthetically disagreeable. 
Immediately there came a_ challenge 
from a distinguished leader of British 
evangelicalism. ‘My dear fellow,’ he ex- 
claimed, ‘you mustn’t say that! Don’t 
you see you are saying that the end 
justifies the means, and that is positively 
wrong.” 

Was my British friend right? Is the 
use of third-rate tunes and worse har- 
mony in our churches, youth meetings, 
evangelistic campaigns, and education, 
simply on the ground of results, really 
so wrong? Is this kind of music un- 
worthy to be associated with the gospel? 
And should it, therefore, be politely 
bowed out of our educational institu- 
tions where Christian leadership is being 
trained? These are important questions. 
An answer requires a brief excursion 
into a field almost untouched by present- 
day Christian thought—that of aesthe- 
tics. 


According to Augustine (De Musica. 
Book VI.) for Christian believers, music 
is more than pleasing sounds. Such : 
sounds are meaningless until we ‘include 
them in our own mental activity and’ 
use their fermenting quality to turn our 
soul toward everything noble, super- 
human, and ideal.’ In other words, we 
are obliged to use music for our soul’s 
betterment, because ‘like religious be- 
lief, music creates in us most easily a 
state of willingness towards this better- 
ment.’ And Boethius in the initial 
sentence of his De Institutione Musica 
puts in a nutshell the gist of his view: 
‘Music is part of our human nature,’ 
he says; ‘it has the power either to im- 
prove or debase our character.’ The two 
views, that of Augustine and that of 
Boethius, differ in their estimate of the 
inherent moral and spiritual influence 
of music; but in respect to the tie be- 
tween music and the moral side of man 
they are at one. Both imply that music 
cannot be morally neutral... . 

There is no place in Christian worship, 
to say nothing of evangelism, for art for 
art’s sake. In the Church, art must always 
be in God’s service. Surely we have am- 
ple Scriptural warrant for making ‘a 
joyful noise unto the Lord.’ Good music 
is often happy music, and joy and 
brightness have their place in Christian 
worship. The solution is something quite 
different; it is nothing short of the rever- 
sal of a trend that is bringing into wor- 
ship a kind of music which is neither 
lovely nor of good report. 

The call is for Christian education to 
lead the way to higher things. But that 
call will not be fully answered until all 
our schools, colleges, and seminaries 
espouse a philosophy of music befitting 
the gospel. So long as the lower levels 
of an art so closely linked to man’s emo- 
tions are cultivated at the expense of 
the best, we shall continue to have Chris- 
tian leaders many of whom are deaf to 
the nobler elements of spiritual song. 
Evangelicalism is due for a musical 
reformation. The reformation will come 
only when Christian education, having 
set its face against the cheap in this 
greatest of the arts, seeks to develop in 
its students response to a level of music 
worthy of the deep things of God. 


Here, as in so much else, we do well 
to listen to Martin Luther, who called 
music a ‘noble gift of God next to 
theology,’ and even went so far as to 
say: ‘We must teach music in schools; 
a schoolmaster ought to have skill in 
music . . . neither should we ordain 
young men as preachers unless they 
have been well exercised in music.’ 

F. E. G. 
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BEING IN EARNEST 


A popular author writes, “The secret 
of all worldly success is earnestness.” One 
has only to think of a man like Edison, 
toiling day and night to perfect an in- 
vention, or the painter Reynolds, sitting 
with brush in hand before a canvas 
thirty-six hours together, or the poet 
Dryden composing in a single fortnight 
his “Ode for St. Cecilia’s Day” to find 
examples of that statement. 

What a sharp contrast there often is 
between the earnestness of men in 
wordly pursuits and the earnestness of 
Christians in spiritual pursuits! 

Here is a student, bent over his books, 
eagerly applying himself to his studies in 
order that he may excel in knowledge. 
That is the way the Christian is to study 
the Word of God. “Search the Scrip- 
tures” is the way our Lord put it (John 
5:39). The word Jesus used is one asso- 
ciated with hunting. It speaks of the 
hunter's stalking game and concentrat- 
ing all his attention upon the tracks left 
by an animal. “Study to show thyself 
approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid- 
ing the word of truth” is the way the 
apostle put it (2 Tim. 2:15). We would 
make real progess in our knowledge of 
the Word of God if there were the earn- 
estness of the student associated with our 
reading of it. 

Here is an athlete, willingly submit- 
ting to the rigorous discipline of his 
training in order that he may be fit in 
every respect, with muscles developed 
and breathing controlled and endurance 
tested. We would make a real advance 
in our likeness to the Lord Jesus if there 
were this earnestness of the athlete as- 
sociated with the disciplining of our 
lives. 

Here is a physician, giving himself 
untiringly to the demands made upon 
him. So long as there is illness, and he 
can help, he cannot be idle. We who are 
Christians would be an _ incalculable 
blessing if there were this earnestness of 
the public servant associated with our 
service for Christ. As long as there are 
any about us who make no profession of 
faith in Christ, there is work for us to 
do. We may sing like seraphs concerning 
the unbelieving in other lands— 

Can we, whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high, 
Can we to men benighted 
The lamp of life deny? 
But how about the unbelieving who live 
all about us? 

The Christian must never be outdone 

by others in earnestness. 


H. W. O. 
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DEVOTION 


Several years ago there was an article 
in this magazine telling of the needs of 
seventy-five families of evangelical pas- 
tors in France. A woman living in New 
England asked for the address of a speci- 
fic family. A few months later we learned 
from the French family that the Ameri- 
can woman was sending them a food 
parcel each month and that she had 
sent proper-sized clothing for every mem- 
ber of the family. Then the French 
pastor’s wife was asked for a list of other 
pastors. Soon thirty pastors were receiv- 
ing food parcels from this one woman. 
She had obtained the clothing sizes of 
all their children, the dates of their 
birthdays and clothing was arriving 
regularly for all the families’ needs. 

Because of the writer’s heavy schedule, 
there was no opportunity to get in touch 
with this beneficent woman, but as we 
learned of her bounties, we thanked the 
Lord for her, supposing she was some- 
one of means who was doing this out of 
her prosperity. Then while the Editor 
was speaking in New England there 
came the opportunity to meet the gen- 
erous woman. It took a lot of prying to 
get the details, but here are the facts: 

Frail and despite a heavy medical his- 
tory, the woman has been working as a 
companion nurse. From her inheritance 
she has a small annuity. Every penny she 
has goes to “her families” in France. 

But her gifts had been so large I 
wondered at the size of the annuity. 
How had she been able to give so freely? 
This was another story, revealing the 
greatness of her heart. Many years be- 
fore she had befriended a baby boy born 
to an unmarried mother. The youth, 
brought up in a small town, had had a 
pretty hard time of it. But he had been 
befriended through the years by the 
woman with the big heart. He died when 
he was thirty-one, leaving her nearly 
eleven thousand dollars in savings. Al- 
though the young man’s mother had no 
legal claim upon the funds our generous 
friend gave a substantial amount of the 
bequest to her. 

What happened to the rest? It went to 
the relief of believers in Europe who 
were in definite need. And so this frail 
woman, who appears to be in her late 
sixties, has her families in France and 
considers this to be the work to which 
the Lord has called her. 

She has collected more than a ton of 
quality clothing from friends, and after 
having the various articles of dress 
cleaned and tailored to fit the needs of 
individuals in seventy-five homes of pas- 
tors in France, has paid to have the pack- 


ages shipped abroad. 


- 


Would you like to eke out two mites 
to make them ultimately effective? Make 
your check to Evangelical Aid and send 
it to us in care of this magazine. 


GREATEST VERSE 


Most of us were told when we were 
children, first beginning to learn Bible 
verses, that John 3:16 was the greatest 
verse in the Bible. I do not want to take 
away any of the brilliance of John 3:16, 
but I do want to suggest that there is a 
verse in the Bible that is more important 
for sinners, and for personal workers 
who are burdened to preach the gospel. 

It should go without saying that, in 
the sight of God, every word of the 
Lord is pure and righteous all together 
(Prov. 30:5). “Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that 
cometh out of the mouth of God” (Mt. 
4:4). When I was young I was interested 
in verses like, “Endure hardness as a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 
2:2), and, “Quit you like men; be 
strong” (1 Cor. 16:13). When my mother 
went to Heaven I needed verses like, 
“Comfort one another with these 
words .. .” (1 Thes. 4:18). When I 
come to the end of the month and bal- 
ance up my assets against my liabilities, 
I need the promises which tell me “My 
God shall supply all. your need, accord- 
ing to his riches in glory, by Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). 

Without changing the high place of 
John 3:16, let me suggest that it would 
be a great blessing to our souls in the 
understanding of the nature of our sal- 
vation, and that it would be a very 
strong arm to us in our personal work 
with unsaved people, if we would take 
another verse and lift it up alongside 
John 3:16, and in some cases, use it 
first, and stress its truths more abund- 
antly. 

The verse that I put in first place is 
Romans 4:5, “But to him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that justifieth 
the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness.” I know of no verse that 
contains so many truths. The meaning 
of the first half of John 3:16 is found in 
the phrase, “Him that justifieth the un- 
godly.” The rest of John 3:16 can be 
tucked in other phrases of the verse. But 
in addition, I know of nothing that can 
so arouse me to work. After I have 
learned that my works are totally un- 
necessary and irrelevant in the question 
of my salvation, I am overcome with 
such an overwhelming knowledge of 
the free outflowing of the grace of God 
that I have 2 great urge to do with all 
my might what my hands find to do 
(Eccl. 9:10), and that I join with the 
Lord in every phase of my spiritual 
growth in which I may have a part. 
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Make a Way tor the Lord! 


We need a disturbing that will bring insomnia and tears 
and renunciation and restitution, that will shake our lives 


By Vance Havner 


vast areas were being cleared to make room for a new 

uperhighway. They looked as though they had been 
hit by a tornado or bombed out from overhead. Homes had 
been demolished, buildings of all kinds had gone down, 
residents had moved out. Block after block had been leveled 
to the ground, pandemonium prevailed, upheaval and 
destruction reigned on the right hand and on the left. 
The peaceful serenity of whole neighborhoods had been 
blasted, familiar landmarks had disappeared. Nothing 
would ever be the same again. 

It was destructive; it was disturbing; it was expensive. 
It changed the pattern of thousands of lives. Some lost 
their tempers and some lost their sleep. It meant incon- 
venience and discomfort to multitudes of citizens. But 
TuerE Is No OrHER Way To Make Sucu A HicHway. 
You cannot build one over all that. You cannot wave a 
magic wand and make the old set-up disappear. You can- 
not put all the citizens to sleep until the work is finished. 
There is no undestructive, undisturbing, inexpensive way 
to put a highway through town. 


Res I rode through two of our great cities where 


A Highway Builder 


When John the Baptist came preaching, he was a high- 
way builder. He lived up to the advance notices of Isaiah 
and Malachi. He came to make a way for the Lord. He 
was a disturbing preacher. He called his listeners snakes. 
He put the axe to the root of the tree. He blasted and 
dynamited and demanded fruits meet for repentance. 
He disturbed the peaceful valley of the Jordan and made 
an upheaval in the wilderness. People came from every- 
where to hear him. This rugged, ascetic, outdoor prophet 
was the biggest sensation in years. Somebody has described 
the average religious service as “a mild-mannered man 
standing before a group of mild-mannered people, ex- 
horting everybody to be more mild-mannered.” That 
would not describe John the Baptist. 


Sowing in a Brier Patch 

The order of preachers in the New Testament is very 
significant. Never forget that the highway from Matthew to 
Revelation was begun by John the Baptist. Peter, Paul, 
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James and John get plenty of attention but John the 
Baptist has never been given his due. Today we have 
pastors, teachers and evangelists in abundance, but we are 
in desperate need of some fore-runners who will tear down 
the high places, straighten out the crooked places, build up 
the low places and. make a way for the Lord. We are trying 
to grow a harvest without breaking up our fallow ground. 
Jeremiah said, “Sow not among thorns.” Much Bible teach- 
ing is like sowing seed in a brier patch. Hearts are undis- 
turbed and therefore unproductive. 

It is high time that America engaged in highway construc- 
tion of a spiritual sort. We may belt the land with four- 
lane boulevards from ocean to ocean but they will only be 
targets for Russian bombs if we leave God on a detour. The 
Lord does not have the main line in our nation. Business 
and pleasure, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes 
and the pride of life, these have the green light. “There 
is a way that seemeth right unto a man but the end thereof 
are the ways of death” and that broad way that leads to 
destruction is crowded night and day. We think we are 
broad-minded but we are broadway-minded, we love the 
wide avenues of the world, the flesh and the devil. We need 
a highway for the Lord but there are few candidates for 
John the Baptist’s job. It is not popular to stand on Jordan 
and be a voice in the wilderness. It is easier to stand in 
with Herod’s court and keep in good favor with the scribes 
and Pharisees. 


A Thankless Task 


But there can be no highway for God in the land until 
we make a way for the Lord in the church. There again 
we need a John the Baptist. And there again is a thankless 
task. Church members will accept evangelism, listen to 
Bible teaching, turn out for lectures on prophecy or cur- 
rent events, but try calling them to repentance as our Lord 
called five out of seven churches in Revelation and you 
will find slim pickings. 

There is no highway for God in our churches because 
highway building is pEsrructive before it is constructive. 
We will not smash our idols. We sing 

Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole. 
I want Thee forever to live in my soul. 
Break Down Every Ipo. ... 

But singing it is one thing and consenting to it is some- 
thing else again. When Paul visited Ephesus, we read that 
“fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was 
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magnified. And many that believed came, and confessed 
and shewed their deeds. Many of them also which used 
curious arts brought their books together, and burned 
them before all men.” There is a divine order in that de- 
tailed process and you will observe that they got rid of 
some things. We want tu superimpose God’s highway over 
our crooked living and unconfessed sins. We frown on 
“negative preaching” and make light of Gideon destroying 
the altar of Baal. New highways require blasting and 
demolition and the wrecking crew precedes the construc- 
tion workers. A lot of images must be shattered and pagan 
altars demolished in our churches to make way for God. 


Revivals Are Disturbing 


Not only is highway building DEsTRUCTIVE, it is DISTURB- 
inc. How can we expect to clear the track for God while we 
sit in church on Sunday morning with folded hands and 
“Please Do Not Disturb” written all over our faces? Revivals 
are disturbing. The Word of God is disturbing. It is a 
hammer, a fire and a sword and they are disturbing. The 
gospel is dynamite, not sachet powder. How can we expect 
to be awakened without being disturbed? People cannot 
be aroused without being disturbed. Did you ever go to 
sleep, dream that you weére awake, then wake up and 
discover that you had been asleep? Such is the state of 
church members who think they are awake but are walking 
in their sleep. “Awake to righteousness and sin not. . . 
It is high time to awake out of sleep . - .” so sounds the 
alarm clock of God’s Word. Our Lord said to the drowsy 
disciples: “Sleep on now and take your rest.” That is one 
commandment a lot of Christians faithfully observe! But 
He added, “Rise, let us be going.” Too many Sunday 
morning bench-warmers want to be doped when they 
need to be dynamited. The gospel is not a lullaby to put 
the saints to sleep, it is a reveille to wake them up. 


A Healthy Upheaval ’ 


A revival is disturbing. Sometimes you hear it said that 
a revival will split a church. It will split a dead one but 
never a healthy one. New wine will burst old bottles but 
new wineskins will stretch and accommodate it. The fer- 
ment of a spiritual awakening will explode some dead 
churches but a living church will fill and overflow. 


John the Baptist, like the Old Testament Elijah, was 





a troubler of Israel and a disturber of the peace. We need 
a healthy upheaval in some of our religious settlements. 
When a highway is put through town, some people have 
to move, some are irritated, some cannot sleep, some com- 
plain. The same thing happens in a church when real 
revival comes. Some leave, some are irritated, some cannot 
sleep and some grumble. But you cannot put a highway 
for God through a church without a commotion. 

It is not only DESTRUCTIVE and DISTURBING, it is EXPENSIVE. 
It costs time in prayer. It means giving up pride and for- 
saking sinful ways. We sing “Jesus Paid It All” but when 
we put God first we know the meaning of the next line, 
“ALL to Him I owe.” We learn that we are not our own, 
we are bought with a price. Old misers who are so stingy 
that every time they give a dollar they feel like singing 

When we asunder part 

It gives us inward pain 
loosen up and quit robbing God. It costs hours of straight- 
ening out things, “making crooked paths straight.” It 
means making restitution and becoming reconciled to an 
offended brother. It costs us our very selves. 


Hard and Costly Work 


Making a way for the Lord is laborious, it calls for effort 
and hard work. Isaac digged again the wells of his father. 
He did not have a prayer meeting and ask God to send 
some angels with picks and shovels. Jesus asked that the 
stone be rolled away from Lazarus’ sepulcher. If He could 
raise Lazarus, He could have rolled away the stone but that 
was a human responsibility. We have a job to do in tearing 
down high places and building up low places to make a 
way for the Lord. It may mean tearing up some of our 
programs and throwing some of our projects into the waste- 
basket. It may mean loss of social prestige and letting some 
other church become the “Fust Church.” It may mean 
ridicule and the loss of some “influential” but godless mem- 
bers. 


Neglecting the Temple 
It will mean majoring on the major instead of on the 
minor. For instance, we are putting tremendous emphasis 


on church buildings these days and neglecting the temples 
of the Holy Spirit. Of course we need church buildings, 


(Continued on page 46) 
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A woman who is very busy and useful in Christian work said 
that the secret of her activity was a decision which she made 
when she read one sentence when she was a little girl. 
George William Curtis wrote: “An engine of one-cat-power, 
running all the time, is more effective than one of forty-horse- 
power, standing idle.” How true this is in all phases of the 
Christian life. The Lord said that He would work through the 
things that were weak and base to bring to naught the things 
that are mighty (1 Cor. 1:27). He also said that the last would 
be first and the first would be last (Mk. 10:31). You can never 
make an excuse for not working for the Lord. You do have 
more than a one-cat-power engine. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





BILLY GRAHAM RETURNS 

Billy Graham has returned trium- 
phantly but still humbly to his home- 
land after the tremendous spiritual suc- 
cess of his Greater London Crusade and 
his other meetings in Europe. 

Upsetting the predictions of many 
wiseacres in both Christian and secular 
circles, Billy Graham’s London cam- 
paign made history. It demonstrates 
what so many well-wishers of the youth- 
ful evangelist have frequently declared 
—Billy Graham is a man of God. 

As the newspaper accounts have al- 
ready revealed, the meetings at Harrin- 
gay Arena on London’s north side 
proved to be more than a local affair. 
In the early stages of planning, those 
closest to the situation feared that be- 
cause of the immense size of the British 
capital and relatively high cost of public 
transportation, the evangelistic effort 
might reach only a portion of the popu- 
lation of Greater London. 

But these fears proved to be ground- 
less. Billy Graham drew the crowds not 
only from all parts of London but from 
all parts of England and the British 
Isles. Through the extension efforts of 
his capable team members and the re- 
mote public address outlets in the cities 
of the provinces, well over two million 
heard the gospel message. Substantially 
over a million and a half heard Graham 
personally. Nearly 40,000 decisions for 
Christ were recorded during the British 
effort. 

But more impressive is the fact that 
Billy Graham reached more than the 
faithful, gospel-loving crowd. In _ his 
private contacts, Billy was able to reach 
many personages high in social, political, 
business and church life. It was most 
significant that the Archbishop of 
Canterbury participated in the final 
record-breaking gathering at Wembley 
Stadium. 

Writing in the Canterbury Diocesan 
Notes, the Archbishop had this to say 
about the London campaign: 

“Though it started with much pub- 
licity, it was not publicity that collected 
those great audiences and held them 
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with increasing interest over three 
months. Though in the mere bringing 
together of many thousands concentrat- 
ing on one topic there was necessarily 
an emotional context, there was in the 
campaign a deliberate intention not to 
exploit the situation unworthily to 
rouse emotion. 

“There was no ‘revivalism’ nor was 
there great oratory or profundity, but 
just a plain delivery of a plain message 
concerning some of the fundamental 
Christian truths about God’s gospel and 
man’s need. 

“Dr. Graham has taught us all to be- 
gin again at the beginning in our evan- 
gelism, and speak by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, of sin and of righteousness 
and of judgment.” 

Billy Graham’s impact upon the Brit- 
ish Isles has yet to be evaluated in terms 


of long-range spiritual effectiveness, as 
he himself has been quick to point out. 
Yet his has been described as the largest 
evangelistic campaign in British history. 
The throng of 120,000 at Wembley 
greatly surpassed the 75,000 who packed 
the Dallas Cotton Bowl in his previous 
most sizable audience. 

It is significant too that he was able 
to attract a throng of 75,000 in Berlin’s 
Olympic Stadium without the many 
weeks of build-up that had been back of 
the Wembley gathering. This in a land 
where the services of an interpreter were 
necessary. 

Other crowds heard him with enthu- 
siasm in half a dozen cities of the Con- 
tinent and a crowd of 60,000 at Cliff 
College near Sheffield stood for hours 
in the pouring rain to get a glimpse of 
him. 





A new record for crowds in recent evangelical history was set, according to British editors, 
when 120,000 people jammed Wembley Stadium for the final rally of Billy Graham's three- 
month London crusade. The gathering surpassed Grahams largest previous audience of 75,000 
at the Dallas Cotton Bowl last year. 
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There have been strong bids for Billy 
to return to Great Britain next year and 
there are indications that he will accept. 
The most important invitation came 
from the Church of Scotland with an 
assurance that the Anglican Church in 
Scotland will cooperate. 

Let us continue to pray for Billy Gra- 
ham that God may use him mightily 
in this our generation. 

FBI'S PROTESTANTS GATHER 

In an apparent effort to counteract the 
bad publicity resulting from the Holy 
Name Society breakfasts and other 
gatherings conducted by the Roman 
Catholic employees of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, a special Prot- 
estant vesper service for FBI workers was 
held recently in Washington’s National 
Presbyterian Church. 

The service, first of its kind for Prot- 
estant employees of the bureau, was 
sponsored by a group of clerical workers. 
Director J. Edgar Hoover arranged for 
the service to be held at the church 
which he has served as a trustee for many 
years. 

Hoover was to have participated in 
the service by reading the Scripture les- 
son but was called out of the city. His 
place was taken by Louis B. Nichols, 
assistant director of the FBI, a promin- 
ent Methodist layman. 

Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, pastor of the 
church, declared that it was “unfortun- 
ate that people who are concerned with 
fighting Communism so often ignore the 
church or scorn its role in the ideological 
battle. 

“The most patriotic thing that an 
American can do today is become a liv- 
ing part of the church of God. Our first 
line of defense inevitably turns on the 
character of our people. It was people 
of strong character who built this nation, 
and only a strong people can be trusted 
with great powers, privileges and re- 
sponsibilities as are ours.” 

SPANISH BIBLE SCHOOL FOR NEW YORK 

New York City’s first Bible institute 
in the Spanish language is the latest 
project to be undertaken by the Latin 
American Mission, interdenominational 
organization which has had a mission- 
ary outreach into Central and South 
America and the West Indies for 33 
years. 

“With half a million Spanish-speaking 
people in New York, we feel that we 
have a mission field right in our front 
yard,” explains R. Kenneth Strachan, 
director of the LAM. Mission head- 
quarters are in Ridgefield Park, N. J. 

“In 1950 we sponsored an evangelistic 
campaign in Manhattan which con- 
vinced us of the possibilities,” Strachan 
states. “Since then, many Spanish-speak- 
ing pastors have urged us to carry on 
a full-time missionary program in New 
York City’s growing ‘little Latin 
America.’” 
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As director of the new missionary out- 
reach, the Mission has called upon the 
Rev. Rogelio Archilla, former dean of 
the Bible Seminary in Costa Rica and 
one of the outstanding preachers of 
Latin America. He is currently pastor of 
New York City’s Independent Evangeli- 
cal Church in the Bronx, and will con- 
tinue in that capacity. 

It is planned to open the Bible in- 
stitute this fall. The mission also ex- 
pects to serve the “little Latin America” 
area with its Bible correspondence 
courses, gospel radio programs on com- 
mercial stations, and distribution of 
Christian literature through its publish- 
ing division, Editorial Caribe. 
ACCREDITATION FOR EASTERN 

Both Eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and Eastern Baptist College, 
located in Philadelphia arid nearby St. 
Davids, Pa., respectively, have been 
recognized and fully accredited by the 
Commission on Institutions of Higher 
Education of the Middle States Associa- 
tion of Colleges and Secondary Schools, 
according to word received ‘from Dr. 
Gilbert L. Guffin, president of both 
schools. The Seminary was founded in 
1925 and the College in 1951. 

Dr. Guffin also announced that Dr. 
Norman W. Paullin has resigned as 
pastor of Grace Baptist Temple, Phila- 
delphia, to accept the post of professor 
of homiletics at the Seminary. Dr. Clag- 
horn, professor of philosophy at the 
College, has been appointed acting 
dean. He succeeds Dr. Lyle O. Bristol. 


HOW NOT TO DO IT 

We can’t vouch for the truth of this 
ene, but we have it from our highly es- 
teemed Evangelical Press: The police 
picked up a young ruffian in one of the 
vacant lots in New York where he was 
beating up a boy half his size. They 
questioned him, learned where he lived, 
and went to his home. They found that 
the mother was out giving a lecture at 
one of the women’s groups downtown on 
“How to Bring Up Children.” 


GRAND RAPIDS VS. COLOMBIA 

In the light of the steady procession 
of outrages committed by the Romanists 
in Colombia, Spain, French Canada and 
elsewhere, the recent statement of the 
hewly-installed Roman Catholic bishop 
of Grand Rapids makes interesting 
reading. He spoke at a civic reception in 
his honor, saying there were many ways 
in which Catholics and non-Catholics 
could work together for the civic and 


common good. 

“Roman Catholics respect the religious 
convictions of others,” said the bishop, 
“even though they may disagree on doc- 
trinal matters, and they will defend the 
right of non-Catholics to their beliefs.” 

In the same stack of news releases 
comes this latest report by the reliable 
Evangelical Confederation of Colombia: 


“A mob led by two Roman Catholic 
priests and two nuns stoned worshippers 
in a Protestant chapel at Buenaventura. 
Oscar Jacobson, missionary from St. 
Paul, Minn., who was leading an even- 
ing worship service, was struck on the 
forehead by a stone.” 

As was so often stated at the Mc- 
Carthy-Army hearings: Someone is lying. 


TWO STRONGHOLDS GET MINISTERS 

Dr. W. Fitch, one of Scotland’s out- 
standing conservative Christian leaders, 
has been called to serve as minister of 
Toronto’s famed Knox Church, Cana- 
dian Presbyterian stronghold. Dr. Fitch 
was one of the contributors to the New 
Bible Commentary, sponsored by the 
British Inter-Varsity Fellowship. 

Dr. Fitch succeeds the late Rev. Rob- 
ert Barr, who died while on a visit to 
Great Britain last year. 

Boston’s noted Tremont Temple has 
called Harold L. Fickett, Jr., pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, Pomona, 
Calif. The new pastor of Tremont Tem- 
ple is the son of Dr. Harold L. Fickett, 
pastor of the prominent First Baptist 
Church of Galveston, Texas. 

Under a unique arrangement, the 
younger Dr. Fickett will become pastor 
of Tremont Temple and his father, who 
is leaving his Galveston charge, will be- 
come associate to his son and business 
manager of the church’s interest. 

In view of the record of both the 
Ficketts, the Editor predicts that Tre- 
mont Temple will again become one of 
the great strongholds of the faith in 
New England. 


REUNION IN KNOXVILLE 

One of the most commendable works 
of the Lord in all of the Southland is 
the Memphis Union Mission operated 
by Jimmy Stroud. In the course of his 
wide ministry Jimmy Stroud has wit- 
nessed the hand of the Lord at work 
in the lives of many unfortunates. 

More than two years ago an alcoholic, 
who seemed beyond reclamation, came 
to the Union Rescue Mission. Jimmy 
Stroud learned that the victim of drink 
had once been a brilliant newspaper 
man in Knoxville. His name was Selwyn 
Gilbert Holden. 

Through the efforts of the workers at 
the mission, Holden came to know the 
Lord, and after months of rehabilitation, 
Stroud employed Holden in booking 
showings of “Stop-Gap Skid Row,” a 
film produced by the mission. With en- 
couragement from Stroud, Holden began 
to correspond with his former wife, whe 
had divorced him eighteen years before 
in Knoxville. 

On June 23 Stroud arranged for a 
meeting in Knoxville’s Chilhowee Park 
Amphitheater at which Dr. Charles E. 
Fuller and his wife of the “Old-Fash- 
ioned Revival Hour” radio program 
were the featured speakers. 
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Just after Dr. Fuller concluded. his 


- address, the eyes of 5,000 people in the 


huge auditorium witnessed a surprise 
ceremony. In the presence of his former 
townspeople, Selwyn Gilbert Holden, a 
new man in Christ, was remarried to his 
former wife, Audrey. Jimmy Stroud per- 
formed the brief ceremony. 


NUNS MAY TEACH IN KENTUCKY 

Kentucky, once a_ predominantly 
Protestant state, seems to be losing its 
grip on its cherished liberties. 

Garbed Roman Catholic nuns may 
legally teach in Kentucky public schools, 
the state attorney general said in a 
brief filed in Franklin Circuit Court at 
Frankfort. 

To bar them would be “to violate 
the civil rights of members of the Roman 
Catholic faith,” the brief added. It said 
that the only restriction was that nuns, 
like all public school teachers, could not 
teach sectarian doctrine. 

The brief was filed for Wendell P. 
Butler, state superintendent of public 
instruction. Butler and the boards of 
education of six Kentucky counties are 
defendants in a taxpayer’s suit brought 
last October to restrain public officials 
from permitting the use of tax funds in 
schools where garbed Roman Catholic 
sisters teach. 

The plaintiff is the Rev. James C. 
Rawlings, Bradfordsville, retired Meth- 
odist minister and president of the 
Kentucky Free Public Schools Commit- 
tee, an affiliate of Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State. 

As a result of the ruling there have 
been threats of some 200 residents of 
Bradfordsville to march on the state 
capital at Frankfort as a protest against 
the ruling. In Marion County some 85 
garbed nuns teach in the public schools. 

Yet many evangelical Christians still 
pooh-pooh reports of Roman Catholic 
encroachment in the United States. 


BOON FOR BRYAN UNIVERSITY 

For many years William Jennings 
Bryan University, located in Dayton, 
Tenn., made famous by the Scopes trial, 
has struggled against difficult financial 
odds. But enrollment and gift income 
has increased steadily year by year, caus- 
ing University officials to use nearly 
every inch of the only partially com- 
pleted Memorial Building for classrooms, 
library, dining room, kitchen and con- 
siderable dormitory space. 

Now comes word that an anonymous 
donor has provided the Christian school 
with $100,000 which will care for nearly 
half of the $230,000 needed to complete 
the huge University structure. 

President Judson A. Rudd has an- 
nounced the goal of completing the 
building in the year of the school’s 
twenty-fifth anniversary—1955. 
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NEW CIM GENERAL DIRECTOR 

Appointment of a noted New Zea- 
lander as general director of the China 
Inland Mission Overseas Missionary 
Fellowship has been announced by the 
leadership of the great missionary or- 
ganization. 





He is Mr. J. Oswald Sanders, an at- 
torney and active Christian worker who 
for some time has served as Home Direc- 
tor of Australia and New Zealand. Ear- 
lier in his years of active service for the 
Lord he headed the New Zealand Bible 
Training Institute at Auckland for 
twelve years. While in that position he 
became editor of the Institute’s maga- 
zine, Reaper. 

His associates describe Mr. Sanders as 
being richly endowed with spiritual gifts, 
possessing a disciplined mind which 
grasps matters quickly and both an ap- 
proachable and temperate manner. 


POLISH RESISTANCE 

The Communists in Poland are un- 
able to dominate the life of the Polish 
people. In the villages there is no co- 
operation with the Soviet leaders. The 
Cardinal of the Roman church has been 
put in prison and the bishops who are 
in charge are nominally joining with 
the Communists, but few of the minor 
clergy have done so. In many parishes 
when a pro-regime priest gets into the 
pulpit the congregation walks out of 
the church. Soviet leaders have spoken 
publicly of the need of penetrating the 
life of the country and it has been stated 
that more than half of the thousands of 
villages in the nation have no local 
party organizations. 

There are great complaints that the 
peasants are not raising enough food 
and it seems beyond question that they 
could raise much more if they wished. 
Neutral observers see the situation as 


‘difficult among: the peasants in small 


part because of the traditional Roman- 
ism of the people but in large part be- 
cause of the desire of the individual to 
run his own affairs and the traditional : 
hatred of Russia. 


IN A RUSSIAN PRISON CAMP 

A German Reformed pastor, Karl 
Eursken, has recently returned to Ger- 
many after being in a Russian prison 
camp for many years. From 1950 he was 
in a camp whose inmates were con- 
demned to 25 years of forced labor. Pas- 
tor Eurksen divided his fellow prisoners 
into three groups: there were those that 
had failed with God and the world, and 
later came partially to believe, there 
were those who were obstinately indiffer- 
ent and those who from the beginning 
were: without religion. Many of the 
prisoners came to the place where they 
wished to be baptized. He held services 
in cellars, in recently-constructed build- 
ings and among wooden scaffolding, and 
there baptized several of his comrades. 
The prisoners who had been believers 
from the time they left home formed the 
core of his prison community. 

In 1951 all services were prohibited by 
the authorities. In spite of this, the com- 
munion was observed and services were 
held among small groups. He said that 
comrades who themselves had no con- 
cern with religion guarded and kept 
watch while the believers met together. 


PAKISTAN CHRISTIANS IN WANT 

The economic situation in Pakistan 
has deteriorated so rapidly in recent 
months that many Christian are in 
danger of starvation, and in some cases, 
of conversion to Islam. Zaffar Iqbal 
Zaffar, president of the Christian Zam- 
indate League has demanded that the 
Government of Pakistan, a Moslem land, 
set up a Minorities Board with wide 
powers to investigate and recommend 
measures to improve the conditions of 
Christians in the Punjab. 

The difficulties of many rural Chris- 
tians stem from the postwar partition of 
India and the establishment of Pakistan 
as an independent nation. Before the 
partition, a large segment of the back- 
ward castes had embraced Christianity. 
Poor and illiterate, these people labored 
on land owned by Hindus and Sikhs. 
With the partition almost all the Hindu 
and Sikh landlords left Pakistan and 
their land was broken up in small pieces 
and distributed to Moslem refugees from 
India. Land holdings were so small they 
could no longer provide jobs for hired 
thrown out of work. In addition, some 
10,000 Christians migrated to Pakistan 
immediately after the partition. A recent 
mass meeting in Rawalpindi criticized 
the authorities for ignoring the Christian 
refugees while making plans to resettle 
uprooted Moslems. 

(Continued on page 39) 
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The Christian puts faith to the 

test and finds that trusting God gives him 
a rock foundation and fits him for 

the circumstances into which God calls him 


small boy was once asked what faith was, and he said, 

“Faith is believing what you know isn’t true!” What is 

faith? It is not credulity. There are many adults who 
confuse faith with wishful thinking; or with a belief in 
that which in the heart one knows is not true; so much so 
that people will very often, in a tolerant sort of way, say 
te the Christian, “Well, I wish I could believe as you do,” 
and then dismiss the whole matter of the spiritual life as 
though it were just a question of credulity. 

We read in John 10, “The just shall live by faith.” And 
abundant faith means that which permeates every thought 
and overflows into every action. The abundant life is lived 
by abundant faith. 

There are three questions that confront us whenever we 
approach the question of abundant faith. Firstly, what is 
faith? Secondly, how can faith fill my life? Thirdly, in what 
way does the life filled with faith overflow? 

Faith is not make-believe. But neither is it presumption. 
Presumption is trusting someone to do something to which 
they are in no way committed. Faith is trusting a known 
person to do a promised thing. Faith always builds on 
promises and upon knowledge of the person promising. 
That is why in Hebrews 11 we read: “He that cometh to 
God must believe that he is (he must know’ to whom he 
comes) and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.” Faith then is coming to a known God and be- 
lieving that He will be as good as His covenant promises. 
There is no room here for credulity; there is no room for 
presumption (believing, for instance, that God will casu- 
ally overlook sin, or that God will give His good gifts 
irrespective of the conditions that He has laid down for 
the receipt of them). Faith is coming to a known God and 
believing that He is a rewarder of those that diligently seek 
Him. 

What, then, is the basis of faith? We have that too in this 
passage. “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.” Faith, the Scripture says, is 
substance, and very simply the word “substance” tells us 
what it is, sub- under, stance- standing. Faith is that which 
is standing under. Faith is the sub-stratum of life; faith is 
foundation; faith is solid; faith is positive. It is the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, the foundation, the rock, the 
underlying strata, to all the hopes and aspirations and the 
ambitions of the man of God. He has foundation on which 
to build his castles, not in the air, but in the glory. Faith 
is substance. 

But not only is faith substance, faith is evidence, and 
evidence is not something for which we hope but something 
of which we know. It has occasionally fallen to my lot to 
give evidence in a court of law, and one of the essentials 
to such evidence is that one must be sure of one’s facts. The 
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judge is not interested in what we may think or in the 
opinions we may have built up from our observations; he 
wants us to tell exactly what we know. And faith, therefore, 
is the substance of our Christian life, which issues in some- 
thing we know and therefore to which we can give testimony 
and evidence. Just as, with his instruments, the expert can 
walk over a field and know that oil is truly underneath 
though out of sight; so the Christian has basic evidence 
for the spiritual realities which, though they cannot be seen 
with the naked eye, are as real, more real, than the transient 
things around us. The foundation that he has for his life is 
evidence of the change that has taken place since Christ 
came in. 

Faith is one of the oldest words in the language. It comes 
in its root from the Latin word fides, from which, of course, 
we get our word “fidelity.” In other words, it is something 
that is sure and steadfast, binding and reliable. It is not in 
itself a religious thing, for it is the object of faith that is 
crucial. There are millions in the world today who accept 
Communism. They have been deluded by it; they believe 
it; they build their lives upon it. The idolator bows before 
his idols of wood and stone, and poor benighted soul, he 
believes in some vague way that that idol can give him the 
petitions he seeks. It is still faith, though misplaced. 

The materialist has his idol of possessions. He believes 
that every man has his price; that if only he can amass 
enough of this world’s goods, then the whole earth will 
be at his feet. He has faith in materialism, and, too late, 
he will discover that his faith has been misplaced. All men 
have faith; it is the object of their faith that differs. 


ABUNDANT 


Now the Christian is unique in this, that he focuses his 
faith on God. He believes that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of those that diligently seek Him, and, believing 
that, he puts God to the test and he finds that trusting 
God puts rock foundation in his life. He finds beyond 
peradventure that God is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek Him. Upon that he builds his life, and from that he 
gathers his evidence and increasingly knows in whom he 
has believed and becomes persuaded that He is able to keep 
that which he has committed to God. He may begin as the 
blind man in the gospel story with a not very intellectual 
faith in Christ. When people began to cross-question him 
he very wisely did not pretend to a knowledge he did not 
possess, but he did say: “One thing I know that whereas I 
was blind, now I see. I put God in Christ to the test and 
found a sure foundation; found that there was substance to 
the words that Christ spoke, and now I have the evidence 
that whereas I was blind, now I see.” That is faith, not 
credulity, nor presumption but a trust in a known person 
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whom we may put to the test by simple faith in Christ. 

How does faith fill the life? It begins very often as a silken 
thread. Just as when building a bridge over a canyon, a 
very fine silken thread is fired over first, and then a 
thicker rope, and so on, until the first great hawser 
stretches across the open space, so the life of faith begins 
with the very smallest knowledge of the One in whom we 
are trusting, and develops into mature trust. Similarly 
when a ship at sea is to be towed home a light line is shot 
across its bow and then a thicker towing rope can be 
pulled in. Faith begins with a silken thread of devotion to 
Christ and becomes, through experience, the controlling 
influence. 

How does this faith become strong until it is the abun- 
dant dynamic of life? There are three simple ways that the 
Scripture tells us: “Faith,” we read, “comes by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God.” Faith is strengthened by 
feeding. There is no short cut to the infilling of the life 
by faith. We are paying today in most of our churches a 
terrible price for the lack of expository teaching. We are, 
broadly, living in a day when people are heaping to them- 
selves teachers. They have itching ears, desiring to hear 
some new and attractive thing, something that appeals 
to the senses. Faith will never be built that way. Faith comes 
by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. Not merely 
by the Word read or preached, but by the admixture of that 
Word into our lives. 

We read, for instance, of the children of Israel, that the 
Word preached did not profit them. It was preached, and 
they gained no profit from it because it was not being mixed 
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with faith in those that heard. Cement is delivered in bags, 
but it remains cement and useless for its purpose, until it 
is mixed with water and becomes the concrete, with which 
we build our foundations and erect our edifices. 


Similarly, the Word of God being read or preached must 
be mixed with faith and received in that attitude which 
says: “I believe that what God says is true, and that if I 
apply this to my life and put it to the test, God will reward 
me with more Godlikeness.” It is the response of the 
heart and the will to the Word of God until it becomes part 
of the very fibre of our being; until it suffuses the sub- 
conscious mind, controls the latent thoughts, and dominates 
the conscious mind. Faith comes by feeding upon the 
Word; and just as we feed upon our meals and assimilate 
them till they become part of us, so faith develops as we 
feed upon the Word. 

But faith also develops by testing. Peter says: “The trial 
of your faith being much more precious than of gold that 
perishes though it be tried with fire might be found unto 
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praise and honour and glory at His appearing.” You know. 
that the phrase “the acid test” springs from the fact that 
if you take gold and put acid upon it, it remains gold but 
if you take almost any other metal and put acid upon it, 
it turns color and ceases to be the original metal. Now 
Peter had found (and who had found more than he?) 
that when Christ had inwrought this miracle of conversion 
in him though faith was tested and tried and found to be 
weak, yet when the acid of disappointment dropped upon 
it, it remained pure gold. “The trial of your faith,” he says, 
“is much more precious than of gold that perishes.” 

Our faith may be tested by sorrow or by scholarship; 
it may be tested by disillusionment or by some great catas- 
trophe that breaks upon us; but tested it will be, and it- 
is then revealed whether or not it was true faith. The acid 
test does not make the metal gold or not, it merely reveals 
it for what it is. So it is with faith, How many men, for 
instance, have been drafted into the services, and found 
that which they thought was faith in Christ was no more 
than the enjoyed fellowship of the church in which they 
had been raised and a sense of respectability before those 
that knew them. All that shrivels under the heat of opposi- 
tion. But if there is real faith in Jesus Christ, be it of the 
frailest form, when the acid of such a test drops upon it, it 
is still gold; it remains faith, and such an experience 
strengthens such a man or woman for the succeeding ‘years. 
Faith develops by feeding and testing. It also grows and 
strengthens by exercise. 

Abraham was strengthened by faith. Abraham was put 
into a situation which only God could deal with. In our 
civilization today we have fewer opportunities of proving 
God in these ways, than did our forefathers, and I think 
that often we are weaker in faith because of that fact. 
I remember the tremendous challenge that came to me 
when just after the war I went to North Africa, and found 
the missionary work was badly disorganized. As one looked 
around, one thought, “Can anything come from this again?” 
Many missionaries had died; mission property had deterior- 
ated; finance was short and recruits not forthcoming. Not 
only so, but conditions in North Africa after the war were so 
different from what they had been before, and I remember 
how vividly God brought me up just against this very thing: 
“Do you really believe that I can do this; that I can still 
bring order out of chaos; that I can still bring light from 
darkness; do you really believe that which you so often 
have preached and thought you believed that by the exer- 
cise of faith the mountains can be removed and circum- 
stances can be made to glorify God?” And I was faced 
with the fact that I had to exercise real faith in the way 
in which I had not done before. 

And so it seems God frequently puts us in positions where 
we need to face something that will challenge faith and in 
which we need to be utterly and only dependent upon the 
Word of. God, where by simple trust in Him and His 
Word we see coming to fruition that which can only be 
His work. If we sometimes feel we are tested almost beyond 
measure, let us remember that that is the exercise of faith 
that is strengthening the muscles of the spiritual life and 
fashioning us into men or women that can tackle situa- 
tions in prayer and glorify God in them. By testing and 
exercise the work of faith in the heart grows. 

There is one other question we need to try to answer. 
In what way does faith overflow? So often we see so little 


(Continued on page 45) 
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The Song of Samuel 


Out of bereavement and sorrow come joy and a message 


of hope as an Eskimo father brings others to his Saviour 


Mrs. Burdick, who with her husband was engaged in mission work 
at Barrow for several years, tells the story of the writing of the first 
Eskimo hymn of which we know. Since 1951, when the hymn was 
written, Samuel has remarried and has decided to go to seminary to 
prepare himself for assistant leadership in the church at Barrow. He 
left his home trusting in God. Relatives and friends helped care for 
the family. But again he was struck by tragedy. His wife grew ill 
with suspected tuberculosis and halfway through his first semester’s 
work he ,too, became ill. Now he is a patient in a tuberculosis 
sanitarium where his spirit challenges the doctors who say he is 
recovering rapidly. 

When his recovery is complete Samuel plans to return to the 
Barrow church to lead his people in serving God while his wife will 
have a turn in the hospital with opportunity to recover her health 
under proper treatment. 





amuel Simmonds listened as the small airplane flew over 
his house. He smiled encouragingly at his five small 
children. 

“The pilot has come back from Meade River. Now we'll 
see Mamma and find out why she was so long in coming 
back.” 

He watched their brown eyes beam. Martha, his pretty 
wife, would soon be home from the fishing camp. Only 
October twelfth—it seemed as if she had been gone for 
months instead of over a week. 

Then he heard heavy steps crunch the snow outside. 
Fingers fumbled at the latch and Samuel flung open the 
inner door eagerly. She must not stumble in the darkness 
where he kept the hunting and fishing equipment. 

He stared at a young Eskimo man, a good friend. Heat 
had frosted his glasses and blinded him. For a moment he 
stood as the glasses cleared; then he spoke tonelessly. 

“Samuel, the plane crashed. Arnod is hurt pretty badly. 
I guess being in Martha's parka protected him.” He paused 
and stumbled on, “Martha . . . Martha, she’s dead. They're 
all in the hospital. The pilot’s dead too.” 

Abruptly, he wheeled and fled into the cold. 

Samuel swallowed and closed his eyes. The house seemed 
to fade and with it, the children. The whole village of 
Barrow, Alaska, seemed to slide off the world leaving him 
alone on the flat, white tundra under a black sky. 

Alone! Five small children and an injured baby son. 


20 Faith comes by hearing, but is kept alive by practice 


By Loraine Burdick 


Martha was dead. 

“I must go on,” he told himself. He forced open his eyes 
and stared into brown eyes that mirrored his fear. Shakily, 
he gathered the children in his arms and began to cry 
softly. 

The next few days passed in a bewildering maze for 
Samuel and his family. Arnold would live, for he improved 
daily. Twice each day, the father walked to the hospital 
with feet dragging and head down. Arnold needed him 
now. As he shuffled through the snow, he shivered with 
loneliness. How cold and barren the world seemed! Even 
his breath turned white in the hostile, frigid air. 

But he prayed, begging and pleading. How often he 
agonized, “Oh, God, help me! Help us!” 

Samuel took time to prepare for the funeral, too. On a 
small hill south of the village, he chose a place for the grave. 
Frozen ground yielded slowly, even to a crowbar, but he 
dug steadily, pitting his leaden sorrow against the icy 
ground. His thoughts were only of the church. 

“Martha is lying in a canvas-covered box in the church 
hall. Tomorrow we will lay her here. But she would want 
us to go on. Our years together weren’t many. Why did it 
happen?” 

But another thought elbowed into his brain. “Martha 
wanted to do so much for the Lord. In the evenings, we used 
to talk about what a wonderful Saviour we had. We used 
to wonder what God wanted our lives to be. Now, we 
can’t talk; I’m all alone.” 

But a strange, indescribable peace hovered over these 
thoughts. “Martha isn’t gone forever. She’s with our Lord. 
Some day I will see Him. Then I shall see her, too. We will 
talk together again. Jesus has promised it. Oh, I must be 
ready when He comes!” 


Sorrowful Yet Rejoicing 


As he turned back to his work, Samuel began to hum. 
There was still his work for the Lord. He must not waste 
time in sorrow. The children depended on him and he had 
failed them. He must teach them to depend on God who 
would never fail. 

His humming was strange, but tuneful. It almost seemed 
like a song, but he had never heard it before. 

The funeral passed. Sorrowful relatives and friends came 
to help with the children. Samuel remembered that some 
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Some Barrow churchmen, with Samuel Simmonds third from the left in the front row. 


time before he had promised to speak at the church service 
this Sunday evening. His heart jumped. 

“I will tell them why they must not be sorrowful for us!” 
In his heart, the song came back singing its way louder and 
louder. He began to fit it with words to suit his feelings. 

So Sunday evening came. Samuel rose, feeling a little 
strange as he stared at many faces almost in tears—tears for 
him. He tried not to think of the funeral two days before. 
He wished they would not think of it either. Instead, he 
studied the faces of these friends. They loved him and 
shared some of his sorrow. But among them were some who 
did not know Jesus. They could not know Jesus gave joy 
to those who felt sad. They could not know his own hope, 
either. Oh, he must tell them about Jesus and how He 
loved them! 


The Joy of the Lord 


Fervently, he began to speak. Although he had planned 
his words before, now he felt carried away with eagerness. 
Thoughts flowed freely and in order. How he felt God's 
presence and help. His heart sang, for the joy of the Lord 
had strengthened him. He told them of God’s love. John 
3:16—he must tell them that. 

“Kaatim nakuagivilugu nuna .. .” he said. 

He must tell them that they were sinners; that Jesus died 
for them; that they must accept Jesus as their Saviour and 
live for Him. 

On and on he spoke. He told them of Jesus’ promise to 
come again, of the joy now in serving Jesus, and of the joy 
to come. 

At last, Samuel looked down at a figure kneeling near 
the altar. Someone had understood. Someone had turned to 


Jesus. Joy filled his heart with the song, his new song from 


“I am really happy,” he thought. “I didn’t think I could 
ever be happy again, yet this is a joy I have never known 
before.” 


A Song of Faith 


As he thought, words began to fit themselves to the song. 
He recognized them, for they had seemed to join the music 
as he hummed. They were God-given words to a song of 
faith. 


Oh how joyful it will be 

When Jesus comes to get the saints. 
.He has already promised us 

That He will come again. 

Oh, the blessed happiness 

That will be ours on that great day 
If we believe on Jesus Christ 

Down deep within our hearts. 


But Samuel was an Eskimo, and from his heart Eskimo 
words surged up to the Father who understands all people. 


Kuvianagisivukiakimnya, 
Jesus iykpagich okpiktoat, 
Oniksukliinganigatigut, 
Kaitkikniaknivluni. 


“God, you have taken Martha to be with you. Take me 
now and be with me. Use me for whatever you want.” With 
bowed head, he dedicated himself to God's service. 
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I" these words the Psalmist encourages himself in a time 
of national defeat and disaster, as in the presence of his 
God he reminds himself of the fact that God had given 
to him and to his people a banner to be displayed, because 
of the truth. In the previous verses he speaks of the 
“hard thing” which God has shown His people and that He 
has made them to “drink the wine of staggering” which is 
a graphic way of describing the onslaught of the enemy and 
the ravages which had been caused in the ranks of God's 
own people. 

Today as we look about us on almost every hand we find 
that the enemy is making more bitter attacks than ever upon 
the people of God. In almost every land Communism is 
gaining in power and in influence and is outright in its 
denial of God's authority in any form whatsoever over man- 
kind. Within the church modernism and false teaching 
seem daily to be becoming more prevalent and bolder, and 
many of God’s true people are becoming bewildered and 
discouraged like the Psalmist of old. Certainly this is a time 
when we need to remind ourselves of the banner which God 
has given us to be displayed because of the truth. 


The Banner Is the Sign of Identification 


Each regiment carries its battle flag or regimental colors 
as a mark of its own identification. The hearts of patriotic 
citizens have been much stirred by the dramatic picture of 
the raising of the colors on Iwo Jima, amid the hail of 
bullets and bombs which fell all around the gallant little 
band of men, who at grave risk of their lives raised the 
flag as a sign of victory and to let the enemy know that the 
American forces had arrived, and had taken possession. The 
Psalmist first of all speaks of the recipients of the banner, 
for he states, “Thou hast given a banner to them that fear 
thee.” God has given this banner to those who fear Him, 
and whom He recognizes as His own. They have been 
bought with a price, and they belong to Him, both body 
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A BANNER 


TO BE 


DISPLAYED 


Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it 
may be displayed because of the truth - Psalm 60:4 


By T. Stanley Soltau 


and soul. In deep gratitude for all that He has done for 
them they have accepted Him as Lord of their lives and 
seek to put Him first in all things. Elsewhere the Psalmist 
tells us that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 
for it is only as men fear God and have a holy carefulness 
in their hearts which will keep them from stepping outside 
His revealed will for them that they can begin to see things 
in their true perspective and understand that God is over 
all and above all and in all. Only as His will is obeyed can 
life be lived in a way that brings satisfaction to the heart 
of the person in question and to the glory of God the 
Creator. 


The Psalmist goes on to say that the purpose for God’s 
giving the banner is that it may be displayed because of the 
truth. Immediately our thoughts turn to Him who said, “I 
am the truth . . . no man cometh unto the Father but 
by me.” Those who fear God are those who have received 
the truth as it is in Christ Jesus. Christ Jesus is the Truth, 
both in an exclusive sense and also in an inclusive sense. 
Inclusive in the way in which John records it in the first 
chapter of his Gospel, when he says, “There was the true 
light, even the light which lighteth every man, coming into 
the world.” In those words John is saying that every ray of 
spiritual truth which any and every man receives comes 
from Jesus Christ as its original source. 


He is the Truth exclusively in that apart from Him there 
is no such thing as spiritual truth, and until a man has come 
to know Him and to trust in Him, it is utterly impossible 
for him to understand even the fundamentals of the great 
spiritual realities of God which He has prepared for all who 
put their trust in Him. Today there is a tremendous need 
for all those who fear the Lord, and who rejoice in the 
knowledge that they are His, boldly to display that fact 
and to let the world know where they stand, whose they 
are, and whom they serve. Only as they are ready to take 
a clear-cut, uncompromising stand for the truth as it is in 
Christ Jesus will He be magnified and exalted and will His 
purposes of victory in their lives be fulfilled. 
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The Banner Is the Mark of Leadership 


The banner is the sign of headquarters in a regiment or 
an army. When any of the troops need further instruction 
or information as to the next move, they wait until orders 
are issued by the commanding officer from his headquarters. 
The banner is the mark of the acknowledged commander 
or head, and as the symbol of leadership when it is carried 
forward it must be followed at all cost. The Lord Jesus 
Christ said to His disciples: “If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow 
me” (Mt. 16:24). To follow Christ means, first of all, to obey 
Him. Obedience is the very first lesson that has to be learned 
by a new recruit. It must be implicit and unquestioning, 
in full recognition of the absolute authority of Him who 
gives the orders and in full confidence of His knowledge of 
the situation and of His ability to lead. 

In the Song of Solomon, 2:4, we read: “His banner over 
me was love.” These words set forth the way in which the 
Lord leads His people, in tender love and sympathy for 
all their needs and with thoughtful and full provision made 
for each one as it arises. To follow Him will mean to share 
His experiences, as the Lord said to His disciples: “It is 
enough for the disciple that he be as his teacher, and the 
servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the 
house Beelzebub, how much more them of his household?” 
(Mt. 10:25). Criticism, misunderstanding, even by their own 
families and loved ones, loneliness because there are so 
few comparatively who have any real sympathy and deep 
interest in the things of the Lord, are to be expected and 
experienced by those who follow the banner of His leader- 
ship. It is all part of the necessary discipline, but it is the 
discipline which is used by the Holy Spirit to bring about in 
the hearts of the Lord’s people the transformation of life 
and character into His own glorious and perfect likeness. 

But more than all, to follow Him means to be with Him, 
to be made conscious of His presence and to enter into the 
high privilege of true fellowship with Him, a privilege 
which is only granted to those who follow, and who are 
ready to go all the way for their Lord and with their Lord. 
To enjoy the privilege of fellowship with Him makes up for 
any criticism and loneliness which may have been experi- 
enced, for the glory of His presence transforms the darkest 
hour and makes it luminous with the light of the King. 


The Banner Is a Guarantee of Victory 


In the 17th chapter of Exodus is given the account of the 
war of the children of Israel with Amalek in Rephidim. 
There, in obedience to the command of Moses, Joshua 
went out at the head of the host to engage in the conflict, 
while Moses, with Aaron and Hur, went up to the top of 
the hill and held up his hands. As long as his hands were 
held up, Israel prevailed. When he let down his hands, 
Amalek prevailed. So while Moses sat upon a stone, Aaron 
and Hur stood one on each side of him and held up his 
hands until the going down of the sun, so that a great 
victory was won. 

Moses in the act of holding up his hands was publicly 
claiming the promises and the victory of God for His chosen 
people Israel over their great enemy Amalek. He was 
publicly claiming them and holding up his hands to God 
in authority, and as the people looked at him they realized 
what he was doing and received new power and encourage- 
ment in their hearts to carry on and gain the victory even as 
God has promised. 

Not only is a banner a guarantee of victory by reason of 
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the encouragement it gives, but also the inspiration it brings, 
for it shows in a special way the interest of God in -His 
people and His activity on their behalf. Just as long as 
Moses was claiming the victory, God saw to it that his 
people were victorious. What a wonderful source of in- 
spiration it is to us to know that we have a God who is in- 
terested in all the details of our lives and has given us a 
banner to inspire us, and as a guarantee of the victory which 
lies ahead. As Isaiah, the prophet of old, wrote, “For from 
old men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither 
hath the eye seen a God besides thee, who worketh for him 
that waiteth for him” (Isa. 64:4). And as Israel fought on, 
they were fighting not in their own strength, but they were 
fighting in faith, waiting for the Lord to give the victory 
which He had promised and which Moses was claiming. 

Such a banner also is a guarantee of victory because of 
the assurance it brings. As the Lord said to His disciples. 
“In the world ye shall have tribulation, but be of 
cheer, I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). And the 
apostle who recorded these words seems to echo them in his 
first epistle, when he writes, “And this is the victory that 
hath overcome the world, even our faith.” As long as we 
are displaying the banner of God, we are carrying with us 
the guarantee of victory which will give us new power and 
encouragement every time we look upon it. It will also give 
us new inspiration as it speaks to us of God’s intense ‘in- 
terest in and concern for the well being and the victory of 
His people. It will also give us the assurance and confidence 
that He who has promised will surely fulfill, even as He has 
said. 


Jehovah-nissi—“The Lord Our Banner” 


After the great victory won at Rephidim over the people 
of Amalek by the children of Israel, Moses called the place 
Jehovah-nissi, “The Lord Our Banner.” The Lord Jesus 
Christ is the banner which God has given to us to display. 
He is the sign of identification, for we are His recipients 
because of the truth that is in Christ Jesus, and He has been 
given to us that we may display Him. Not only so, He too 
is the mark of our leadership, the acknowledged Head of all 
those who put their trust in Him, and the One whom we 
follow at all cost in full dependence upon Him and full 
surrender to Him. As long as the Lord is our banner we 
have indeed the guarantee of victory, for in Him we con- 
quer. . 

One cause of the weakness of the faith of many today is 
that they have forgotten that the Lord is their banner and 
must be displayed. They often, in place of Him, hold up 
the banner of their church or denomination; the banner 
of their reputation, their morality, their creed; the banner 
of education and scholarship and culture; almost anything 
but the Lord Himself. Unless and until He is displayed in 
all His wondrous glory, His unique beauty and His omni- 
potent power, neither can the Church as a whole, nor any 
of its individual members go forth in assurance and in 
victory to the glory of God. When He is uplifted, however, 
with faith and courage, the hosts of evil cannot stand be- 
fore Him, and glorious victories are the certain results. 

Before the war in Korea began there was a local Com- 
munist uprising there which resulted in several hundred be- 
ing killed before the Communists themselves were overcome. 
Among those slain by the Communists were two Christian 
sons of a Presbyterian pastor. When the murderer of his sons 
was sentenced to death the pastor fell on his knees before the 
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JUNGLE DOCTOR LOOKS FOR TROUBLE* 


That Dudu Called Sin 


By Paul White 


A story based on the Jungle doctor's experience 


SYNOPSIS 


Trouble was in the very air—but it seemed impossible to get to 
the bottom of it. In the village of M’bovu, a hostile chief, an 
attempt was made on the life of Simba, and Jungle Doctor found 
him just in time to save his life. Then trouble struck the family 
of the chief. N‘yani, a cripple who is being treated at the hospi- 
tal, tells of a “sickness of great strength” that has befallen the 
chief’s son. A bug has crawled into the boy’s ear and has resisted 
the witch doctor’s most strenuous efforts to dislodge it. The 
Christians at the hospital pray for the boy and for an opportunity 
to help him. 


“Heh,” said Daudi, “Bwana, no news yet of M’bangho.” 
“Kumbe, perhaps you were wrong in what you thought.” 
“Bwana, I think these words were right.” 

We talked as we went over the instruments in the operat- 
ing theatre—oiling the joints, polishing. 

“Kah,” said Daudi, “these are the things we would use, 
Bwana, if the opportunity came.” He picked up the croco- 
dile forceps, putting a drop of oil in each of the joints and 
wiggling them to and fro. “Yah,” the said, “remember the 
snake, Bwana? See, do not the forceps open and shut their 
mouth just like that snake of yours?” 

“Hongo,” I said, “I moved fast out of this room when I 
saw that snake down there, Daudi. Heeh, truly M’bovu is 
a man of wickedness, but he will yet have thankfulness that 
his snake did not strike.” 

“Kah, Bwana, I feel sure that into your hands will come 
the opportunity of saving that boy’s life.” 

Daudi put the forceps back on the shelf and set to work 
to dismantle and clean the primus stove, while I sharpened 
a series of needles for injections. He turned to the window 
and looked out toward the baobab tree. 

“Hongo, Bwana, look, look! There is a long safari of 
people. Who they are I cannot tell from here, but yah, 
Bwana, it may be .. .” ’ 

“Run to my office and get the telescope which is in the 
second drawer on the left-hand side.” 

Daudi was out of the door like a shot and I could hear 
his feet padding up the dry path. Perhaps two miles away 
from us, coming along in a long, moving line, were some 
twenty people, moving from the direction of M’bovu’s 
village. There was a queer bulge at the end of this group 
of people which might mean anything. Daudi was at my 


[. was the late afternoon of the next day. 
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side with the telescope. I focused it and looked for a long 
minute. 

“Kah, Bwana, may I see too?” 

I harided over the instrument and the dispenser looked 
with interest. 

“Kah, Bwana, truly, that is M’bovu in front. See the red 
fez on his head and his khaki kanzu. Heh, behind him come 
the old men that were here yesterday who saw N’yani. I 
know their walk, Bwana, one limps.” 

“What's that right at the back, at the end of them? Do 
you think, Daudi. . .?” 

“Heh, Bwana, it is as though they led someone or carried 
him. Heh, it is a man with his arm round the shoulders of 
a boy. It is M’bangho, Bwana. They do not carry him; he 
walks.” 

Others had noticed what was happening. Sechelela and 
Perisi came in through the door. 

“Bwana,” they said, “they're coming. Truly, God has 
heard our words.” 

Then Simba’s deep voice came at the door. 

“Hodi, Bwana, hodi?” 

“Karibu,” I replied. “Come in.” 

“Bwana, they’re coming. I have seen them. Heh, in front 
comes M’bovu himself. Truly, God has heard our prayers. 
Yah, now all you have to do is to remove the insect.” 

“Heeh, all I have to do is to remove the insect! Come 
on, my friends, while we are here, let us pray and talk to 
God and ask for His help.” 

So round that operating table, again we prayed for 
guidance for my hand in the work that lay ahead. 

“Heh,” said Simba, “you might watch carefully the words 
of M’bovu. He is full of subtlety, even as nzoka the snake.” 

“Kah,” said Daudi, “and you, Simba, and you, Perisi, had 
better not be where people can see you.” 

“Ngheeh!” nodded Sechelela. “True, but let them see 
N’yani. Kah, he is the one of whom they will speak. Make 
no mistake about that, Bwana.” 

We all went out several ways and I sat in my office pre- 
tending to fill in Government forms. This I did quite un- 
successfully, and then came a voice at the door. 

“Hodi, Bwana, hodi? May we come in?” 

“Karibu,” I replied, and in came M’bovu and two of the 
elders of his tribe. With them came Daudi. 

“Bwana,” said M’bovu, “I have come to greet.” 

“Hongo,” I said, raising my eyebrows politely. 

“Heh,” said the two old men, “also we would have joy 
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to see N’yani, whose legs have gained strength again.” 

M’bovu nodded his head. “Bwana, we would see this 
thing. It is one of wonder, because all of our village thought 
that his legs had lost their strength. Truly, your medicine is 
to be praised.” 

“Kumbe,” said Daudi, “the Bwana would have joy to 
take you to see N’yani.” 

So we all adjourned to the veranda of the men’s ward 
where N’yani, highly delighted, was giving a demonstration 
of his ability to walk. About a hundred people must have 
gathered by this time. Notwithstanding Daudi’s best efforts, 
there was a feeling of tension in the air. I whispered into 
his ear. 

“What about the boy? Shouldn’t we get on to this at 
once?” 

“Uh, uh,” said Daudi, shaking his head. “Behold Bwana, 
we have a proverb, ‘Hurry, hurry has no blessing.’ ” 

“That's all right for you, but if you had a dudu in your 
| a 

“Huh, Bwana, five minutes is small time when you think 
the dudu has been there five days. Spend a little more time 
in words.” 

I went across to M’bovu. 

“Mbukwa, Chief, would you care to see where we make 
our medicines?” 

“Heh,” he said, without much enthusiasm, “heh, I will 
come.” 

I took him to the door of the dispensary and showed him 
the bottles, the great tins filled with ointment and cough 
mixture, the preparation for injection. 

“Hongo,” he said, “there is much medicine here.” 

Some of the old men peered over his shoulder. One said: 

“Heh, it was the medicine in the small bottle that they 
gave me. Yoh, and it had strength.” 

The Chief gave him a sharp look and the old man sud- 
denly fell silent. 

“This is the room,” I said, ‘“‘where we find the dudus, the 
germs that cause the trouble in many diseases.” I pointed 
out the microscope, the various bottles and the various 
stains. 

“Heh,” he said, “it is a place of witchcraft.” 

“Kah, ng’o, this is a place of wisdom,” said Daudi. 

M’bovu shrugged his shoulders and I felt that things were 
coming to a head. Suddenly there was a disturbance on the 
veranda. ‘ 

“Yah,” said a voice, “heh, he has fallen.” 

Young M’bangho had fainted and if it hadn’t been for the 
strong arm of Simba he would have fallen flat on the 
concrete. 

Simba looked with smoldering eyes at the Chief. 

“Hongo,” I said, “the child is ill?” 

“Heh, heh,” said the Chief, “yali yatamigwe—he has sick- 
ness.” 

M’bovu turned round with a slight sneer on his face. 

“Magu gwe gwe—that is your affair. Is it my work to 
tell of sicknesses to one who can make the lame walk?” 

I whispered to Daudi. He went at a run to the dispensary, 
coming back with a syringe. The needle was thrust home. 
In a matter of seconds the boy sat up. I put my arm behind 
him to steady him. 

“Yoh,” I turned to M’bovu with a hard note in my 
voice, “great one, tell me the truth. What is this boy’s 
trouble?” 


The Chief moved from one foot to the other. 

“Eh,” he said, “he was well this morning. Behold, he 
came here and then he.. .” 

Daudi saw the smoldering hostility in Simba’s eyes. He 
saw also that I was going to say something which he feared 
might start trouble. 

Hastily he said, “Bwana, the child has sickness. Let us 
take him into the room where we deal with those who are 
as he is.” 

I picked the boy up and carried him in. With us came 
Samson and Kefa. The door was closed. 

“Yah,” hissed Daudi. “Heh, Bwana, truly he is a man of 
evil.” 

I turned to the boy. “Tell me your trouble.” 

“Bwana,” he said, “I am near to death. Heh, I have tired- 
ness. Yah, Bwana, it is this number of days (he held up five 
fingers) since a dudu got into my ear. It walks in my ear. 
Even now it walks. Yah, the pain, Bwana. My head throbs 
and throbs and throbs. There is a noise in my ear as though 
a great drum were beaten. Kah, Bwana, I am going to die. 
Help me! Oh, help me!” 

“T'll do that,” I replied, and picked up my auriscope, the 
special variety of instrument which enabled me to look 
right into a person’s ear, a tiny torch bulb, battery lighted, 
giving me just sufficient light to see. The ear was swollen, 
nothing was visible. I put in some local anesthetic and an- 
other medicine to reduce the swelling quickly. 

As Daudi poured out a strong dose of medicine to 
strengthen the lad, I said, “In a few moments now we will 
be able to help you. Let the medicines work, but, tell me, 
how did the dudu get in?” 

“Bwana, I lay on my cowskin on the floor. Behold, as I 
slept the dudu came into my ear. Hongo, it was easy for it 
to get in.” 

“Was it easy to get out?” 

“Yah,” said the boy, with a trace of a smile at the corner 
of his mouth, “Bwana, it has been a tremendous work to 
try and get it out.” 

“It was easy to get in, hard to get rid of, eh? Does it make 
you miserable?” 

“Kah, Bwana, does it make me miserable!!” He rolled 
his eyes. 

“Kah,” said Daudi, “that’s it, Bwana, that’s it . . . easy to 
get into you, can’t get rid of it by yourself, makes you 
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Seven hundred and forty-seven 


ons synonyms for drunkenness are 
pict known to a working man in north 

Finland who won a competition or- 
ganized by the Finnish Broadcasting 
Company in conjunction with the 
Foundation for Research into the 
Finnish Vocabulary. A man serving 
a prison sentence at Turku came 
second with 678. The same pris- 
oner won a prize for synonyms 
for stealing—he sent in 170. Another man knew 203 synonyms for 
lying. This rich vocabulary for such acts rises out of man’s desire to 
call his deeds by any name but the one which God has put upon them 
—SIN. 
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CHAPTER 9, part | 


THE ARTICLES OF WAR 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


each other and against God. The Lord, high over all, 

is not in the lists as an opponent, a combatant. He is the 
eternal One, working out His eternal decrees. Man and 
Satan are opposed to each other, the two in their positions 
each subordinate to God, forming a triangle with Him who 
is above all. We shall see that there is hatred from Satan 
toward God, hatred from man toward God, and hatred from 
God toward the sin that is in Satan and the sin that is in 
man. We shall also see that God Himself created the force 
of hatred that was to exist between man and Satan and 
between Satan and man. It is this latter that is one of the 
major factors in Satan’s frustration, since it is the existence 
of this enmity which makes it forever impossible for the 
two to cooperate in the organization of mankind against 
God. 


T: invisible war is waged by men and Satan against 


An Ideological Triangle 


An analogy from World War II may clarify this. Many 
people thought that some of the nations were on the 
wrong side of the conflict in the late war. Fascist-minded 
Roman Catholics, for example, thought that the United 
States should have been allied with Germany and Italy 
from the beginning in order to fight against Russian Com- 
munism. As a matter of fact, America and Great Britain 
were allied with their potential enemy to fight Nazism and 
Fascism in line with the policy of meeting the nearest men- 
ace first, even at the cost of strengthening our greater enemy 
with goods and supplies that might later be used against us. 

There was an ideological triangle: Russia against Ger- 
many, Russia against capitalism; Britain and America 
against Germany, Britain and America against Communism; 
Germany against capitalism, Germany against Communism. 
The lines were drawn in such fluid fashion that before the 
conclusion of hostilities some nations fought on opposite 
sides. Italy, for instance, began as a back-stabber for the 
sake of greed, and ended as a recognized ally of Britain 
and America for the sake of her own stability. Russia be- 
gan with a treaty of benevolent neutrality with Germany, 
and then felt the might of German attack. 


Spiritual Warfare 

In the same way, the great spiritual warfare is a triangu- 
lar warfare. Lucifer became Satan, and declared war upon 
God. God, by nature hating rebellion, sin, unrighteousness 
and imperfection, immediately manifested His righteousness 
by judgment and the conflict was on. For God, of course, 
it could not have been a mere contest between Lucifer and 
the Most High. The Almighty does not condescend to en- 
ter the lists as the opponent of one of His creatures. There 
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was to be a conclusive test before all the witnesses of the 
universe in order to demonstrate that no created being 
could succeed apart from the divine will, or bring order 
either to the chaos of judged creation or to that of judged 
mankind. There is only one will in the universe that can 
provide peace and order and righteousness, and that is the 


. will of God. 


When man sinned he was detached from God, but he 
did not become attached to Satan. On the contrary, man 
turned to “his own way” (Isa. 53:6), a way that brought 
forth hatred from the human heart toward God and de- 
manded hatred from the holy heart of God against man’s 
rebellion and willfulness. “The carnal mind is enmity 
against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God” (Rom. 8:7, 8). Thus we see the God of the uni- 
verse at the top of a triangle with lines emanating from 
Him toward Satan and toward man. There is a two-way 
hatred along each of these lines: hatred from Satan against 
God and from man against God, and oppositely from the 
holy God against the rebellion and sin in His creatures. 


Two-way Hatred 


But it is equally important that we should realize the 
existence of a two-way hatred along the base line of this 
triangle, hatred between Satan and man and between man 
and Satan. As soon as man sinned, God announced that the 
rules under which the rebellion should be fought would be 
made by Him. God would establish the rules under which 
sin should be sinned. We can well imagine that Satan would 
have desired man as his ally, if not as his subject, but God 
would not allow it that way. In His first pronouncements 
after sin entered the heart of man God decreed that there 
would be hatred in both directions between Satan and man, 
and that He, God Himself, would put that hatred there. 

Having broken the one restraint imposed by God upon 
them, Adam and Eve fled when they heard His voice. The 
effects of the fall were already visible, even to man. Because 
he had thrown off his dependence upon God, man must 
seek to rely upon himself. But the creature, looking 
around at the perfection of his God-given environment, 
was overawed by the discrepancies, already discernible to 
his high intellect, between what he had been and what he 
now saw himself to be. At that moment fear was born in 
the heart of man. It was inevitable that it should be so. 
God had created the rules of the warfare, and He had, in 
His great love, created this fright to haunt the mind of 
man, lest man should sit down in self-satisfaction and re- 
main in a fool’s paradise of self-deception until the day 
of his necessary doom. The first of the laws establishing the 
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conditions under which sin should be sinned had come into 
being: man would run from God, but he would be pursued 
by his own fears. All his lifetime, fear would clutch at him. 
And though he might seek to create fictions which would 
give him a working basis of life without fear, he would 
never wholly escape it. 


No Freedom from Fear 


Modern psychiatry, which has done so much to bring-out 
the evidence that bodily ills are often caused by emotional 
and mental disturbances, seeks to effect the cure by isolating 
the fear and bringing it out into the open where the 
patient, supposedly, can see it and, therefore, be no longer 
afraid of it. The psychiatrists may succeed with some types 
of fright, but the unsaved world will always be subject 
to fears that the true Christian need never know. We “sor- 
row not as others who have no hope” (1 Thes. 4:13), and 
we have been delivered from the “fear of death” which is 
bondage throughout the whole lifetime to those who know 
not the Lord of the resurrection (Heb. 2:15). 

The Bible recognizes two distinct types of fear of the 
Lord. Unfortunately our word “fear” has been used in a 
pejorative sense for so long that one of its noblest mean- 
ings is often obscured. When Adam says, “I was afraid,” 
he was not possessed of that fear of the Lord which is the 
beginning of wisdom. He had the fright of the Lord. A 
young bride, cooking her first meal at home, proceeded 
with extreme care that all might be exactly perfect for her 
young husband. Telling about it afterward, she said, “I 
was so afraid I would burn the roast.” When someone said, 
“Afraid? Why? Would John beat you?” her answer was a 
mere look of disdain that such a meaning had been put on 
the word she had used. She did not mean that she was 
frightened of her husband, but that she loved him so much 
that she wished with all her heart that everything should be 
according to his pleasure. The “fear” of her husband was 
the beginning of good cooking. The term “fear” of the Lord 
was never meant to express any fright of the Lord. 


Adam’s Fear 


What now took hold of Adam was a fright of the Lord 
that was terror. He ran away. Just as a child, unaware of 
the law of gravity, might step out of a window and thus 
step into the law of gravity, so Adam stepped out of the will 
of God and stepped into the laws governing war against 
God. He was now doomed to be possessed by his fears. 

When the Lord overtook the fleeing, hiding man and 
asked him the reason for his flight, a second result of the 
fall was immediately seen: man had become a coward and 
a liar. He attempted to shift the blame from himself to the 
woman and, in reality, back to God. “The woman whom 
thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and 
I did eat” (Gen. 3:12). To blame the woman was bad 
enough, but to blame God by inference was much worse. 
God had given the woman to man as a help fit for his need, 
but Adam was saying to the Lord, “If you had not given 
me this woman, I would not now be in this predicament.” 
Thus he sought to deny his own individual responsibility, 
and to shift the blame directly to the woman and indirectly 
to God. 

The Lord turned to the woman and said: “What is this 
that thou hast done?” In the woman’s answer, the same 
psychological sins appear. She had become a coward and 
deceitful. And she too sought to put the blame elsewhere, 
upon the enemy, Satan. “The serpent beguiled me, and I 
did eat.” 


Man’s Rest Disturbed 

Man had chosen to lie down in sin, but the Lord had 
planted the nettles that were to grow in his bed. Fear, 
cowardice, and deceit are to disturb .man’s rest. 

The Lord did not discuss the matter further with the 
woman. But He turned to the serpent and said: “Because 
thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and 
above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou 
go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life...” 
(Gen. 3:14). The serpent, however, was merely the mouth- 
piece of Satan, and the curse that turned the serpent into 
the loathsome, crawling reptile that we know is relatively 
unimportant, especially if compared with the curse that 
is pronounced through the serpent upon Satan. After the 
pronouncement upon the serpent, the Lord continued to 
speak, and addressing now the rebel, Satan, saying, “And 
I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and be- 
tween thy seed and her seed; He shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). 


In this passage is the first announcement of the creation 
of hatred by God, a hatred that is to flow along the base 
line of the triangle between man and Satan, and which 
completes the enmities, holy and unholy, that move around 
the triangle of God, man and the devil. It is against the 
black background of these hatreds that the doctrine of the 
love of God will shine all the more resplendently. The 
hatred that was created by God between man and Satan, 
Satan and man, was to be especially marked in its outgoing 
from Satan against the Son of Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is here announced for the first time. : 

Someone may question our statement that God created 
the hatred, But here is the explanation of one of the fre- 
quently misinterpreted and misapplied verses of the Bible. 
In Isaiah’s prophecy we read: “I am the Lord, and ‘there is 
none else. I form the light, and create darkness; I make 
peace and create evil. I the Lord do all these things” (Isa. 
45:6, 7). There have been those who have attempted to 
protect God from implications which they draw from this 
verse and which are not really there at all. Even Dr. Sco- 
field in the annotated reference Bible, making one of his 
rare mistakes, commented on the word “evil” in this verse. 
He writes: “Heb. ra, translated ‘sorrow,’ ‘wretchedness,’ 
‘adversity,’ ‘affliction,’ ‘calamities,’ but never translated 
sin. God created evil only in the sense that He made sorrow, 
wretchedness, etc., to be the sure fruits of sin.” This note 
is misleading, for it is based upon the technicality that the 
word ra is never translated by the English word “sin.” 
Though it is true that the word is rendered a total of 
thirteen times by the English words synonymous with sor- 
row and adversity, it is also true that it is translated by the 
word “evil” and “wickedness” several hundred times, in- 
cluding such usages as that in the great indictment of man- 
kind at the time of the flood: “And God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil ra 
continually” (Gen. 6:5). Dr. Scofield’s note would have 
been correct if he had written, “Heb. ra, the common 
word for moral evil, but sometimes used as the antithesis 
of peace, as well as the general antithesis of good. God did 
create the wretchedness and the sorrow and the calamity 
which always follow sin.” 

Without violating what we know of the holy nature of 
God, and without contravening any of the great teachings 
of the Word of God, the passage can be understood in 
another way that not only explains the meaning of the 
verse but casts light upon our general theme. Sin originated 
in the heart of Lucifer, as we have seen at length in 


(Continued on page 42) 
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By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


AUGUST 22, 1954 
Christian Givi 
Acts 20:35; 1 Corinthians 16:1, 2; 
2 Corinthians 8:1-9 
Devotional Reading: Philippians 4:15-20 


DATES AND (1) The passage in Acts 
SETTINGS tells of Paul’s message to 
the Ephesian elders prior to his farewell. 
It took place on his third missionary jour- 
ney, c. 57 A.D. (2) 1 Corinthians was writ- 
ten by the apostle Paul during his stay at 
Ephesus while on his third missionary 
journey,-c. 55 A.D. (3) 2 Corinthians. The 
Corinthian correspondence furnishes a most 
interesting study. There were not only two, 
but probably five letters involved all told: 
(a) A letter to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 5:9) 
which has not been preserved; (b) a letter 
from Cérinth to Paul (1 Cor. 7:1); (c) 1 
Corinthians, followed, quite possibly by a 
personal visit from Paul to Corinth so 
serious was the problem at hand. Then (d) 
a rebuking letter sent by Paul (2 Cor. 2:1-11 
and 7:8) which apparently is no longer in 
existence. Paul was heartbroken over tiie 
Corinthian situation. Finally, word came 
that all had been straightened out, and (e) 
2 Corinthians was the result with its ex- 
ression of joy. 2 Corinthians was written 
me Macedonia c. 55 A.D. 


INTRODUCTION Usually, the subject of 
giving is a very unpopular 
one in the church. Most — seem not 
to want to be reminded of their financial 
obligation toward Christianity. It is interest- 
ing to observe that all manner of excuses 
find their way to the surface whenever an 
appeal for funds is made. Actually, of 
course, there are many demands upon our 
financial resources—more than we can possi- 
bly respond to. Consequently, it is essential 
for the Christian to establish a system of 
iorities, and determine what shall come 
first in his giving, what second, etc., down 
the line. There are worthy organizations of 
national and even international repute 
which solicit our funds, who can expect 
donations also from non-Christian sources. 
In many cases, therefore, these ought to be 
put at the bottom of the Christian’s list of 
gifts. After all, there are many truly Chris- 
tian enterprises which stand for the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, who cannot expect financial 
help from any but the Lord’s redeemed 
ones. Such groups should have high priori- 
ties in our giving. 
The matter of tithing comes in for 
consideration here also. Ought a Christian 
to tithe? This is, of course, a personal mat- 
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ter between the believer and the Lord and 
we cannot legislite, or lay down hard and 
fast rules. There: are undoubtedly some of 
the Lord’s peopJe who could go well beyond 
the tithe or tenth of their income and 
never miss their donation. Others have to 
scrape and strain to even raise the tenth. 
When we, as God’s children, realize that 
we have been redeemed at such infinite 
cost, and that we owe not one-tenth but 
all to Him, we have gained a true perspec- 
tive of Christian giving. Our searching 
question must be not “How much shall I 
give to the Lord?” but “How much dare I 
keep for myself?” 

Christian giving can help us grow spirit- 
ually! That may sound liar but it is 
certainly true! Not only do we come in for 
the Lord’s blessing by giving willingly and 
liberally, but we learn that we are partners 
with the Lord, making use of that which 
He gives us to further His work on earth. 
And, as partners, we shall share in the 
dividends as well at that great day. 


The Exposition 

The apostle Paul was 

hurrying to return to 
JeruSalem in time for the great feast. But 
he did not want to leave the vicinity of 
Asia Minor without saying goodbye to the 
beloved Ephesians. Yet, to go to the city 
proper would have taken too much time, so 
he sent a message to the church and the 
elders came down to meet him at the water- 
front. It was there that he delivered what 
was actually his farewell address—a passage 
of Scripture which many ministers have 
used in their final sermon before taking 
up another charge elsewhere. And in this 
text, we find the verse assigned by our 
lesson—verse 35. 

Many have wondered from what this 
was quoted; there seems to be no record 
in any of the four Gospels of our Lord 
having spoken these words. And some have 
been disturbed, thinking that something has 
been deleted from our Bibles. We n not 
be upset! Undoubtedly, Jesus said a great 
many things that were not recorded for 
us; for surely the brief, often overlapping 
samplings of Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John could not encompass every word Jesus 
spoke during His earthly ministry. In fact, 
John made reference to just such a fact in 
the final verse of his Gospel: “And there 
were also many other things which Jesus 
did, which, if they should be written every 
one, I suppose that even the world itself 
could not contain the books that should be 
written” (John 21:25). That this is hyper- 
bole, we can at once realize; yet it was a 
graphic way of reminding the readers of 
the incompleteness of the record. Remember 
that the Gospels were not primarily his- 


ACTS 20:35 


tories, but tracts! However, all that is 
needed for us to know is included by the 
writers in presenting Christ to us. 

But Paul seems to have had access to the 
tradition concerning some of the other 
things Jesus said (Logia as they are some- 
times called) which are not recorded in the 

Our text presents one of them 
concerning the matter of giving. It might 
be somewhat difficult to convince a younger 
Christian of the truth of this statement, 
but the more mature a convert becomes, 
the more he understands that Christianity 
is not primarily receiving—but giving! 


1 CORINTHIANS One of the factors which 
16:1, 2 is both disturbing and 
helpful in Bible study is the chapter divi- 
sion. Oftentimes, an entire train of thought 
is broken because of an unwise separation 
(cf. Acts 21:40, 22:1 as the classic example). 
This passage in 1 Corinthians is similar. 
The apostle had been soaring into the 
heights in his exposition of the grandeur 
of the resurrection when suddenly he struck 
a note which, to some, might be discordant 
—yet extremely practical. It is another illus- 
tration of how Paul would combine the 
spiritual with the mundane and show that 
they are both a part of Christianity. Fresh 
from the emphasis on resurrection reali- 
ties, we are thrust face to face with the 
offering: “. . . concerning the collection . . .” 
Notice that there is no attempt here to tell 
the church member how much to give; 
no insistence upon the tithe. Rather, it is 
“let everyone of you lay by him in store, 
as God hath prospered him .. .” (v. 2). 
Some of the Lord’s people who can do it, 
ought to be willing to give more of that 
with which the Lord has blessed them, to 
make up the deficiency of those who cannot 
give so fully. We do not owe God one-tenth 
under the present age of grace; we owe 
him ten-tenths—our all! 

See also that the offering was to be taken 
on the first day of the week—an incidental 
reference to the fact that Sunday was by 
that time the day of worship for the early 
church. And, we notice something further 
of Paul’s practical outlook on life when 
we observe his call to advance storing of the 
funds. “Don’t wait till I arrive to make a 
special drive for funds; get it together 
gradually, so that when I come, I can 
merely receive it and dispatch it to the 
needy saints at Jerusalem.” 


2 CORINTHIANS Perhaps the following 
8:1—9 quotation from Phillips’ 
paraphrase will help to make the first few 
verses more intelligible: “Now, my brothers, 
we must tell you about the grace that God 
has given to the Macedonian churches. 
Somehow, in most difficult circumstances, 
their joy and the fact of being down to 
their last penny themselves, produced a 
magnificent concern for other people. I can 
guarantee that they were willing to give to 
the limit of their means, yes and beyond 
their means, without the slightest urging 
from me or anyone else. In fact, they simply 
begged us to accept their gifts and so let 
them share the honor of supporting their 
brothers in Christ. Nor was their gift, as 
I must confess I had expected, a mere cash 
payment. Instead, they made a wig coer 
dedication of themselves first to the Lord 
and then, to us, as God’s appointed minis- 
ters."* This is the true basis of giving: 
self first, and then of our means. God is not 
interested in, nor does He need or want, the 
gifts of unsaved people! But His redeemed 
own have an obligation to give of their 
means for His glory. 

Paul’s argument in verse 7 is that God 
had given bountifully to His saints at 


* J. B. Phillips, Letters to Young Churches. 
Macmillan. Guoted by permission. 
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Corinth of faith, expression, knowledge, 
diligence, love; ought they not be willing 
to give financially in appreciation of His 
gifts to them? God did not have to give 
Himself for them at Calvary, but He did 
so willingly for their benefit. Neither did 
the Corinthians have to give for the needy 
saints at Jerusalem, but it would be a ges- 
ture of their love in Christ. Then follows 
verse 9, which tells of how Christ, having 
all things, voluntarily accepted poverty so 
that He might make others rich. And, said 
Paul, the Corinthians ought to follow that 
principle in their giving. 

The example of our Lord Jesus Christ 
ought to be sufficient incentive to any 
Christian to give willingly and liberally. 
Giving can lead to spiritual growth only 
when it is looked upon not as a necessity, 
not in a grudging manner, but in a “cheer- 
ful” (Greek, “gracious”) way, realizing that 
what we give is but an investment for eter- 
nity. 


AUGUST 29, 1954 


Growth through Christian Service 
Acts 10:38; Galatians 6:1, 2; 
James 1:22, 26, 27; 2:14-17 
1 John 3:16-18 
Devotional Reading: Matthew 10:40-42 


DATES AND Acts. The passage in Acts 
SETTINGS calls attention to a por- 
tion of Peter’s sermon in the home of 
Cornelius, the Roman centurion at Czsarea, 
about the year 41 A.D. Galatians. Various 
views exist as to the date and persons to 
whom this epistle was written. The study is 
tied up with the North and South Galatian 
theories. Dates run from 48—56 A.D. See 
the August 8, 1954 and December 13, 1953 
Lesson Commentary in ETErnity for further 
details. James. This epistle has long been 
a source of controversy. The author is not 
identified except as “a servant of God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” Thus, it is not 
known which James this may be, since 
there were several in the New Testament 
era, Tradition has held that it was James 
the half-brother of our Lord Jesus Christ 
who, subsequent to His death, recognized 
Jesus as Messiah and became a Christian. 
Apparently this James was the author and 
also was the presiding officer at the Jerusa- 
lem council (Acts 15); if so, the letter was 
written before 63 A.D. when tradition says 
he was martyred. The epistle concerns it- 
self with Jewish converts to Christianity 
primarily. 1 John. The Johannine literature 
of the New Testament has presented prob- 
lems to critics through the years. Who was 
the “John” to whom the Gospel, epistles 
and Revelation are ascribed? Was it the 
apostle John, or some other John? Opinions 
are divided: (1) John the apostle wrote all 
five books; (2) he did not write any of 
them; (3) he wrote some, but not all. We 
do not have the space to treat the problem 
here. Suffice it to say that there is ample 
evidence to feel that the apostle John was 
the author of these pieces of literature. The 
dating would depend upon the view of who 
the author was. If we accept the apostolic 
authorship, this epistle can be dated c. 90 
A.D. 


INTRODUCTION One of the unfortunate 

factors in much of today’s 
conservative Christianity is that we have 
been so careful to emphasize that salvation 
is by grace through faith plus nothing, that 
there has been a decided tendency to avoid 
all works as being heresy. We stress the fact 
—and rightly so!—that there is nothing an 
unsaved man can do to become a Christian; 
his salvation is purely a gift of God’s grace. 
And--again rightly so!—we have set forth 
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the truth that. there is no necessity for the 
Christian to “keep himself saved” by good 
works. God’s saving, as well as His keeping 
power do not depend one iota on anything 
we do. However, it is right here that many 
Christians have fallen into the gross error 
of thinking that works cannot have any part 
in the life of the child of God. The slovenly 
way in which many Christians live, and the 
feeble growth and development of the 
Church are the result of this fallacious 
reasoning. 

We must make a distinction, of course! 
One cannot grow into the Christian life 
by service, as some seem to think. It is im- 
possible to take an unsaved person and 
permit him to serve in some office of the 
church in the anticipation of his eventually 
becoming a Christian because of the work 
he does for the church. This is as foolish as 
thinking that it would be possible for a man 
without any musical talent or inclinations 
to become another Paderewski, Toscanini 
or Kreisler—just by going through the mo- 
tions of hitting notes on the piano keyboard, 
waving a baton or brushing a bow over 
some violin strings. No indeed! One can- 
not grow into the Christian life by service 
or works, but once a person becomes a 
Christian, he can grow spiritually through 
serving the Lord. This is what our lesson 
sets forth. 


. The Exposition 

GALATIANS 6:1, 2One of the tragedies of a 

great deal of modern-day 
fundamental Christianity is the trend 
toward snobbishness and Phariseeism. in: 
an increasing number of cases, fundamental 
Christians—to their shame—take a stand 
on a high pedestal and look down in ar- 
rogant derision and unjust criticism upon 
those who do not measure up to their self- 
appointed standards. If a brother in Christ 
is caught off guard and falls into sin, in- 
stead of helping him, there are those who 
delight in dragging his error into public 
view. How often the text before us_ is 
twisted to read: “Brethren, if a man be 
overtaken in a fault, ye who are spiritual, 
kick such a one in the teeth . . .” This is 
an attitude of mind that the Christian 
must constantly guard against, for it is so 
increasingly prevalent. Self righteousness! 
Pious hypocrisy! Yet, the truth of these 
verses, if put into practice in our lives, will 
prove to be one of the finest ways to grow 
in grace. It is God’s pu that the mem- 
bers of the true Church ought to be one 
large family; we ought to try to get along 
with each other, help one another, share 
common problems and burdens. Incident- 
ally, the Greek word translated “restore” 
here is one which suggests the setting of a 
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broken bone. Basically, this is the Chris- 
tian’s “iat Carlet. “ine apoctie his brothers and 
sisters in Christ. is not here 
talking about willful sin, hes of 
caught off guard (“overtaken”) when least 
expecting an attack from the world, flesh 
or devil. Falling at this point is like the 
broken bone which must be put back in 
place pal ~~ ty tenderly, with the realization 
that the same thing can happen to you. 


JAMES 1:22; The age-old ees - 
2:14-17 whether a 
really be a Christian without poe ro 
some works comes into our discussion at 
this point. We know that a person cannot 
be saved by his good works, and yet as 
James has here — out, “faith, if it has 
no works is dead, being alone.” This is also 
true! Perhaps we may think of it in terms 
of an investment. God is a great Investor, 
and when He saves someone, it is His in- 
vestment for eternity; He has a right to 
expect dividends. If the dividends are not 
forthcoming, something is wrong, Or, to 
change the figure: the Christian may be 
likened to a plant from which the divine 
Gardener anticipates fruit. If no fruit is 
produced, there is something radically 
wrong. Similarly, if a person claims to 
have faith in Christ, and his life manifests 
no change—he does not live differently— 
we may have ample cause to question his 
claims to faith. “If a man says he has faith 
and has no works, can that sort of faith 
save him?” (v. 14). The answer is No! Faith 
that does not produce good works is not 
faith at all; it is vain, wishful thinking; 
a delusion! There are multitudes of folk 
who shout about having faith in yourself, 
in prayer, in religion, in this and that, but 
who have not the remotest concept of 
the reality of saving faith in Jesus Christ. 
Merely to say “I believe” or “I have 
faith” is totally inadequate. Verse 19 as- 
sures us that even the demons can say that, 
but no demon is saved as a result. Faith is 
that genuine factor which produces! We 
must be doers, not only hearers. This is 
an excellent place for the teacher of this 
lesson to suggest some practical things for 





the students to do in putting their faith 
into operation in their daily lives. Be alert 
for specific res ibilities—small and great 
—which will afford outlets for faith, keeping 
in mind that we are “created in rist 
Jesus unto good works .. .” (Eph. 2:10). 


JAMES 1:26, 27. The epistle of James is 

known as one of the most 
practical letters in the whole New Testa- 
ment with its down-to-earth philosophy. 
It is a peculiar commentary on much of 
what is called Christianity today that we 
so often define Christianity as listening to 
sermons, going to Sunday school, singing 
hymns and reading the Bible. To be sure, 
these are key factors in the Christian life, 
but there is much more involved. For 
example, James has spoken of bridling the 
tongue, visiting the needy and afflicted 
and living in the world without becoming 
spotted by it. These matters he calls “pure 
religion.” Now undoubtedly some would 
call him a “modernist” because he did not 
include a doctrinal statement as well under 
his heading of “pure religion.” But let us 
remember that our doctrinal statement is 
valueless unless it challenges us to be of 
some value ourselves to those round about 
us. We cannot withdraw into a shell and 
commune only with those who have signed 
our ten-point doctrinal statement of faith; 
the world needs the message we profess to 
believe, and ours is the responsibility of 
sharing it. Let us not be, as the familiar 
remark has put it, Christians who are so 
Heavenly-minded that they are no earthly 


For many of us, it was 
all right for God to love 
the world and give; that was His job! But 
if we are asked to have something of that 
same compassion for those round about us 
—our brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
even the world outside Christ—we hestitate. 
Christ demonstrated real love to us by His 
sacrifice on our behalf. And, glibly, we 
talk about the love we as Christians have 
one for another. But, when that supposed 
love is put to the test, how far it often 
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falls short. John has here given some ex- 
cellent advice we can all take to heart and 
practice. Then it ought to follow that 
we shall not love in word and — alone, 
but in actions which s far louder than 
words (v. 18). The love of Christ, when it 
constrains and motivates us, proves to be 
an incentive for growth through Christian 
service. 


SEPTEMBER 5, 1954 


Growth through Useful Work 
Colossians 3:23, 24; 
1 Thessalonians 4:10b-11; 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 19:14-17 


DATES AND Colossians. This is one of 
SETTINGS Paul’s “prison epistles,” 
so-called because they were written during 
his first Roman imprisonment about 60 
A.D. The purpose of this particular letter 
was to combat serious doctrinal error which 
had begun to invade the Colossian church. 
1 Thessalonians. A letter written from 
Corinth to the local church at Thessalonica 
about 50-51 A.D., in order to answer some 
of the problems which confronted the be- 
lievers, and which had been reported by 
Timothy. 2 Thessalonians was written 
shortly after the earlier epistle, also from 
Corinth, on the second missionary journey, 
c. 51 A.D. 


INTRODUCTION Our lesson for this week 

deals with Christian 
growth by means of useful work, a very 
important theme. One of the attitudes 
which the Christian church must guard 
against is the feeling that only those who 
are in full-time Christian work, or prepar- 
ing therefor, are really doing the Lord’s 
will. Oftentimes, this is a popular fallacy 
of which many of us are guilty if not in 
spoken word, at least in thought. This 
was brought home forcefully to this 
writer recently when in one of our Sunday 
morning worship services we asked the 
Lord, in the prayer, to bless our students— 
those who are ee for Christian 
service, and those who are preparing for 
secular work. One of the members thanked 
us afterward for that phrase for, as he put 
it, “so often we tend to forget that secular 
occupations are important too.” How true 
this is! The Christian man, woman or 
young person may feel just as much called 
to some secular field of endeavor as a 
ministerial student does to theological stud- 
ies. So, let us keep in mind that the Lord 
can bless His people in whatever work they 
perform, pean om they do it for His glory. 
Besides, great are the opportunities in the 
business world for reaching the unconverted 
for Christ—opportunities which a minister 
or missionary might never have. God does 
not call everyone to the ministry, but He 
does call every one of His own to be a 
missionary—in whatever field He has chosen 
for them. 

An outline of our lesson material would 
be as follows: I. The Challenge (Col. 3:23, 
24): A. Heartily; B. To the Lord—positive; 
C. Not to men—negative; D. Reward anti- 
cipated; E. The Master. II. The Method (1 
Thes. 4:10b—12): A. Progress; B. Non- 
ostentatious; C. Mind your business; D. 
Handwork; E. Good testimony; F. No lack. 
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Ill. The Restrictions (2 Thes. 3:6—13): 
A. Behavior; B. A full day's work; C. Ex- 
amples; D. No work—no livelihood; E. Be 
not weary. 


The Exposition 


COLOSSIANS In the verse immediately 
3:23, 24 preceding our text, the 
apostle Paul has left a word to servants— 
workmen. They are to be obedient to their 
masters, “not with eyeservice, as men- 
pleasers.” That is, the person who is em- 
ployed in another’s service ought not have 
the reputation of working just when the 
boss is around in order that he might be 
pleased. Rather, the employee should recog- 
nize that even when the boss is not around, 
the Lord is still watching, and he owes a 
good day’s work to his employer, and also 
to the Lord. Therefore, whatever is done 
ought to be done not to men alone, but 
because the Lord is there. This applies not 
alone to Christian work, but to all types 
of secular work in which the Christian may 
be engaged. For, however we may serve 
mankind in our daily jobs and positions, 
ultimately, we are serving the Lord Christ, 
and the Christian must never lose sight of 
that fact. 


One of the things I believe we Christians 
often forget is that when we stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ at His return 
(2 Cor. 5:10), and there receive our rewards, 
the judgment is not going to be based on 
how many souls each Christian has won to 
Christ, or how many times we have testified 
at prayer meeting, or how many tracts we 
have distributed. Actually, it will be our 
faithfulness in performing the tasks given 
to us by the Lord. If He has put you in an 
office or shop where you simply cannot give 
out tracts, and there may be no opportuni- 
ties to speak a word for Christ, do not 
complain! Your judgment will be meted out 
because of your faithfulness in just being 
a living example of Christ’s salvation. “Ye 
shall receive the reward; for ye serve the 
Lord Christ.” 


1 THESSALONIANS The apostle Paul had 
4:10b—12 much to commend the 
Thessalonian church for. Here, in the verses 
prior to our assigned text, he spoke of their 
love for each other, and praised them for 
it. But that is not sufficient; this love must 
increase more and more. And then there 
is introduced an interesting picture. Ap- 
parently, some of the members of this early 
Thessalonian church had let their enthu- 
siasm for the Lord’s return run away with 
them. It would seem that, as has happened 
in other years since that time, some of the 
local Christians felt that the Lord’s coming 
was so imminent that there was no use 
keeping on with their businesses. History 
has recorded subsequent instances where 
groups of extreme adventists sold all their 
possessions and sat idly around waiting for 
the Lord to come. However much we may 
anticipate and long for our Lord’s second 
advent, we have absolutely no warrant in 
Scripture for indolence. Quite the contrary, 
we are again and again cautioned to in- 
creased service and devotion to the Lord 
as we draw to the close of the age. Our 
attitude ought to be one of planning and 
working as if He were not coming for at 
least another hundred or more years; but 
living as though He were to come in the 
next five minutes. For, actually, we do not 
know the hour of His return and must be 
ready. So too, Paul reminded these Chris- 
tians at Thessalonica of the importance of 
keeping on with their own particular re- 
sponsibilities: “. . . do your own busi- 
ness ...” and “work with your own hands,” 
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8] ing of the business man and _ the 
laborer. 

The world at large has only ridicule for 
starry-eyed dreamers who dote solely on the 
second coming as a means of escape. We can 
expect no understanding or respect from 
the unconverted when we discard all cur- 
rent responsibilities simply because we know 
that Jesus will come back some day. Indeed, 
as Paul suggests here (v. 12) we ought to 
walk honestly before those folk who are 
without Christ, taking our rightful share 
of obligations in this life. Our citizenship 
may indeed be in Heaven (Phil. 3:20), but 
we also have citizenship ties on this planet 
while we are here. 


2 THESSALONIANS In order to understand 
3:6-13 this passage before us, we 
must realize that God puts no premium 
on laziness; slovenly, slipshod work is re- 
peatedly condemned in Scripture. Only the 
best is good enough for the Lord. And yet, 
how unfortunate it is that there is so much 
laziness in Christian circles today—from the 
pulpit on down in many cases. Just today 
as we write this lesson, we received word 
of a so-called evangelist who was invited to 
speak at the chapel service of a certain 
Bible school, and when he got up to speak 
he brazenly admitted that he had not pre- 
pared anything, but that he was going to 
demonstrate what to do when you do not 
want to take the time to prepare a message. 
And he proceeded to waste ten or fifteen 
minutes of student time with his nonsense. 
Now, such a man, popular though he may 
be, is a disgrace to the Christian ministry 
and if there were any way to expel him 
from the ministry it ought to be taken. No 
man called of God to preach has any right 
to be lazy. But then, neither does the per- 
son in secular fields of endeavor. In recent 
years, we have seen a trend toward shorter 
hours of work with more holidays and 
higher wages. And while we may have now 
reached a tapering-off period, it is still true 
that a great many people have jobs paying 
good salaries which do not require what can 
be honestly called “a full day’s work.” The 
Christian laborer, professional person or 
business man has a duty, not alone to man, 
buf to God to give of his very best to the 
work he has to accomplish. Thus does Paul 
counsel: “. . . with quietness . . . work, and 
eat... bread!” (v. 12). 


It may seem rather far- 
fetched to say that growth 
in the Christian life comes through useful 
work, as our lesson topic assures us; yet 
there is a decided connection between the 
two. The person who takes his work— 
secular or sacred—conscientiously, and 
strives to do his very best not alone because 
he is a paid employee but because he is 
making a contribution, will feel a certain 
sense of satisfaction in what he does. But 
more than that, if the person is a Christian, 
in doing his best he can have a sense of 
having been a living testimony to the Chris- 
tian life. The Christian who shirks re- 
sponsibilities, tries to “put one over” on 
the boss, eases out of difficult jobs, fails to 
accept his full share of duty—such a Chris- 
tian will never be able to bear an effective 
testimony for Christ. His actions will speak 
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louder than his words. Our Lord expects 
us to give our best, whatever our calling, 
for His glory. 
SEPTEMBER 12, 1954 
Christian Citizenship 
and C ation 
Acts 6:1-6; Romans 12:9-16; 13:1-10; 
1 Corinthians 3:4-9; Galatians 5:13-15 
Printed Text: Romans 13:1-10; 
1 Corinthians 3:4-9 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 41:6-10 


DATES AND Acts. The assigned text 
SETTINGS refers the reader to the 
account of the choosing of the first “dea- 
cons” of the early church. The date can be 
set at approximately 32 or 33 A.D. Romans. 
The epistle to the Romans was written by 
Paul to the church at Rome which he had 
never visited. It was penned from Corinth, 
during his third missionary journey, c. 56 
A.D. 1 Corinthians. See the Sunday school 
lesson commentary for August 22, 1954. 
Galaians. See lesson commentary for Aug- 
ust 29, 1954. 


INTRODUCTION Whenever the obligations 
of the Christian to his 
community and the world at large are pre- 
sented, there are many of the Lord’s people 
who seek escape from duty by saying that 
their citizenship is in Heaven, which—to 
them, at least—implies that earthly obliga- 
tions are not binding. Yet, just allow some- 
one to damage their property, infringe on 
their liberties or curtail their privileges and 
these same persons are quick to claim the 
prerogatives of their country’s citizenship. 
Actually, of course, the Christian is a man 
of two worlds and, in a sense, has a dual 
loyalty. He belongs first of all to the Lord 
Jesus Christ by reason of redemption’s 
price; and secondly he has responsibilities 
to the State as well. And so, while Philip- 
pians 3:20 does suggest an “other-worldly” 
citizenship, there are ample passages in the 
New Testament which present the obliga- 
tions of the Christian to his country. And, 
for that matter, the Christian must sustain 
cordial relations with his fellow men where- 
ever they may be. There is a definite sense 
in which the child of God, while he cannot 
be a part of the evil of the unregenerate 
man, must love his neighbor and long for 
him to come into a saving relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Thus, while the concept of 
“turn your other cheek” may not always be 
practical or requisite, the command to pray 
for our enemies and those who despitefully 
use us is to be obeyed. In short, if the love 
of God is truly shed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit, we shall manifest that 
love in our daily walk and it will be 
recognized by others round about us. 

We might suggest the following as an 
outline of the lesson: I. Deacons (Acts 
6:1-6). II. Rules for Christian Living (Rom. 
12:9-16). III. Christian’s Duty to Govern- 
ment and Neighbor (Rom. 13:1-10). IV. 
Working Together (1 Corinthians 3:4-9). 
V. Liberty Checked by Love (Gal. 5:13-15). 


The Exposition 


There is a strong tend- 
ency today with all of the 
elaborate organization of the Christian 
church, to forget that the early church had 
virtually no organization at all. The Chris- 
tians were all looked upon as equal, and 
apparently possessed all of their material 
things in common in a sort of “voluntary 
communism,” if it may thus be termed 
without leading anyone to think that it 
was anything like that which is known as 
Communism today. However, it stands to 


ACTS 6:1-6 


ETERNITY 














ae 


e_eve, we 


ie a ee 


Vers 


ant 











reason that, with the enlarging of _the 


‘ church, more organizing was essential and 


thus we have seven men appointed as care- 
takers of the material n of the Chris- 
tians. In today’s churches this office is called 
by a variety of names, but virtually every 
denominational group has some group of 
men—and often women—who occupy the 
position which these seven disciples of the 
Lord held in the early church. And great 
is the need for such an office, for the pastor 
simply cannot have the time to devote to 
this type of ministry, important though it 
is. The church that would desire to have 
its pastor fulfill his rightful duty as a pro- 
claimer of the Word of God must permit 
him time for study, prayer and prepara- 
tion. All too often, pastors are showered 
with a multitude of responsibilities and 
activities that could—and should—be borne 
by the lay officials of the church, be they 
deacons, stewards, deaconnesses, elders or 
whatever else they may be called. The 
standing jest about deacons that do not 
“deac” is more truth than poetry and in a 
pathetic state is the church that does not 
have a group of dependable men or women 
who can relieve the pastor of unnecessary 
burdens. 


ROMANS 12:9-16 Here is a series of regu- 

lations which might well 
govern the conduct of the Christian toward 
his fellow Christians primarily, but also to 
the world in general about him. Verse 11, 
for instance, might well have been included 
in last week’s lesson. The Christian is to 
look upon his obligations toward his job, 
whatever it may be, as “serving the Lord,” 
for the Lord has put him there for a pur- 
pose. Verse 14 is not always easy to do; when 
persecutions and ridicule hit, they hit hard, 
and are difficult to bear. Yet, in spite of this, 
the Christian is commanded to bless in 
the face of cursing and bitterness. Truly, 
in times of testing, the reality of our Chris- 
tian faith is displayed. Notice verse 15b: 
how many have been won to Christ through 
an understanding Christian friend—someone 
who, in a moment of sorrow and darkness, 
was willing to share the grief and point to 
a comforting Saviour. Let us all be alert to 
our opportunities. And finally, Verse 16 
offers the practical suggestion that the 
Christian ought not set himself up on a 
pedestal in a “holier-than-thou” attitude; 
such a characteristic has done much to 
turn people away from Christ and the 
church. The earnest child of God realizes 
that he is nothing in himself; all he has 
become has happened by God’s matchless 
grace. Here, in this list, are some very 
down-to-earth, practical issues for serious 
consideration. 


ROMANS 13:1-16 There could be nothing 

clearer than this passage 
to indicate the Christian’s duty to his 
country and its rulers. However much we 
may disagree with and criticize govern- 
mental authorities, the Word of God tells 
us here that God has established human 
government and we are under command to 
be obedient (v. 1, 2). The Christian has 
no right to rebel against his country’s re- 
quirements except in cases where it would 
command him to do that which is contrary 
to the will of God. The ruler—be he king, 
president, premier, governor, mayor—seeks 
the best for his government; therefore, “it 
is necessary for you to be subject . . .” 
(v. 5). This involves paying taxes (v. 6), but 
it also includes carrying out responsibilities 
toward fellow men. Debts are to be paid 
(v. 7, 8); just praise is to be given where 
due. How often we wait till a Ay is 
dead before we speak our words of ap- 
preciation. A word of praise spoken in 
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sincerity and not hypocrisy to those worthy, 
will go a long way toward —_ 
someone. To sum up, the apostle has | 

love as the consummation of the law. All 
of the seeming negativism of the Ten 
Commandments, for instance—the “thou- 
shalt-nots”—can be put into an affirmative 
manner: “. . . love the Lord thy God . 
love thy neighbor .. .” 


1 CORINTHIANS a splits, schisms— 
3:4-9 these things are disturb- 
ing elements whether in or out of the 
church. There can be no progress or har- 
mony as long as a divisive spirit reigns. It 
is for this reason that in verse 4, Paul has 
described such an attitude as “carnal”—a 
manifestation of the old nature. Cliques 
and factions in the church or even in the 
community cannot be healthy signs. Rather, 
there should be a unanimity of purpose— 
a working together—with one person plant- 
ing, another watering, and a looking to the 
Lord for the results. The Christian who so 
acts is a happy one. None of us is more 
than a “cog in the wheel”—necessary cog, to 
be sure, but just a cog. We each make our 
own contribution in the A ype! of the Holy 
Spirit but it is the Lord, ultimately, who 
gives the increase. We are colaborers with 
the Lord, as His children. 


GALATIANS The child of God must 
5:13-15 ever realize that he does 
not live to himself; he is a part of a group, 
a community, a church, state, nation. As 
such, while he possesses a certain degree 
of liberty it is, of necessity, limited. In 
America we boast of having freedom and 
liberty; yet this liberty is curtailed by laws 
that are made for our own good. The Chris- 
tian too has liberty; he is not subservient 
to a whole system of laws and regulations 
as was the Old Testament Jew. But, in order 
that the Christian’s freedom shall not ex- 
pand to become license, God has established 
the law of love. Very few 9 in their 
right minds will deliberately go out with 
the intent to destroy prem Bs most folk 
seem to take very good care of their own 
lives. The Christian must go a step farther. 
He must also have consideration and care 
for his fellow. This very attitude instantly 
curtails some of the liberties he might 
take otherwise. 


CONCLUSION He who would be a Chris- 
tian in more than mere 
name must recognize his obligations as a 
citizen and neighbor, and seek to demon- 
strate his Christianity by love in all per- 
sonal relationships. He dare not shut him- 
self off in a shell; he is a part of humanity, 
and as a Christian, a vital representative of 
Christ. Individualism and isolationism can 
never accomplish as much as cooperation 
in proper channels can. The Christian, 
working together with his fellow Christians, 
will never build a better world; but they 
will succeed in reaching those in the pres- 
ent world who need to be won for Christ. 
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SEPTEMBER 19, 1954 
Growing in Christian Love 
Matthew 5:43-48; 18:21-35; 
ams 4:25-5:2; 1 John 4:7-21 
ted Text: Matthew 5:43-48; 
1 John 4:11-19 

Devotional Reading: 1 John 3:18-24 
DATES AND (1) Matthew. The passage 
SETTINGS in Matthew 5 records a 

rtion of the Sermon on the Mount given 

y our Lord at the outset of His public 

ministry. It was spoken primarily to His 
disciples, but indirectly to the multitudes 
gathered about Him as well. The other text 
in Matthew 18 tells of an event—and sub- 
sequent ——— took place shortly 
after the crucial turning point in Christ’s 
ministry, when He spoke of His forthcom- 
ing death and the reality of the Church 
(Mt. 16:13 ff.). 

(2) Ephesians, one of Paul’s letters, writ- 
ten while he was a prisoner in his own hired 
house for two years (Acts 28:30), can be 
dated between 59 and 61 A.D. It is thought 
by some, incidentally, that Ephesians was a 
“form letter” addressed to several churches. 
The words “at Ephesus” (1:1) are missing 
from some of the better Greek manuscripts. 
Also, the letter is general in nature, refer- 
ring to no personal items as was Paul's 
custom when a specific church was ad- 
dressed. 

(3) 1 John. Much has been written 
through the years on that section of the 
Word which is known as the Johannine 
literature. Who was the author—John the 
Apostle, or another John? We do not, of 
course, have the space to discuss the prob- 
lem. However, readers may safely accept the 
apostle John as the author, and date the 
epistle about the same time as the Gospel 
—c. 85—90 A.D., when John was an elderly 
man. 


INTRODUCTION ‘The lesson for this week 
deals with a very practical 

issue that needs a great deal of stress if the 
church is to make the impact on the world 
that it should. In the Old Testament, the 
highest expression of love is probably found 
in the Shema‘ (Deut. 6:4, 5) which is still 
ted twice daily by orthodox and de- 
vout Jews. Possibly one of the finest evi- 
dences of love is found in the story of 
Hosea’s marital difficulties by which God 
gave an object lesson of love to His people. 
Love, in the Old Testament, describes affec- 
tion, God's love for His people and Israel’s 
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love for God—which, incidentally, was fre- 
quently a wayward love. In the New Testa- 
ment God’s love to man is revealed again 
and again by precept and example. Man's 
love to God is encouraged and exhorted, 
and man’s love for his fellow man is set 
forth as a requirement. Jesus summed up 
the austere Ten Commandments in two 
brief statements, reflecting the hidden pur- 
poses of love: love for God, and love for 
neighbor. The well-known thirteenth chap- 
ter of 1 Corinthians is, of course, the “love 
chapter”—central passage on the theme. 
Jesus commissioned His disciples to love one 
another in the way He had loved them—a 
responsibility which is not always carried 
out by modern-day disciples, nor has it been 
through the intervening centuries. 

We submit the following as an outline: 
I. The Call to Perfection (Mt. 5:43-48): A. 
Going beyond requirements; B. Divine love 
the example. II. Love in Action (Mt. 18:21- 
35): A. Forgiving one another; B. The 
divine requirement. III. Members One of 
Another (Eph. 4:25—5:2): A. Exclude the 
devil; B. Grieve not the Spirit; C. As God, 
for Christ’s sake . . . IV. Love Is of God (1 
John 4:7-21): A. God’s initiative; B. Our 
response; C. Loving the brethren. 

The Exposition 

During the captivity of 
5:43-58 the Jews in Babylon, the 
knowledge of the Hebrew language gradu- 
ally died out to the extent that on their 
return and in the subsequent years up to 
the time of Christ, Aramaic came to be the 
spoken language. Therefore, it was neces- 
sary for the religious leaders to interpret 
the Hebrew Old Testament writings for the 

le by their translation into Aramaic. 
Unfortunately, their “translation” was more 
often a “paraphrase” including the insertion 
of some of their own ideas which were not 
always in the text. These were called tar- 
gums, and it is probable that Jesus referred 
to this sort of practice by His statement 
“you have heard that it hath been said . . .” 
(v. 20, 27, 31, 33, 38, 43). Christ’s command 
—“I say unto you”—superseded anything 
that any targum might have presented, and 
His,command was to love enemies, and 
pray for those who hate you. It is one thing 
—and relatively easy, at that—to love those 
who are kind, those who. love us. But here, 
our Lord demands that we go beyond this, 
even as He did (see Rom. 5:7, 8). This is 
the call to perfection (v. 48). 


MATTHEW Peter was always one to 
18:21-35 attempt to show off his 
piety; this he did on numerous occasions 
(see Mt. 14:28; 16:22; Mk. 14:29; John 13:8; 
13:37). So here, Peter endeavored to demon- 
strate what he thought was a great deal of 
benevolence toward a sinning brother. 
Imagine! He was willing to forgive him 
seven times. Was this not ample? In an- 
swer, the Lord Jesus gave the illustration 
of the unjust servant as a stringent lesson 
in the fine art of forgiveness. One of the 
cardinal requirements of the Christian life 
is the willingness to forgive our brothers 
and sisters in Christ when they are truly 
repentant. It is sheer tragedy today that 
so often the church has departed so far 
from its Lord’s wishes. The apostle Paul, 
in Galatians 6:1, presents some valuable 
advice which we Christians can take to 
heart. When a brother is “overtaken” (lit., 
caught off guard) by some sin, we who claim 
spiritual discernment are to help to re- 
store such a one when he comes penitently. 
In many cases, however, instead of being 
restored, the erring brother is knocked 
down again—this time, by his “Christian” 
brothers and sisters who tear his reputation 
to shreds. We must constantly guard against 
this! 


MATTHEW 





The Christian Church is 


EPHESIANS 
presented in the form of 


4:25—5:2 
.the Body of Christ, with each of us being 


a portion of that body, and Christ, the 
Head. Thus, as Paul here points out, we 
are “members one of another.” In the phy- 
sical body, if one portion becomes diseased, 
the whole body feels the effects. If one has 
an upset stomach, usually chills or fever 
and a headache plus a generally miserable 
feeling accompany the ailment. So with 
the Body of Christ, the Church. There 
ought to be such a unity that each member 
shall be alert to the needs of other mem- 
bers. In this connection, a series of obliga- 
tions are set forth in verses 26—32. Verse 
26 permits anger in the Christian—righteous 
indignation—but the anger is not to develop 
into a grudge. If the sun goes down on the 
anger without its having been dissipated, 
there is something wrong. Williams trans- 
lates verse 27 as “Stop giving the Devil a 
chance!” It is important to notice that the 
Christian can be attacked through three 
channels: the world, the flesh and the 
devil. God has made provision for each. 
We are called upon to “love not the 
world ...” (1 John 2:15) and “be not con- 
formed to this world . . .” (Rom. 12:2); we 
are to turn around and run when the flesh 
rises up; it is too powerful for us to battle 
against (2 Tim. 2:22); but we are to resist 
the devil (Jas. 4:7). The child of God must 
be constantly alert to see that he does not 
grieve the Holy Spirit. We cannot chase 
Him away, or lose Him, but we may easily 
grieve Him by our thoughtlessness, our sin 
and our laxness. The more we grow in love, 
the more we shall be conscious of the lead- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. And finally, there is 
the command to kind to one another— 
i.e., the manifesting of the love of Christ 
to others, forgiving our erring co-members 
even as God has already forgiven us. 


1 JOHN One of the most impor- 
4:7-21 tant truths in the whole 
of the Word of God is that which is set 
forth in verse 10—i.e., that God took the 
initiative in His love toward mankind. If 
it were left up to man, he would never love 
God. God must take the first step, and He 
has done this in conveying divine life to 
man who is dead in trespasses and sin. Once 
this divine life has begun to function in 
man, man expresses love toward God and 
toward his fellow man because the flame 
has been kindled by God Himself. It is for 
this reason that John could say (v. 8) that 
the one who does not express love obviously 
does not know God. God is love and when 
He fills our beings, He floods the soul with 
love. 

A word of caution: do not stress the fact 
that God is love to the exclusion of God's 
other attributes. Some of the cults have 
done this and have distorted philosophies as 
a result. However, the text concludes with 
the practical side of the love of God in us 
(v. 20). A man may make strong claim to 
having God’s love dwelling in him, and 
the fact that he loves God in Christ with 
a strong devotion. But, if that love does 
not produce a corresponding love in him 
for his fellow human being—particularly 
his fellow Christian—we may echo John’s 
statement: “He is a liar!” 

CONCLUSION “Growing in Christian 

Love” is the title for our 
lesson. The obvious implication is that there 
must be a deepening of our love for one 
another in Christ. We sing at the Com- 
munion Service, “Blest be the tie that binds 
our hearts in Christian love.” This tie 
must bind more tightly as days, months and 
years progress. As the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts, that love must flow 
through us to others in an ever-increasing 
measure. 
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RatpH L. Kerrer, Book Review Editor 


Climbing on Track. A Biography of Fred 
Mitchell. By Phyllis Thompson. China 
Inland Mission. 147 p. $1.25 
This brief and moving story of the life of 

Fred Mitchell has been eagerly awaited by 
the many friends he made in this country 
during his few and brief visits to the U. S. 
Just over a year ago Fred Mitchell was one 
of the passengers aboard Britain’s jet air 
liner which smashed soon after the take- 
off of its journey from Calcutta to Singa- 
pore. The last routine message relayed by 
the radio officer was “climbing on track” and 
the author most aptly takes this phrase to 
epitomize the life of this gracious and 
gifted man who just walked with God. 


Fred Mitchell had fame thrust upon him 
late in his career when he became first the 
Home Director of the CIM at one of the 
most difficult periods in its ministry and 
then when he assumed the chairmanship of 
Britain’s world famous Keswick convention. 
But he will be particularly remembered as 
a personal friend to whom many turned for 
personal sympathy and understanding in 
time of human distress, perplexity and 
need, or, as the prologue to the book so 
finely says, “His bigness, with time for 
everyone’s affairs, is one of the great things 
I appreciate so much about him.” One of 
the many letters from America said, “I 
have never met a man more about his 
Master’s business.” 

The biography gives us the message of 
the life of Fred Mitchell. For the first forty- 
five years of life the pathway he traversed 
was similar to that of thousands of other 
self-made, moderately successful business 
men. He was just a provincial chemist with 
a great deal of Christian activity, but on 
that humdrum track he walked with God, 
climbing steadily in spiritual experience. 
When prominent positions came to him 
he just went on, climbing steadily on this 
new track that was appointed as the other 
had been. “He walked with God; and he 
was not; for God took him.” 

Our age needs this message and this book 
should be a signpost to those who seriously 
seek it. 

Rosert I. BROWN 


The Lord of the Harvest. S. Franklin Logs- 
don. Zondervan. 153 pp. $2.00. 

Here is an excellent book written by the 
former pastor of Moody Memorial Church 
in Chicago, and dealing with the person 
and work of the Holy Spirit. Much has been 
written and said concerning the Holy Spirit. 
What is deeply needed are more writings 
which make the truths of the Spirit in- 
creasingly vital and practical for our own 


appropriation. This Dr. Logsdon has ad- 
mirably succeeded in doing. 

Christians sometimes forget that once 
they have been born again, they have the 
Holy Spirit in full measure. We shall never 
have more of Him than we have when we 
are saved. But, as has so often been pointed 
out, it is extremely important that He have 
more of us. The author states that it 
“staggers the imagination to think what 
would be the outcome if every true Chris- 
tian were to occupy the place of the Lord’s 
assignment” and thus be used by the Spirit. 
There are sixteen chapters in the k, 
each presenting some phase of the Spirit’s 
ministry in relation to mankind. A healthy 
recognition of God’s proper sovereignty is 
sensed throughout the book, refreshing in 
a day when man is so often exalted. This 
book is highly recommended for the Chris- 
tian’s reading list. 

. H. H. E. 
The Billy Graham Story. Charles T. Cook. 

Van Kampen Press. 128 pp. $1.95. 

The name of Billy.Graham is known the 
world around. His engaging personality and 
dynamic evangelism have captured the 
masses in our day, and he may correctly be 
said to be reaching the attention of greater 
audiences than have ever before listened 
to such a preacher. That an authoritative 
and up-to-date story will merit a large 
reading is a foregone conclusion. 

The author, assisted by Jerry Beavan, 
Executive Secretary of the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Team, has given a warm and 
intimate glimpse into the life, family and 
labors of Billy Graham with a fine chapter 
concerning the secrets of his success, and 
the printing of five representative sermons. 
Several pictures enhance this little volume. 
The story brings the reader to January, 
1954, in Mr. Graham’s ministry, and serves 
the reader as a splendid introduction to the 
man and his message. 

DwicHt HERVEY SMALL 
Ellicott’s Commentary on the Whole Bible. 

Charles John Ellicott, Editor. Vol. Il. 

Zondervan. 511 pp. $5.95. 

Commentaries on the New Testament 
books are rather plentiful today, but it isn’t 
always easy to obtain good commentaries on 
some of the Old Testament books written 
for English readers. The reprinting of 
Ellicott’s Commentary is filling a real need. 
Here is the fifth published volume in the 
series, covering the Bible books of Deuter- 
onomy through 2 Samuel, the comments 
written by such men as C. H. Waller, F. W. 
Farrar, R. Sinker, H. D. M. Spence and F. 
Gardiner—all influential scholars of a past 
generation. 
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As in former volumes, the King James 


Version of the text is printed at the top 


of each page, with the comm set 
immediately beneath. Each Bible has 
an introduction, and there are several ap- 
ndices, dealing with subject matter, too’ 
engthy to be incorporated in the text of 
the commentary. The. pages of this’: set 
offer a wealth of important and stimulating 
study material on the books in question. 
H. H. E. 
Ellicott’s Commentary on the Whole Bible. 

Charles J. Ellicott, Editor. Volume IIL. 

Zondervan...529 Pp. $5.95. 

This current volume, treating 1 Kings 
through Esther, touches a section of the 
Bible on which relatively few individual 
commentaries are available. Under the cap- 
able editorship of Charles Ellicott, four 
scholarly men of a past era have produced 
a verse-by-verse commentary on these im- 
portant historical books. There are the 
usual introductions to each book plus gen- 
eral introductions to the principal divisions. 
We repeat here what we have said in re- 
viewing previous volumes of this set: those 
who seek a well-bound, well-printed and 
thorough commentary on the whole Bible 
written by men who were familiar with the 
specific fields assigned to them, and ar- 
ranged and edited by one of the great nine- 
teenth century divines, will find this set of 
books reprinted by Zondervan a valuable 
addition to any library. Current day evan- 
gelical publishing houses, unfortunately, 
are not turning out anything written by 
contemporaries to compare with it. While 
some of the material given in these books 
may be obviously a bit out of date, a 
straight commentary—apart from sermoniz- 
ing—on God’s Word is never really out of 
date. 

H. H. E. 
Philippians—Where Life Advances. Roy L. 

Laurin. Van Kampen Press. 208 pp. $3.00. 

Here is expository preaching at its best. 
Dr. Laurin in this latest in his series on 
the New Testament epistles, gives us a 
splendid popular commentary on Paul's 
great letter to the church at Philippi. Fol- 
lowing the text of the epistle, the author 
succeeds in extracting the salient truths 
from each verse, in illuminating each truth 
with the choicest illustrative material and 
in helpfully relating these things to the 
needs of contemporary Christians—all within 
the scope of 208 pages! 

For all his light, deft touch, Dr. Laurin 
does not sacrifice scholarship. The quality 
of the volume would indicate that the 
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them. 
Every student of God’s Word whether 
elementary or advanced will find this com- 
pact volume on a great epistle, richly re- 
warding. 


GerorGE SCOTCHMER 





History of the Jewish Nation. Alfred Eder- 


sheim. Baker Book House. 542 pp. $4.20. 


This is the second of twelve volumes be- 
ing issued at the rate of one per month, and 
Hy satay, Bagg Baker Cooperative Reprint 
Library. plan provides volumes of 
uniform binding, to be purchased on a 
volume-per-month basis with a saving of 
20%, and an additional 10% for paying 
cash. There is variety—including scholarly 
and expository studies, devotional classics 
and two practical help volumes. The whole 
series is well chosen. 

Alfred Edersheim was Jewish, received 
his earliest education in the school attached 
to a Viennese e. After his conver- 
sion his scholarly attainments brought him 
a lectureship at Oxford University. Best 
known is his standard work, The Life and 
Times of Jesus the Messiah, which along 
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with 





Tabernacle’ Pictures 





with the present volume and his Bible 
History ought to be basic to any evangelical 
student’s library. 

This volume remains a standard source 
on the history of the Jewish nation from 
the fall of Jerusalem through the early 
Christian centuries. Written in 1856, it was 
followed by the monumental work of 
Schurer. The two complement each other. 
With Schurer the Greek and Roman sources 
are prominent, as well as the balance of 
the Western philologist. With Edersheim 
the Talmudic sources coupled with an in- 
born sympathy with every side of Jewish 
life shines out. 

The History casts light on the political 
and social ts of the period, the customs 
and notions of the Jews being a necessary 
part of the knowledge of New Testament 
beginnings, the spread of Christianity, and 
the rise of heretical sects. It deals with 
the progress of arts, sciences, trade and com- 
merce, and gives a balanced perspective of 
the state of society, morals and Jewish 
philosophical and religious thought. The 
whole is written around the history of the 
synagogue, and develops the factors which 
issued in the extinction of the. patriarchate 
and the final dispersion of the Jews. 

DwicHt HERVEY SMALL 


The Apostle Paul, His Message and Doc- 
trine. Olaf Moe. Augsburg. 489 pp. $4.75. 
The apostle Paul stimulated many tre- 

mendous literary efforts, but not every effort 

is as stimulating as this book. Your reviewer 
was moved by the wealth of Scripture in- 
sights and connections within the scope 
of Paul’s theological thinking. Believers 
who are Biblically vital will find sources for 


NEW heart-enlightening BOOKS 


help us to understand and solve some of today’s problems 


study and meditation for many years to 
come. It is a book to live with. 

Dr. Olaf Moe is professor of New Testa- 
ment exegesis at Independent Theological 
Seminary, Oslo, Norway. This is his sequel 













Dr. Gaebelein xra r 
THE PATTERN educational Pes. P — to The Apostle Paul, His Life and Work. 
OF il P 3 aang Both have now been translated for English 
GOD’S TRUTH many ills clearly and understand- readers by Dr. L. A. Vigness, former editor 
ably. He prescribes Scripturally- of Lutheraneren. 
Problems of sound methods of treatment. A Our enthusiasm for this production does 


not mean that its content will be acceptable 
to all. A strong sacramental emphasis among 
other things will disturb non-Lutherans. 


Integration in 
Christian Education. 


refreshing and practical book for 
all’who deal with children and 


118 Pages. 
by FRANK E. young people through college age, But Dr. Moe has caught the secret of mak- 
GAEBELEIN, though helpful in dealing with ing his readers run for their tools. Some 
Headmaster, people of any age. students will be unhappy because Dr. Moe 
Stony Brook practically ignores American writers as if 
School they did not exist. 
The book is constructed from two main 


divisions: Part One—The Gospel of Paul; 
Part Two—The; Theology of Paul. Introduc- 





le ; RE-THINKING ing these two sections is a valuable survey 
The validity of the premillen- THE of recent research on Paul by European 
arian position is demonstrated cchelers, 
with remarkable force. This is a RAPTURE 4 be ee — — ye 
ital and interesting book to the me Dhctened sak dotediouk dedons 
vital a 8 Scripture references and doctrinal designa- 
student of prophecy and eschato- 123 Pages tions. 
logy. The nearer the events of by E. SCHUYLER Doucias B. MAcCoRKLE 
the last days come, the more ENGLISH The Treasury of R. A. Torrey. Introduction 


by George T. B. Davis. Revell. 254 pp. 

$2.50. 

It has become the custom of late to re- 
print whole books or portions of the books 
of great servants of the Lord from a past 
generation. Thus we have the “reprint 
classics”—editions which concentrate on 


important it becomes to know 
what God’s Word says about 
them. 
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some of the best of the writings of some 
scholar or preacher. It is this that the 
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pastor of the Church of the Open Door in 
that city. Within the covers of this one 
volume are sixteen of Torrey’s articles on 
a wide variety of themes. Many of these 
writings have been in books long out of 
print and thus unavailable to the general 
public. The contents are arranged in an 
order that takes the reader from the initial 
experience of being born again, through the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit, the power of 
prayer, how to study the Bible, and some 
of the principal doctrines of the Christian 
faith. 

Those who are admirers of the works of 
Dr. Torrey will find in this book exactly 
what the title implies—a treasure-house of 
good things. Here are practical, down-to- 
earth treatments of vital issues. 


Who Shall Be God? Alvin N. Rogness. 

Augsburg. 183 pp. $2.50. 

This is a series of twenty-five topical 
sermons by the pastor of the First Lutheran 
Church in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. They 
are arranged under the following titles: 
Advent, New Year, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, 
Memorial Sunday, Ascension, Pentecost, 
Trinity, Reformation and All Saints Day. 

The messages are relevant to contempor- 
ary men and are made attractive by a fine 
written style. They are constructed along 
popular lines and thus are supported by 
incidents and _ illustrations m wide 
sources. Readers will find an evangelistic 
appeal which is not shallow. They will find 
a stimulation that will not brook stagna- 
tion. 

A volume such as this is worth circu- 
lating among folk who have become some- 
what depressed and frustrated by this be- 
wildering age. It will point them anew to 
the value of Calvary and to the weight it 
should be allowed to bear in their thinking. 

Doucias B. MACCoRKLE 
Christianity in Education. Martin Hegland. 

Augsburg. 110 pp. $1.75. 

Secularism and shallow Christian integra- 
tions of education are being clearly chal- 
lenged in Martin Hegland’s Christianity in 
Education. The author, a distinguished 
Lutheran scholar, asserts that evangelical 
Christianity contributes to education “a 
spirit, an attitude, and a method which 
make every subject in the curriculum come 
alive with spiritual meanings” (p. 2). 

The classical appreciation and width of 
scope treated in this small volume with 
warmth and enthusiasm qualify Dr. Heg- 
land to be characterized an evangelical 
humanist. 

This book is suitable reading for lay- 
men, students, and, in spite of some obvious 
over-simplications, for professional teachers. 
The chapters devoted to “Classical Cul- 
ture,” “Social Sciences” and “Home-Making” 
are especially helpful. 

C. ADRIAN HEATON 


Addresses on Romans. Louis T. Talbot. 

Van Kampen. 237 pp. $2.50. 

Readers who have benefited from the 
study of Dr. Talbot’s volumes and his 
Bible-teaching ministry, will welcome this 
reissue of his book on Romans in a second 
edition. The book of Romans with its solid 
groundwork of Christian theology is always 
a suitable text for exposition as a number 
of authors have found. It appears that 
most preachers, teachers and authors at 
one time or another tackle the study of 
Romans and the Gospel of John; there are 
more volumes written about these two Bible 
books than any other. When Dr. Talbot's 


Addresses came to hand, this reviewer be- - 


gan to jot down all the authors’ works on 
Romans which he could think of without 
consulting catalogues, and the list was quite 


lengthy. But, Romans is a valuable Kk - 
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and worthy of all the commentary men 
feel led to give to it. 

There are some things left to be desired 
in the study, even keeping in mind that 
there is nothing theologically deep included 
in the book. This reviewer feels that more 
ought to have been said in connection with 
the depths of human sin (Rom. 1:24-32). 
Also, Dr. Talbot’s view of “predestination” 
(Romans 8:29 and Romans 9) is the popu- 
lar approach: that God looked down 
through the course of time to see who 
would accept His Son, and then predestined 
them to life eternal. This view takes too 
much away from the sovereignty of God 
and places too much in the hands of man. 

The lectures in Addresses on Romans are 
of a devotional and practical nature, rather 
than merely theological and_ technical. 
Christians who seek a carefully thought out, 
down-to-earth, phrase-by-phrase (in most 
instances) exposition of Paul’s epistle to the 
Romans will find much of real value in 
Dr. Talbot’s volume. 

H. H. E. 


The Holy Spirit. John F. Walvoord. Van 

Kampen Press. 252 pp. $3.50. 

This is a revision of a previous work 
privately printed. It is excellently written, 
neatly outlined and appropriately docu- 
mented. At many points we found a more 
thorough analysis than we have found in 
any other literature on the Holy Spirit. 
It has a bibliography of merit at the end, 
although some of the works possess little 
value. 

Walvoord writes as a Calvinist, a dispen- 
sationalist and a premillenarian, and these 
emphases are carried through the exposi- 
tion. The average evangelical will find him- 
self agreeing with ninety-five per cent or 
more of the contents of the book. The 
section on the Spirit and creation is excel- 
lent. 

Walvoord depends on no one man to any 
great extent, but he favors Hodge, Chafer, 
Owen, Kuyper and Warfield. There is little 
reaction to the recent British, Swiss, Ger- 
man or French theology or exegetical or 
Biblical literature. Very little periodical 
literature is cited. Only on very minor 

ints could any issue be taken, e.g.: his 
interpretation of Romans 1:4 and Hebrews 
9:14 as referring to the Spirit and to 
Christ’s divine nature; that oil uniformly 
means the Holy Spirit; that elohim is veiled 
trinitarianism; that Job is to be dated 
prior to Moses; that 2 Thessalonians 2:7 
refers to the Holy Spirit (Cullman in 
Christ and Time translates “hinder” by 
“delay” and states it is the world-wide 
preaching of the gospel as an unaccom- 

lished task which delays the second com- 
ing); and that the new birth spoken of to 
Nicodemus was for the purpose of enter- 
ing the millennium. The section on the 
Holy Spirit and eschatology reveals how 
imponderable the problems become when 
too detailed a plan for the future is made. 

We can heartily recommend this work as 
a thorough and dependable treatise on the 
Holy Spirit. 

BERNARD RAMM 


The Prayer of the Church Universal. Marc 
er. Abingdon. 128 pp. $1.75. 

Here is a book that is not to be read— 
in the ordinary sense of the term; it is 
meant to be used for meditation, and 
meditation it will need if it is to be under- 
stood properly. Marc Boegner, the author, 
is the President of the French Protestant 
Federation, one of the co-presidents of the 
World Council of Churches and was for 
thirty-five years a pastor in Paris. 

If this volume is read casually, there will 
be a number of points with which man 
readers will disagree. However, if the “of- 
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fending” statements are re-read in their 
context, a great deal of the objection will 
disappear. The whole book is an exposition 
of the so-called “Lord’s Prayer,” phrase by 
phrase in the light of contemporary Chris- 
tian living. The author urges that individ- 
ual members of the Church Universal also 
pray this prayer of adoration, petition and 
intercession as a devotional exercise—not 
merely reciting words, but meditating on 
the truths back of the words as they are 
spoken. The book is an attempt to provide 
some of these truths. 

There are some things i in the book which 
will “raise eyebrows” among readers, but 
if a book does not do that somewhere along 
the line, has it really accomplished its 
mission? Particularly will some ETERNITY 
readers dislike a few of the implications 
under the chapter on “Thy Kingdom Come” 
where an amillennialism is set forth. Some 
will say that the author places too much 
emphasis on the social aspects of the gos- 
pel; yet in many cases, the church has for- 
gotten that Christianity does have social 
implications, and Mr. Boegner has sought 
to awaken the Christian conscience. 

The reader who approaches the book 
with prejudice because the author is affili- 
ated with the World Council of Churches 
will find much fault with the text. On the 
other hand, the unbiased reader who comes 
to the volume with a sincere desire to 
derive benefit where benefit is available, 
will find much of spiritual enrichment. This 
reviewer felt the writing was stimulating 
in many places, and feels that others who 
take the time to read carefully and slowly, 
allowing for points of objection which 
surely are there, will be similarly 6 7 

.: HE. 


Prayer Meeting Talks and Outlines. Baker. 
96 pp. $1.75. 

This is one of the volumes in the Min- 
ister’s Handbook Series providing, as the 
title indicates, a series of outlines, ideas, 
suggestions, quotations, hymns, Scripture 

rtions, etc., for the prayer meeting, taken 
rom the notes of such stalwarts as David 
Thomas, Charles Simeon, Charles H. 
Spurgeon, F. B. Meyer and others. 

There will probably be three classes of 
people who will turn to this volume for 
reference: (1) ministers and other Chris- 
tian leaders who are too indolent to do 
their own study and preparation; (2) pastors 
whose parish duties are so great, and con- 
sume so much of their vital study time that 
they have scant opportunity to collect some 
thoughts for the mid-week service; (3) 
Christian lay workers who are called upon 
to take charge of a prayer meeting and, 
having no formal training, are not ade- 
quately equipped to prepare such a program 
unaided. For persons in any of these cate- 
gories, this book will prove a boon. The 
subjects covered are diverse and usable 
at different times during the year: New 
Year, Ascension Day, Passion week, Thanks- 
giving, Easter. The selections for each chap- 
ter are choice and suggestive of other ideas 
for further development. 


H. H. E.. 


The Four Gospels. Translated by E. V. 
Rieu. Penguin Classic. 250 pp. Cloth, 
$1.95. Paper, 65¢. 


It is this reviewer’s opinion that the 
Bible student ought to have as many trans- 
lations of the Bible or parts of the Bible 
as possible. Oftentimes, we become too ac- 
customed to the familiar King James text 
which, while good, becomes commonplace 
and has a tendency to conceal important 
distinctions which are brought out by a 


fresh translation. For this reason, I have 
often. recommended a modern version for 
family and individual devotions to folk 
who have questioned me on the matter. 
Quite frequently, the sharpness of a new 
rendering of a timeworn verse will start 
one thinking along new lines. 


There are many modern versions on the 
market. This rendering of the four Gos- 
pels by Dr. E. V. Rieu is not outstanding, 
but it does make its contribution to con- 
temporary Scriptural translation. There will 
be things in the book—its translation as 
well as the author’s preface—which will be 
appreciated by the conservative student of 
the Word. For instance, some of the fami- 
liar phrases of the Authorized Version are 
missing; the word commonly rendered 
“virgin” in Matthew | has been given as 
“maiden”; all of the verses in the Gospels 
which say “. . . that it might be fulfilled, 
which was spoken by the prophet . . .” 
or similar terms, are removed from the 
body of the text and set in foot notes; 
there is a rejection of verbal inspiration; 
there are no verse divisions (which, of 
course, are actually man-made anyway). 


The translator has used as his primary 
source material the-fourth century Codex 
Sinaiticus, and the version is based prin- 
cipally on this manuscript which is, of 
course, one of the finest extant manuscripts. 
However, there is this to be said concern- 
ing a translation made by one scholar as 
over against a group of scholars: a tend- 
ency is often seen toward interpretative 
translation—i.e., making the words say 
things that conform to the author's beliefs. 
Such a tendency can, of course, be present 
unconsciously while the translator has 
every intention of making a direct render- 
ing. Certain sections of the Word of God 
demand interpretation and it is difficult 
—if not impossible—to translate them with- 
out an element of interpretation creeping 
into the picture. 


This version of the Four Gospels has 
merit and might well find its place along- 
side other modern translations on the 
shelves of the consciencious student of the 
Word of God. 

H. H. E. 


A BANNER TO BE DISPLAYED 
(Continued from page 23) 


judge, pleading that his life might be 
spared and that to kill him would not 
bring back to life his own boys. Finally, 
permission was granted and the pastor 
took into his own home as his son the 
young Communist and sent his own 
daughter to the parents of the Commun- 
ist youth so that they might not lose a 
member of their family. So greatly was 
the love of the Lord Jesus Christ dis- 
played that the Communist broke down 
and made public profession of faith in 
Christ Jesus and the Lord was glorified 
before all. 

May the Holy Spirit give us all in- 
creasingly wisdom and grace to display 
before all “The Lord our Banner.” 

ENpD 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 17) 


The broadcasts feature sermons on 
the Gospel of John and other messages 
for Christians, which are recorded for 
broadcast in Mandarin by Harry Liu, 
one of PTL’s Chinese representatives. 

The fact that the broadcasts include 
lessons on the Gospel of John is signi- 
ficant. Between 1946 and 1948 when 
the Communists gained control of 
China, PTL distributed one million 
Gospels of John in what is now Red 
China. These Gospels were instrumental 
in reaching many for Christ. The well- 
worn Gospel of John is the only por- 
tion of Scripture possessed by many 
Chinese. 

Reports from Manila indicate that 
the broadcasts are being well received. 
In Red China, all short-wave broadcasts 
are monitored by Chinese Communist 
officials. This means that these officials 
will hear the gospel. But it also means 
that they will be alerted to the danger 
of the Chinese people hearing the pro- 
grams. Short-wave sets are outlawed in 
China so believers have to listen to the 
programs in secret. 

Whatever difficulties arise, this is truly 
an unprecedented opportunity to reach 
millions of Chinese—both Christian and 
non-Christian—with the Word of God. 
The broadcasts could be used of God to 
turn the tide in Red China. 


NSSA TO HOLD CONFERENCE 

A plea for trained leaders to teach 
the more than two million children 
newly enrolled in the nation’s Sunday 
schools in the last year was made by 
Winona Walworth of National Sunday 
School Convention recently. The NSSA 
has asked parents, pastors and teachers 
to enlist in a crusade against crime comic 
books. The Association will hold a Labor 
Day Week-end Sunday School Confer- 
ence at Cedar Lake, Ind., Sept. 3-6. 


CANADA’S PREACHER SHORTAGE 

In Canada there are more than twice 
as many young men training for the 
priesthood of the Roman Catholic 
Church as there are students for the 
ministry in all the Protestant seminaries 
of the country. The exact figures are 
1,975 Roman Catholic seminarians as 
opposed to 776 Protestant youths being 
trained for the ministry. These figures 
are all the more important when it is- 
realized that Canada’s population is ap- 
proximately 43 per cent Roman Catho- 
lic. 

The shortage of ministers is a prob- 
lem which has been plaguing the 
churches of the world for quite a time. 
In Canada this condition is so serious 
that many Protestant congregations have 
been left for years now without or- 
dained leadership. In Newfoundland, 
for example, where there are 90,000 
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members of. the United Church, over 
half the charges are held by laymen. 


STORY OF BARABBAS FILMED 

A full-length motion picture in color 
and sound based on the life story of 
Barabbas, robber and murderer set free 
by Pontius Pilate, is being produced by 
students of Bob Jones University. The 
film, which is to be released next Janu- 
ary, is adapted from the novel, Wine of 
the Morning, written by Dr. Bob Jones, 
Jr., president of the University. 

In all some 400 students are being em- 
ployed in the cast including students 
from several lands. Some fifty sets will 
be used in the gigantic production. Mrs. 
Katherine Stenholm has general direc- 
tion of the picture. 


CHRISTIAN BOOKSELLERS TO MEET 


One of the most important develop- 
ments in evangelical publishing circles 
occurred five years ago when the Chris- 
tian Booksellers Association was formed. 
This year the group is scheduled to hold 
its annual convention August 23 to 26 
in Chicago’s Morrison Hotel. 

More than 100 publishing houses and 
suppliers will have displays and the ex- 
pected attendance has been set at more 
than 200. 

Climax of the affair will be a banquet 
which will be addressed by Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith, member of the faculty of 
Fuller Theological Seminary and editor 
of Peloubet’s Notes on the International 
Sunday School Lessons. 

William F. Moore: of Moody Press is 
executive secretary of the organization. 


_ GOSPEL BEAM TO RED CHINA 


Is Red China a lost cause? 

With our missionaries forced from the 
country, the Bamboo Curtain erected to 
cut off contact with Chinese Christians 
and it no longer possible to send Bibles 
or literature into the land, it certainly 
seems that China is a finished chapter 
in the world book of missions. 

Not so, says the Pocket Testament 
League, which through the Far East 
Broadcasting Company’s transmitters at 
Manila, is now broadcasting the gospel 
to the large coastal cities of China by 
shortwave radio. 


NOW PORTUGAL STARTS 

An attack on Protestant missions in 
Portuguese West Africa’s colony of 
Angola has been made by O Seculo, 
Lisbon daily, which said they were 
“contrary to the spiritual interests of 
the country.” The paper particularly 
criticized American Protestant missions, 
accusing them of conducting anti-Portu- 
guese propaganda. 

Spiritual aid for Angola natives can 
only be given by Portuguese Roman 
Catholic missions, it said, because of the 
importance of “integrating the natives 
in the national aggregate.” The paper 
added that the missionary, being an 
agent of the civil power, “is the creator 
of patriotism.” 


PRESBYTERIAN UNION 

The Southern Presbyterian Church 
voted at its General Assembly to accept 
the plan of union with the Northern 
Presbyterian Church. This victory on 
the top level in no wise implies the ac- 
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| complished fact of union. 





uarters 
of the Presbyteries of the Southern 
Church must ratify this vote before it 
could become effective. Twenty-one 
Presbyteries voting against it would de- 
feat the union. It should be realized 
that the General Assembly’s decision 
required only a majority vote. Twenty- 
six Presbyteries from the Southern 
Church had already voted against the 
union and instructed their delegates 
to the national body to vote against it. 
Several of the Presbyteries met within a 
matter of days after the General Assem- 
bly to register their protest against the 
union. In the opinion of enlightened 
leaders on both sides, the matter is 
kilied for several years to come. 

On any question like this there are of 
course some good things to be said on 
both sides. The leaders in the desire for 
union carried on their campaign most 
ineptly. A change in certain paragraphs 
in the plan of union might have quieted 
most of the attacks against the project 
and achieved the purpose. Almost cer- 
tainly no union is possible in the for- 
seeable future, unless the plan of union 
includes a proviso that every local con- 
gregation is free to use its own Sunday 
school literature and that no minister 
will be black-listed in any way for 
failing to recommend the official de- 
nominational literature. Many leaders 
in the Southern Church were frightened 
at the hint of episcopacy in the general 
council system of government in the 
Northern Church. Some _ Southern 
leaders were also shocked that the plan 
of union stipulated that the church 
buildings and property would remain 
the property of the congregation in the 
Southern Church, but that -no such pro- 
vision was made for congregations in 
the Northern Church. They felt that 
this forboded a dominant rule by 
Northern leaders that might ultimately 
jeopardize their rights. 

ZONDERVAN MOVES HEADQUARTERS 

The Zondervan Publishing House has 
moved its plant to a new location in the 
city of Grand Rapids. Formerly located 
in the northwest part of the city, the 
new Zondervan plant is now located in 
a southeastern residential area. Now, for 
the first time in many years, all depart- 
ments of the publishing house will be 
housed under one roof. 

The Zondervan firm employs 115 per- 
sons. 

A BISHOP SPEAKS UP 

Bishop Eivind Berggrav, retired Pri- 
mate of the Church of Norway (Luth- 
eran), expects that the Evanston Assem- 
bly of the World Council of Churches 
will strongly support the proposal by the 


- Norwegian Church to amend the World 


Council’s theological basis. 

Bishop Berggrav, who may be ex- 
pected to receive opposition from the 
American liberal wing of Protestantism, 


declares the preposal would strengthen 
the WCC. 

If amended the common basis would 
read: 

“The World Council of Churches is 
composed of Churches, which, according 
to Holy Scriptures, confess Jesus Christ 
as God and Saviour.” 

At present the Scriptures are not 
mentioned in the basis. 

The bishop estimated that 90 per cent 
of the Evanston delegates might favor 
the Norwegian proposal, but he ex- 
plained that the change could not fin- 
ally be enacted at Evanston since it 
must be approved first by all the mem- 
ber churches. However, the Evanston 
Assembly could recommend it for ap- 
proval. 

Certainly, every evangelical Christian 
would approve the idea. 


DEMOCRACY—BAPTIST STYLE 

Those attending the annual fellowship 
of Conservative Baptists in Detroit late 
in May saw a first-hand demonstration 
of one of the historic Baptist principles 
—democracy. 

And although the casual visitor who 
“stopped in for an hour” might be con- 
fused and appalled at the matters being 
discussed, there was no doubt that he 
was seeing knotty problems of policies 
and personalities being handled by 
open discussion in public meetings. 

As usual, such procedure revealed 
both the weak and strong points of the 
democratic process. Proverbial “dirty 
linen” was hung out for public gaze, and 
sessions dragged on for hour after hour 
with a large part of the time consumed 
in haggling over parliamentary pro- 
cedure. By the time the sessions were 
over there was little question as to where 
the majority of the “messengers” stood 
on the issues at stake. 

The most significant issue concerned 
the “degree of separation” which was to 
characterize .the Conservative Baptist 
movement. Some within the movement 
were demanding that all leaders (those 
serving as officers or members of Boards 
of Directors of any CB organization) 
must be those whose churches had with- 
drawn from the American Baptist Con- 
vention and who were vigorously anti- 
ABC. Others felt that such affiliations or 
attitudes had no relevance to a man’s 
qualifications for office providing he 
had personally committed himself to 
the thoroughly evangelical doctrinal 
platform of CB groups. 

When the “tumult and the shouting 
had ceased” it was apparent that most 
CB’s stood between the two extremes— 
agreeing that the CB movement was 
definitely a movement away from the 
American Baptist Convention but that 
a man was not to be judged or disquali- 
fied because he or his church had not 
yet “arrived.” 
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The major CB organizations reported 
progress. The Conservative Baptist For- 
eign Missionary Society, by far the larg- 
est and most widely known of the 
groups, reported a total of 331 mission- 
aries in the field or under appointment 
and a total income last year of more 
than $1,300,000. The Home Mission 
Society, the five-year-old “baby” of the 
CB’s, reported a 40 per cent increase in 
contributions, bringing its total this 
year to $230,000 with 51 missionaries 
serving in and around continental 
North America. 

The Conservative Baptist Association 
of America presented 10] new churches 
for membership in the national organiza- 
tion, bringing the total affiliations of 
those in the national, state and local 
groups to 799. 


PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 

Charles B. (Chuck) Templeton will 
resign as full-time evangelist for the 
National Council of Churches, a post 
he has filled since May, 1951, to become 
secretary of the Presbyterian (U. S. A.) 
Church’s Board of National Missions, 
September 1. The Rev. Clifford Hart- 
zell, superintendent of the Brotherhood 
Mission, Philadelphia, was elected presi- 
dent of the International Union of Gos- 
pel Missions at the organization’s recent 
annual convention in Mobile, Ala. Dr. 
Carl Armerding, professor of Bible and 
theology at Wheaton College and pastor 
of Wheaton’s College Church of Christ, 
has been elected president of the Cen- 
tral American Mission. Harvey Cutting, 
executive secretary and director of high 
school activities for the Christian Busi- 
ness Men’s Committee of Indianapolis, 
has been appointed director of the 
Buffalo Bible Conference. Dr. L. R. 
Marston, senior bishop of the Free 
Methodist Church, spoke recently on 
the ABC’s network broadcast, Ameri- 
ca’s Town Meeting of the Air. The 
topic discussed was “What Is Happen- 
ing to the American Family? Is It Chaos 
or Character?” Dr. E. S. James, pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Vernon, Texas, 
has been appointed editor of the Bap- 
tist Standard, which has a weekly circu- 
lation to Texas Baptists of 280,000. It 
is the largest Baptist weekly in the 
world. Dr. V. Carney Hargroves, for 
twenty-two years pastor of Second Bap- 
tist Church in the Philadelphia suburb 
of Germantown, was recently elected 
president of the American Baptist Con- 
vention. 

TANGIER GETS GOSPEL STATION 

An international Protestant radio sta- 
tion has been set up in Tangier, Mo- 
rocco, under the auspices of Interna- 
tional Evangelism, Inc. 

This was announced in Washington 
by the Rev. Paul E. Freed, president of 
the group, following his return from a 
visit to North Africa. Freed is a Baptist 
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minister from Greensboro, N. C. 


He said non-denominational programs . 


are broadcast in French, English, Span- 
ish, Portuguese, Italian, German and 
Russian. A staff of seven persons oper- 
ates the station which is known by the 
call letters WIET, standing for “Inter- 
national Evangelism, Tangier.” 


MARCOS LOSE DAUGHTER 

A sad letter has come to us from the 
talented converted opera singer, Anton 
Marco, who has been serving in meetings 
abroad for several months. He writes 
from London: 

“On May 12 our dear baby girl, 
Claire Katherine, was taken away to be 
with the Lord. She died of acute bron- 
chitis, and we ask that His will in our 
lives be manifested for His glory.” 

Our hearts join with the Marcos in 
their grief and we pass along a reminder 
to the Lord’s people to hold them up 
before the throne of grace. 


ELWA DEDICATED IN LIBERIA 

Missionary broadcasting continues to 
be an effective means of spreading the 
gospel. 

At an official dedication ceremony for 
ELWA, the radio voice of the Sudan 
Interior Mission, Dr. William V. S. 
Tubman, president of the West African 
Negro Republic of Liberia in which the 
station is located, called the programs 
“convincing, convicting and converting.” 
At present the station is broadcasting 
twenty-five hours each week in English 
for the people of Liberia. Soon, short- 
wave equipment will be installed which 
will enable the staff to reach into other 
sections of the Continent of Africa. 

Meanwhile the Rev. Clarence Moore 
of Wakarusa, Ind., is scheduled to begin 
work on a transmitter to be erected later 
in Seoul, Korea. Larson has built mis- 
sionary stations in Ecuador, Guatemala 
and the Philippines. He does the pre- 
liminary work in his home workshop. 

Harry Swan, an American layman, is 
now conducting his radio broadcast, The 
Way, over thirteen stations in Japan 
as he begins his third year of faith opera- 
tion. He requests believers in the U. S. 
to join in a daily one-minute prayer that 
the Holy Spirit will open the hearts of 
the japanese people to hear the gospel. 


And in Argentina, where there has 
been a blackout for five years on gospel 
broadcasts, evangelicals are again being 
permitted to use this means of spread- 
ing the good news. ; pau 
$587,000 FOR MISSIONS 
_ In recent years’ missionary weeks -have 
become increasingly effective in produc- 
ing financial support for foreign mission- 
ary .enterprise. 

Most notable of these efforts is con- 
ducted by the People’s Church, Toronto, 
which this year reported a $300,000 offer- 
ing for missions. It was the largest ever 
received, according to Dr. Oswald J. 
Smith, pastor. 

Park Street in Boston received cash 
and pledges totaling more than $187,000 
in its missionary convention. 

In Philadelphia’s suburban Oakmont, 
Grace Chapel, which six years ago gave 
$18,000 a year to missions, this yeay has 
taken in $100,000 in cash and pledges. 
NAVIGATORS MOVE TO COLORADO 

The Navigators, follow-up agency for 
missions on a dozen fields and worldwide 
fellowship of Christian servicemen, has 
moved its international operations from 
Los Angeles to Colorado. The spot: Glen 
Eyrie, near Colorado Springs, former 
home of -General William Palmer, 
founder of that city. 

The 1140-acre property with its 21 
buildings is described as being well- 
suited to the three-fold function The 
Navigators plan for it: (1) year-round 
program of individual training for 
prospective “missionary ambassadors”; 
(2) summer-long conference program for 
Navigator contacts throughout the U. S. 
anid Canada; (3) international head- 
quarters offices. 

Founded by Dawson Trotman, who 
also directs counseling and follow-up for 
Billy Graham, the twenty-one-year-old 
organization has maintained its head- 
quarters in the Los Angeles area since 
its beginning. 
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INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 27) 

discussing Ezekiel’s prophecy. It arose 
there by a process that we might liken to 
spiritual spontaneous combustion. It 
was followed by a declaration of inde- 
pendence of God, an action that an- 
nounced that the rebel would no longer 
take his authority and power from the 
Creator but would seek his authority in 
himself. Apparently Lucifer, drunk with 
his own beauty, had decided that he was 
as worthy of worship as was the Creator, 
and that he would turn the divine wor- 
ship unto himself. This was the origin 
of sin. In the passage in Isaiah, there 
is the announcement that God creates 
evil. It is not a denial of Ezekiel. It is 
rather a statement of the articles of the 
divine warfare: God creates all the rules 
under which Lucifer’s rebellion shall be 
carried on. Lucifer declares war; but 
God announces that He is Lord of 
strategy and will keep the combat within 
the bounds appointed, and that He will 
not permit the enemy to pass over the 
limits set by the divine wisdom. 

It is difficult, perhaps, fo find an iJ) :- 
tration that, without oversimplifying cb 
matter, will cover such a point as this. 
But suppose that the single manifesta- 
tion of dependence upon God, instead 
of being a prohibition against eating a 
certain fruit, should have been a pro- 
hibition against stepping on a certain 
cornice stone of a high building. Man is 
in total ignorance of any of the conse- 
quences of stepping on the stone. He 
does not know that the stone will rotate 
beneath him and precipitate him into a 
void beneath. He is ignorant of all that 
will succeed in definite order. He knows 
nothing of the law of gravity, of the 
law of increasing momentum, of the 
law of physical impact, of the law of the 
tensile weakness of human bones and of 
all the other laws involved in such a 
step. He finally decides that he is not 
going to be restricted by an order which 
tells him that he may walk-freely over 
the whole edifice but that he may not 
step upon the cornice stone. He is im- 
patient at what he regards as an in- 
fringement of his rights of personality; 
and he steps firmly upon the stone of 
disobedience. The force of gravity im- 
mediately draws his body toward the 
earth, the crushing impact breaks his 
bones in many places, and the man is 
instantly killed. 

When Lucifer stepped out of the will 
of God and when Adam stepped out of 
the will of God, they stepped into a set 
of moral and spiritual laws created by 
God which instantly and inevitably op- 
erated. Some of those laws included even 
the nature of evil. Although no illustra- 
tion can fully reveal a truth, let us 
change the figure of speech in order to 
develop the idea and bring it into 
further light. Some of the highways of 


Georgia go for many miles through vast 
marshes and cypress swamps. A car may 
be driven at high speed along these 
splendid highways, but at almost every 
foot of the way it is possible to run off 
into the swamp. As highway is to swamp, 
so every type of righteousness has a cor- 
responding type of unrighteousness. If a 
man stays on the highway of honor, he 
is in peace. If he goes off the highway 
of God, all the ramifications of dishonor 
are set in motion, and in these he is en- 
trapped. If a man stays on the highway 
of truth, he is in righteousness and 
peace. If he goes off the highway, ‘he 
falls into the inevitable consequences. 
God has created the nature of lying; 
and, since one lie cannot stand alone it 
requires two lies to cover up one, four 
to cover up two, eight to cover up four, 
and so on through the tangle of false- 
hood in which the liar becomes inex- 
tricably enmeshed. 

Several years ago two couples sat in 
our study while we tried to salvage the 
two homes from the wreckage caused by 
the adultery of the man from one home 
and the woman from the other. In the 
course of the conversation, the guilty 
woman burst out with this cry: “But tell 
me how it is possible for something that 
seemed so beautiful, so noble, so real 
at the beginning to have degenerated 
into something that is so degrading and 
hateful?” We explained that this was 
the nature of the rules that God had 
made for sinning. We read the passage 
in 2 Samuel where Ammon committed 
his great crime against Tamar. At the 
point in the story where the sin had 
been committed, there is a profoundly 
significant verse: ““Then Ammon hated 
her exceedingly; so that the hatred 
wherewith he hated her was greater than 
the love wherewith he ane loved her” 
(2 Sam. 13:15). 

The divine principle of the disin- 
tegrating effect of all sin is clearly ex- 
pressed in the Bible. “But every man 
is tempted, when he is drawn away of 
his own lust and enticed. Then when 
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death” (Jas. 1:14, 15). You may 
continue applying this principle to 
every manifestation of human _ will 
against divine will which is possible in 
thé choices of the heart of fallen man, 
and you will find that it is always in 
operation. God has made the rules un- 
der which sin shall be sinned. He has 
created the terrain of deviation from His 
highways of righteousness. The slightest 
tangent of departure brings us into the 
territory of evil, and under the opera- 
tion of all its laws. 

When we understand this principle, 
we can understand the state of man- 
kind, the reasons for the perversions of 
the vicious, and the hypocrisies of what 
men call their human virtues. God made 
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all things perfect: His was perfect wis- 
dom, perfect justice, perfect righteous- 
ness. But a second will—not God’s and 
therefore not perfect—was flaunted 
against His, and then multitudes of 
human wills. In order that it might be 
demonstrated forever that there is no 
good apart from His will, God in His 
love and grace created the nature of the 
whole horrible pattern of consequences 
which must follow the choice of any 
other will than His. If this truth could 
become established as a definite part of 
our thinking and be held constantly 
before our minds, perhaps we would not 
depart from the will of God so often. 
If man would say to himself that it is 
impossible to win, he might not try so 
often. Any thought of victory over God 
is an illusion. Satan continues to act 
like the croupier in a dishonest game 
where the dice are loaded against the 
victim, who is allowed to win little 
amounts so that he will risk his all at 
at the moment when it has been deter- 
mined that he shall not win. 


The existence of this divinely created 
hatred between Satan and man is the 
explanation of much of human history. 
When God said, “I will put enmity be- 
tween thee and the woman, between thy 
seed and her seed,” He also added, “It 
shall bruise thy head” (Gen. 3:15). God 
announced not only the creation of a 
hatred from Satan toward men, but also 
that the final doom of Satan shall take 
place through the Seed of the woman. 
Since Satan knew that he was to be de- 
feated and destroyed by means of a 
child that should be born of the human 
race, it is readily understandable that 
he should, from that moment, attempt 
to guard against the eventuality, and 
that he should seek to destroy the line 
of the promise in order to destroy the 
possibility of fulfillment. 

Satan’s enmity against mankind is, in 
reality, an enmity against God because 
God has been pleased in His sovereign 
grace to plan salvation through the 
Word made flesh; and Satan’s primal 
hatred is, therefore, Christ. His hatred 
of mankind was, first, a racial hatred, 
blindly attempting to destroy all men 
that he might blot out the line of the 
promise. Then, when Satan discovered 
that there were some men who had been 
chosen by God for an eternal purpose, 
his chief hatred was turned against them. 
This is seen in the hatred of the children 
of this world, the seed of Satan, for the 
children of God because they are at- 
tached to Christ. “If ye were of the 
world,” the Lord tells His disciples, “the 
world would love his own: but because 
ye are not of the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world, therefore 


‘the world hateth you” (John 15:19). 


And the more closely we walk with Him, 
the more we shall feel the hatred of the 
enemy. (To Bs ConrTINvueED) 


Aucust 1954 





JUNGLE DOCTOR 
(Continued from page 25) 


miserable all the time it’s there . 
that’s sin all right.” 

The boy looked at us not understand- 
ing. 

“Kah,” said Daudi, “these are the 
words, Bwana. When we go outside, let 
me speak to them. Let me tell them that 
sin pays its servants.” 

“Heh, kumbe, the wage is death,” 
agreed Simba. 

“Let me tell them, Bwana, that God 
frees from sin, and gives to those who 
serve Him, and His gift for which you 
pay nothing is eternal life. All this 
because of what Jesus Christ did for us. 
Bwana, these are the words I read 
today.” 

I had another look at the boy’s ear. 
It was almost possible to get to work 
and remove the dudu. 

“Right,” I said, “come on. We will 
start.” 

“Forceps, please, Daudi. Kefa, I want 
a small bowl of swabs and that bottle 
of yellow medicine to put drops into 
his ear when I have finished.” 

I turned to scrub my hands before 
removing the dudu. 

“Bwana,” said he, “heh, never have 
days and nights gone so slowly as these 


_ last five. Yah, should you fail in the 


work that you are doing and the dudu 
remain in my ear, kumbe, I will die.” 
I picked up the auriscope, switched 


. on the minute light which it contained 


and looked into his ear. He clenched his 
teeth. Looking down the swollen passage 
to his eardrum I could just see the 
broad black back of an insect completely 
blocking the ear. 

Daudi’s voice came urgently behind 
me. 

“Bwana, do not do this work in here.” 

“But it’s better in here. I’ve got every- 
thing convenient. There are the swabs, 
the instruments. The sterilizer is here. 
The table is a convenient one. The light 
is good.” 

“Bwana, but in here there are few 
of us, all of us who understand the 
hospital, but out there there are many 
people who do not understand. Do it 
outside; let everyone see, Bwana. Let 
them see that they may understand the 
way of wisdom of the hospital. Think 
how much good can be done by the 
scores of tongues which will wag after 
today’s work. Heh, surely this work will 
be talked about over and around every 
camp fire in Ugogo for many days, 
Bwana.” 

Kefa joined in. 

“Heh, these are words of truth. 
N’goma’s work is hidden, Bwana. It is 
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mystic. It is in the dark. But yours, 
kumbe! It is in the light. We have 
nothing to hide. We have nothing to 
lose, Bwana, and we have everything to 
gain. Also there will be the opportunity 
of telling them the words that really 
matter.” 

I picked up the auriscope in one hand 
and the crocodile forceps in the other. 

“All right. Let’s go out there.” 

So we went out or the veranda. The 
people crowded round. Kefa placed a 
three-legged stool for M’bangho and 
another one for me. 

Daudi held a tray which was cut from 
a kerosene tin and in it were the various 
things that I would require for this 
minor operation. Through the window 
behind me, I could see N’yani and 
Simba looking across at a group of seated 
Africans. In front, on stools, sat M’bovu 
and the elders of the tribe. Behind them 
were a number of Africans with red mud 
in their hair, clutching hunting spears 
or khobbed sticks. These were the folk 
from M’bovu’s village, and there were 
crowds of people. Small boys and girls 
wormed their way to the front. Some 
women with baskets on their heads 
stopped to watch. Everybody was in- 
tensely interested. 

“Kumbe,” I said, “before I do this 
work, shall we not ask the help of 
God?” 

In a very simple, direct way Daudi 
prayed that God would help us to help 
M’bangho and others, by what was about 
to be done. 

There was a restlessness amongst 
M’bovu’s people as we prayed, but 
everything became quiet and still as I 
switched on again the light of the 
auriscope and peered into the boy’s ear. 
This was no easy business because his 
fatigue made it almost impossible for 
him to keep his head still, and as I 
peered, his head moved away from me. 

“Yah, M’bangho, it is no easy matter 
to hunt dudus in people’s ears, and yah, 
if you have to chase the head as well, 
heh, it is a double trouble.” 

“Kumbe, Bwana,” said the boy, “I 
want to help, but eh, I’m tired, so tir 

“Heh,” said Daudi, “rest your head 
against the wall and then it cannot 
move, also set your teeth and the Bwana 
will work with speed.” 

The boy did so. Again I looked 
through the auriscope into the ear. I 


could see the place where the witch- 
doctor’s thorn had stabbed. The side of 
the boy’s face was burnt by the witch- 
doctor’s medicine, and there, deeply in 
the ear, was the dudu that had caused 
all the trouble, clinging tightly to the 
eardrum, obviously reluctant to leave 
its place. It had swollen considerably 
since the day it got in. 

“Yah,” said a voice behind me, “see, 
it is an instrument of wonder that the 
Bwana has. See how it opens and shuts.” 

I moved it up and down a few times 
for them to see what I was going to do, 
and then I put it through the auriscope 
and tried to grab the insect. The smooth- 
ness of its back made this difficult. A 
groan came from M’bangho. 

“Yah, Bwana, there is pain. There is 

in.” 

“Kah,” said M’bovu, “the child has no 
pain.” 

“Heh,” through the window came a 
voice (which I oe as being 
Simba’s), “hongo, the Chief has no dudu 
in his ear.” 

There was a titter in the background. 
I put my hand on M’bangho’s shoulder. 

“Have a rest for a moment,” I said, 
“then, next time, I want you to cough, 
because when you cough your eardrum 
moves .ever so slightly. This may upset 
the dudu’s hold.” 

A few seconds later the boy swallowed 
and said, “Tayari—Bwana.” 

He set his teeth and put his head 
firmly against the wall and coughed. 

Looking down the auriscope I could 
see the insect suddenly seem to turn a 
little on its side and its feet came into 
view. I prodded at the creature with the 
forceps. It turned a little bit more. Sud- 
denly my opportunity came and I closed 
the jaws of the crocodile forceps on the 
dudu’s leg. Never have I had more satis- 
faction in pulling a leg! 

I had to work with extreme care. I 
could hear the whispers from the crowd 
behind me. 

“Hongo! It is a work of difficulty.” 

The tick moved sideways a little, giv- 
ing me just the opportunity I wanted 
and I quickly shifted my grip to the 
creature’s body and with a considerable 
amount of satisfaction withdrew from 
M’bangho’s ear the tick, its legs wrig- 
gling violently in the grip of the 
crocodile forceps. 

“Yoh,” breathed all the group, “heeeh, 


the Bwana has succeeded. Look at it. 
Behold. how it wriggles!” 

M’bangho was caressing his ear. 

“Yah,” he said, “heeh. Kah.” And 
then, “Bwana look again with your little 
lamp. Perhaps the dudu has other rela- 
tions.” 

I looked, and apart from a swollen 
eardrum, there was nothing left. I put 
in some of the yellow drops. An en- 
thusiastic murmur of voices came from 
those watching, but M’bangho had eyes 
for the dudu and the dudu only. 

“Bwana,” he said between clenched 
teeth, “give it to me.” 

Smiling I did so and put it on his 
thumb. He placed it on his nail and 
looked at it. 

“Yah,” he fixed his gaze on it, “for 
five days you made my life a misery. 
Heh.” Then with a slow smile he 
brought his other thumbnail into play 
and crushed the dudu. There was a roar 
of laughter. 

“Heh,” they said, “the dudu is no 
more.” 

Daudi was on his feet. “Kumbe,’ he 
said, “was it easy for the dudu to get 
into the ear?” 

“Heeh,” they said, all. nodding vigor- 
ously. 

M’bangho nodded his head also, feel- 
ingly. 

“Could the boy get rid of it himself?” 

“Uh, uh,” came the reply, with a con- 
certed shaking of heads. 

“Could you remove it, O Great One?” 
Daudi turned to M’bovu, who shook his 
head. 

There was a broad grin on Simba’s 
face and I heard a whisper, “Not even 
by blowing in the other ear, or standing 
him on his head and shaking him! Kah, 
what a way of wisdom.” 

Daudi’s voice went on. “Could 
N’goma, the witch doctor, get rid of the 
dudu from the boy’s ear?” 

A sudden bleak silence fell on the 
small group there but M’bangho’s voice 
came strongly. 

“Uh, uh, he could not.” 

“Hoh,” said Daudi, “who could then?” 

“Kumbe,” said the boy, “the Bwana 
with his cuma—his iron thing of great 
wisdom. He got rid of it.” 

“Ooooh!” Daudi raised his eyebrows. 
“Tell me, M’bangho, did you have joy 
while the dudu was in your ear?” 

“Heh,” said the boy, “did I not have 
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great pain? Did I not have the fears of 


- death?” 


“Kumbe,’ Daudi waved his finger, 
“listen to my riddle. What is it that is 
easy to get into you, you can’t get rid 
of by yourself, that. your relations can’t 
get rid of, your ancestors can’t get rid of, 
the witch doctor can’t get rid of, a 
thing that always makes you miserable, 
a thing that always kills you in the long 
run—what is its name?” 

“Kumbe,” said N’yani from the win- 
dow, “surely is it not a dudu that gets 
into a boy’s ear?” 

“Heh,” said Daudi, “it is more than 
that. It is the dudu of sin that gets into 
everybody’s life. It gets in with ease. It 
is in the heart of every man and we 
ourselves cannot get rid of it. Try as 
we will, we cannot buy it out of us. We 
cannot get it out with charms. The 
Bwana here cannot get rid of it for us, 
but only Jesus, the Son of God, who 
lived that we might understand God, 
who died that our sins might be taken 
away. He only can take that dudu of 
sin from our hearts.” 

I saw some of those Africans with red 
mud in their hair nodding their heads. 
They had understood this practical par- 
able. M’bovu got to his feet. 

“Kumbe,” he said, “the ways of the 
Bwana are greatly to be praised.” 

“Great One,” I said, “if you have 
praise, then show your appreciation by 
letting the people of your tribe come to 
our hospital.” 

Elisha, the carpenter, suddenly turned 
to M’bovu. 

“Great One, will you not show your 
thanks to the Bwana by a gift?” 

M’bovu looked uncomfortable. He 
feared another cow would shortly leave 
his herd. I turned to him. 

“Great One, may I ask that your 
thanks be shown by allowing M’bangho 
to come and play football with those of 
the hospital?” 

“Heh,” said the Chief, “Bwana, it 
shall be as you ask.” 

I could hear Simba’s quickly indrawn 
breath behind me. The Chief got to his 
feet. 

“Lyaswa—the sun has set,” he said. 
“We must return.” 

“Truly,” I said, “but M’bangho shall 
remain here for two days that we may 
make sure that the dudu’ produces no 
further trouble.” 

For a minute the Chief hesitated, but 
as he looked at those who were with 
him he saw their meaning glances and 
nodded saying, “Kwahere—good-bye.” 

As they moved on in the twilight 
Daudi said, “Do not forget this riddle— 
‘it is easy to get in, but you can’t get 
rid of it by yourself, that dudu called 
sin.’” 

END 
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ABUNDANT FAITH 
(Continued from page 19) 


evidence of faith operating in our lives 
and I wonder if that is because so often 
we are looking in the wrong direction 
for this overflow. As you run through 
the 11th chapter of Hebrews, you will 
notice that “by faith Abel” worshiped; 
by faith “Enoch walked with God: and 
he was not; for God took him”; by 
faith Noah built an ark, by which he 
saved himself and his house. By faith 
Moses was enabled to turn his back on 
Pharaoh with all his court, and, for- 
saking this tremendous opportunity for 
power and authority, he was able to 
bring God’s people through the wilder- 
ness those forty years. On the other 
hand, Joshua, by faith, fought the bat- 
tles that brought the children of Israel 
into possession of much of the Promised 
Land. And so in every life faith operated 
in a different way. 

Now what can we learn from this? 
Surely, this great fact, that faith fits us 
for whatever circumstances God has 
called us to occupy. Someone may say to 
us “What shape is water?” and we re- 
ply; “Water hasn’t shape, it takes to 
itself the shape of the container into 
which it is put.” Precisely; and if people 
say to us, “How does faith overflow?” 
we say, “Faith takes the shape of cir- 
cumstances in which the child of God 
is placed.” Moses had no need of faith 
for martyrdom, so God gave him the 
faith that enabled him to turn his back 
on Pharaoh’s court and to be patient for 
forty years with a wayward and rebelli- 
ous people. 

And so you can run through these 
heroes of faith. They were people from 
every strata of life; in vastly different 
circumstances; and not conformed to 
one mold, but they were folk who had 
one hallmark and it was this. They came 
to God believing that God could from 
the circumstances in which they were 
placed bring that which was for His 
glory and the extension of His king- 
dom. It takes faith, for instance, for a 
widow to take up the strain of life and 
to look around her family and believe 
that God is able so to bless her to that 
family that that which perhaps her hus- 
band was never able fully to do, her 
sons and daughters may do if she brings 
them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. That is one outflow of 
faith. 

On the other hand, the particular 
faith to which you are called may be 
that of finding success in business at 
your fingertips if only you will conform 
to something which you know is just out- 
side the will of God. The faith you need 

is that of Moses to turn your back on 
that power and success and believe that 
God is a rewarder of them that diligently 


seek Him. 





. It may be faith to continue in some 
obscure corner to glorify God, or to give 
you a ministry in prayer that will crum- 
ble the mighty walls of Islam throughout 
the world and bring glory to Christ’ in 
those distant places. We cannot spéak 
for one another but even as you read. 
most probably the Holy Spirit is wit- 
nessing to you the form that faith will 
take if it is to be the dominant factor 
in your life. The expression of faith is 
not important but the filling is crucial 
for the just shall live by faith. The 
hallmark of the overflow of faith is that 
it can take any situation, a widow in her 
home or a king on his throne, and turn 
it to God’s glory. And this is one facet 
of the abundant life in Christ, a life 
that is filled until it overflows with a 
deep and true faith in God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Enpb 
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MAKE A WAY 
(Continued from page |?) 


but if we do not bring to church our 
bodies dedicated to God, He will not 
look upon our solemn assemblies though 
we meet in a sanctuary as big as the 
Pentagon. 

It costs a church to make a highway 
for God. Such a church will not resert 
to stunts and shows to raise money. Like 
the Macedonians of old, such a church 
will first give self, then service and sub- 
stance. And it will not “give till it 
hurts,” it will give until it stops hurt- 
ing in the sheer joy of giving! 

You cannot have a revival at a bar- 
gain. They do not come cheap. There 
are plenty of so-called revivals but when 
they are over, the world, the flesh and 
the devil are still on the main track and 
God is on a detour. It is all a farce, we 
do not mean it. We want wood, hay 
and stubble, not gold, silver and preci- 
ous stones. We do not want a highway 
for God, we settle for a bypath that 
does not cut through our pride and 
religiosity and that leaves our sins un- 
confessed. 

You will remember that King Jero- 
boam proposed an easy religion for 
Israel. “It is too much for you to go up 
to Jerusalem,” he said. So he set up 
altars at Bethel and Dan. We are not 
going up to Jerusalem these days. It is 
too hard, it costs too much, so we are 





Of course, this whole matter comes to 
sit on the doorstep of us individual 
Christians. We cannot have a highway 
for God in the nation and in the church 
unless we make a way for the Lord in 
our hearts. We must give Him priority 
and build a highway of holiness in our 
daily lives. 

There again, such a process is DE- 
structive. A lot of homes would be dev- 
astated if we put God’s highway through 
the middle of the house. Think of the 
music that would come off pianos, cards 
from the table, old pipes and ash-trays, 
whiskey bottles, magazines and books 
for the trash heap. You cannot build a 
boulevard for God through the shanties 
and hovels of carnality. God’s wrecking 
crew must clear a path for the King’s 
highway. 

Then too, it is pisruRBING for the in- 
dividual Christian as well as for the 
church. When God operates, He uses no 
anesthetic. He cannot remove the 
trouble and leave us asleep at the same 
time. We need to be aroused, offended, 
agitated. We have been fed too long on 
this palaver about a meek and mild 
Jesus going about doing good as though 
that were the full extent of His activity. 
Jesus Christ was the most disturbing 
character in all history. He was always 
offending somebody. He offended the 
scribes, the Pharisees, His disciples, His 
brothers who did not believe in Him. He 
drove money-changers out of the temple 
and wrecked their business, He. called 





having cheap, easy revivals closer home. 
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Herod a fox and religious people hypo- 
crites, whited sepulchers, children of the 
devil. He kept the country in turmoil, 
died a violent death and after He rose 
from the dead He sent the Holy Spirit 
to keep up the disturbance. 

The early church was accused of being 
drunk. Paul was a world-upsetter, ex- 
ceedingly troubled Philippi, created no 
small stir in Ephesus, prayed down an 
earthquake, died a violent death as his 
Master did. Christianity. shook the 
Roman Empire and kept the world in 
an uproar until Constantine made it 
fashionable, harmless and _ noiseless. 
Down through the ages, whenever it 
has broken out in old-time power, it 
has caused a commotion. Savonarola dis- 
turbed Florence, the Reformers blasted 
Europe, Luther shattered the peace of 
his day. Calvin, Knox, Fox, Latimer, 
Tyndale, Bunyan, Wesley, the Mora- 
vians . . . every outbreak of New Testa- 
ment Christianity has been a holy dis- 
turbance. How can we expect gospel 
dynamite to explode without making a 
difference in our lives? A Christian is 
radically at odds with the world around 
him. There is bound to be friction. All 
who will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution. 

I have noticed that most discourses on 
“Ye are the salt of the earth” follow the 
usual outline—three points and a poem. 
And the points are: Salt purifies; salt 
preserves; salt seasons. I would add an- 
other: salt irritates. Real Christianity 
rubs this world the wrong way. Billy 
Sunday used to say: “They tell me I rub 
the fur the wrong way. I don’t. . . . Let 
the cat turn around!” 

If we expect to meet the present-day 
demonstration of devilish power with a 
demonstration of divine power, there 
will have to be a disturbance. The top 
brass in Washington is burning the 
midnight oil over the perils of atomic 
power. The saints of God might well 
lose some sleep seeking a Pentecost of 
apostolic power. But we need never 
expect it until we are willing to have 
our smug complacency disturbed and 
until we let God put His program over, 
no matter what happens to ours. 

We need a disturbing that will bring 
insomnia and tears and renunciation and 
restitution, that will shake our lives 
from center to circumference. Sometimes 
when we are sick, we have to be sicker 
before we are well again. Sometimes 
drastic surgery is required and surgery 
is disturbing. It changes the course of 
our lives for weeks, upsets schedules, 
closes up our office, cancels our engage- 
ments, but we submit to such upheaval 
for the sake of our bodies. We resent the 
preacher who would upset some of our 
living habits for the sake of our souls. 
Yet we do not call the surgeon a “med- 
dler” for interfering with our normal 
routine. 
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The highway department does not 
hesitate to tell families to move out and 
condemns whole neighborhoods in order 
to build a new road. But the preacher 
who calls on the church to tear down 
high places and build up low places and 
straighten crooked places to make a way 
for the Lord may end in a dungeon like 
John the Baptist. 

As with the church, so with the Chris- 
tian, it is expensive, it costs to make a 
way for God. It means telling the truth 
when we sing: “My Jesus, I love Thee, 
I know thou art mine: For Thee all the 
follies of sin I resign.” It means being 
honest when we sing, “All the vain 
things that charm me most, I sacrifice 
them to His blood.” It means that love 
so amazing, so divine, not only demands 
but shall have our souls, our lives, our 
all. 

For years I had sung “The Way of 
the Cross Leads Home” without really 
“seeing” the verse that says, “Then I 
bid farewell to the way of the world to 
walk in it nevermore.” No one can walk 
the way of the cross and the-way of the 
world at the same time, but just try 
asking a congregation to do something 
about telling the world goodbye if you 
want to throw a chill over the meeting! 

We send missionaries abroad to preach 
a gospel that makes a new convert over 
there lose his home, his friends, maybe 
his life for Jesus’ sake. We have no right 
to expect them to pay such a price if we 
are not willing to pay a corresponding 
price over here. There are idols on both 
sides of the ocean and it is not fair to 
demand that a Christian give up his 
gods on that side while we hold on to 
ours. Jacob called for the putting away 
of strange gods before going up to 
Bethel and that procedure has not 
changed. 

God’s highway costs. It is a staggering 
financial undertaking to put a new 
boulevard through a great city, but it 
will pay off eventually. It costs to make 
a way for God, but it pays off here and 
hereafter. 

John the Baptist lived at the end of 
one age and the beginning of another. 
The Old Testament comes to a close 
prophesying, “Behold, I will send my 
messenger and he shall prepare the way 
before me. . . . Behold, I will send you 
Elijah the prophet.” The New Testa- 
ment opens with the second Elijah 
standing on the banks of the Jordan 
making a way for the Lord. We are 
living at the end of another age and the 
beginning of still another. Jesus is com- 
ing again. But we are too busy building 
up our kingdoms to get excited about 
“bringing back the King.” For three 
hundred years the early church looked 
for her returning Lord. Then Constan- 
tine shifted the center of gravity from 
Heaven to earth and we have been 


building religious empires here ever 
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since. It is high time some John the 
Baptist reminded us that we are not an 
earthly kingdom building Augustine’s 
City of God down here. We are a 
Heavenly commonwealth looking for a 
city that comes down from above. We 
are not here to feather our nest and 
build a metropolis in these lowlands. 
Our business is to tear down high places 
and build up low places and straighten 
crooked places and make a way for the 
Lord. 

I grew up as a bey on a hilltop with 
a glorious view of all the country round 
about. To the east one could see at 
night the lights of five towns along the 
skyline while along the western horizon 
lay the Blue Ridge Mountains. There 
came a day when a new highway was to 
be built by our home. Some neighbors 
wanted it to go through a hollow where 
the traveler would never see the view 
from the hilltop. My father wanted it 
to go over the hill. There was consider- 
able agitation. They had a mass meeting 
at the county courthouse to settle the 
matter. Father did not do much public 
speaking but he rose to that occasion. 
He went over to the county seat that 
day and made a speech that brought the 
house down and the highway through. 
It remains to this day and travelers 
often stop to view the distant scene. 

That was not the only highway that 
Father put through. He made a way 
for God in his heart on a day when he 
was converted after hearing an old- 
fashioned hair-raising sermon on “He 
that being often reproved, hardeneth 
his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed 
and that without remedy.” He built that 
highway through his home. He taught 
us children to walk the straight and 
narrow way; and if sometimes our steps 
lagged from lack of inner compulsion, 
he supplied a little compulsion from 
without. He made a way for the Lord 
in his church. When the weather was 
good and when it was bad. Sunday 
found him at the house of God. 

When he felt like it and when he 
didn’t he was at church. When the 
preaching was good and when it was 
not, he was there. He was the pastor's 
right-hand man. He won his neighbors 
to Christ and more than one farmer 
lived spiritually on a hilltop instead of 
in a hollow because my father, through 
his heart and home and church, made a 
way for God in the community. 

We are living in times like the days 
of Shamgar in the book of Judges when 
the highways were unoccupied and 
travelers walked through byways. God 
give us some saints who will rise above 
their fears within and foes without and 
resolve that “a highway shall be there 
and it shall be called the way of holiness. 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
His paths straight. 

END 
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WORLD CHALLENGE 
(Continued from page 9) 

For the first time in history darkness 
and light, Satan and God, Hell and 
Heaven, are in a life and death struggle 
of the end time. I do not find in the 
Bible any place that says that the Church 
will not pass through tribulation. Never 
mind what your theory or mine is. The 
Church will pass through great tribula- 
tion and enter into the kingdom of God. 
And if I read my Bible correctly the 
Church is headed for the cross. It is go- 
ing to live under the cross, with persecu- 
tion and ostracism and suffering and all 
kinds of denial that will be demanded 
of the Church of Jesus Christ in the days 
that are to come. 

Now supposing there is no revival. 
Supposing this world trend speeds up, as 
it is apparently speeding up at the end 
time. What is our hope? 

The day will come when we will be 
hedged in on the right and on the left 
and in front and behind and we will 
not know which way to look. And there 
is going to-be a shout, and the voice of 
an archangel, the trump of God, and 
God’s beloved are going to be caught up 
with Jesus Christ, and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord. 

That is God’s answer to those who 
would destroy the earth. END 





NOW AND LATER 
(Continued from page 5) 
received honorary doctorates in letters 
and divinity from Wheaton College and 
The Reformed Episcopal Theological 

Seminary respectively. 

In spite of his extremely busy life, Dr. 
Gaebelein has found time to develop 
his exceptional ability as a pianist. Some- 
thing of his love for good music is re- 
vealed in his discussion of music’s place 
in the scheme of things for a Christian. 
On two occasions he has appeared as a 
piano soloist on national radio networks. 

Another avocation is mountain climb- 
ing. He is a member of the American 
Alpine Club and The Alpine Club of 
Canada, and the list of high and diffi- 
cult peaks he has surmounted both in 
Europe and on the North American 
Continent is most impressive. 

In recent years Dr. Gaebelein has 
preached at such institutions as West 
Point, Columbia University, Pennsyl- 
vania State College and Union College. 
He has appeared before student groups 
in England, Germany and Switzerland, 
as well as in various parts of the United 
States. 

Ofttimes, the sons of iliustrious fathers 


“are overshadowed, but this is not true 


of this Christian educator. His father, 
Dr. Arno C. Gaebelein, was an interna- 
tionally-known Bible teacher in the 
preceding generation. His son still serves 
as president and publisher of the Bible 
study magazine, Our Hope. 
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D. Lk. MOODY ence said: 


“T am thankful to tell you that I have 
some splendid men and women in the field. 
My school work will not tell much 

while I am living, but when I am gone 

I SHALL LEAVE SOME GRAND MEN 

AND WOMEN BEHIND!” 


Moody has been with the Lord for more 

than fifty years, and the “grand men and 
women” he left behind have, through the Holy 
Spirit, guided Moody Bible Institute through 
the years and kept it true to God. 


. 


Today Moopvy Brtz InstrrvTE is still 
forging ahead in the path outlined by the 
GRAND MEN who under God founded and di- 
rected it. Its many ministries reach millions of 
individuals for Christ each year—individuals 
in every country of the world. But the chief 
ministry of the Institute remains that of fur- 
nishing tuition-free Bible training to conse- 
crated young men and women who are pre- 
paring for lives of Christian service—both as 
full-time workers and laymen. 
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This is the fourth in a series of 
leaders of MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


After Mr. Moody’s death in 1899, financial support of the Institute 
gradually dwindled down to almost nothing. By 1901 it was almost 
ready to perish... but then God brought Henry Parsons Crowell to 
the Institute. When he was elected to the Board of Trustees on 
April 24, 1901, Mr. Crowell was active in the affairs of two small 
companies which later became the famous Quaker Oats Company 
of which he was president for many years, and the Perfection Stove 
Company of Cleveland of which he was chairman of the board. 

Although Mr. Crowell was possessed of great business ability, he 
always retained a fine spirit of humility and Christian dedication— 
the same spirit which caused him at an early age to pledge his life to 
the Lord. After his decease a paper in his own handwriting was found 
among his effects which said, “If my life can always be lived so as to 
please Him in every way, I’ll be supremely happy.” That was Henry 
Parsons Crowell’s main aim in life . . . to please the Lord in every way! 

Moopy BIBLE INSTITUTE received the benefit of the same great 
industrial skills which Mr. Crowell used to build up his great com- 
mercial enterprises, for he never deviated from giving it the same 
business acumen. On February 2, 1904, he was made president of the 
board, a position: which he held until his death on October 23, 1944. 

With what result? Thanks to Mr. Crowell, Moopy BIBLE INSTITUTE 
became a highly efficient organization with an outreach around the 
globe. Its policy became: build no farther than God wills . . . in other 
words, build only after God has provided all the money necessary to 
finish the job. Yes, Mr. Crowell gave liberally to Moopy BIBLE INSTI- 
TUTE. But he did not let it depend upon him. He arranged affairs so 
that the Institute must be supported by God’s people both in his day 
and afterward. Right up to his last days Mr. Crowell cherished a 
vision of the future when Moopy BIBLE INSTITUTE would be not only 
a great name in Christian education, but also the perpetuator of a 
multi-purpose, soul-winning ministry that reached into all parts of 
the world with the gospel. And it was to this end that he devoted his 
time and his efforts so wholeheartedly. 
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